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READER, 


4 He Almighty wife God 
bath in diwers and fun- 
dry manners ſpoken nn- 

FIXRA 70 men, thet they might 
Nay: hint and: bis .Sonne Teſs 
Chriſt , and knowing, might be- 
liewve in, bim, and worfhip binxe 
axcerding to bis will, to the fav 
wing of their ſoules : To this pur- 


1 poſe we have the Scriptures, which 


are God's written Rnle of Faith, 
$ A 3 and 


' ftery of men (not of men, but 


The Epiſtle 


and Life unto us ; the mint* 


by men) as 4 flanding Ordinance 
in the Church' untill Chrift come; 
and the writings of godly and 
induſtrious men , as adjutory 
helps. But men have ſought 
out ſtrange inventions, and that 
naturall imagination ( borderin 
 betwixt ſenſe and reaſon.) which 
is in all men, works out it ſelf 
in various wayes of- oppoſe tion 
to' revealed truth. 
This diſcourſe aymes , to give 
a flop to our walking contrary 
unto God, in aur firſt ſettings > 
out to Sin.; which (on' this fide 
gaturall corruption) begin « our © 
thoughts. 1 
I have ſometimes mded: fo} 
fee how buſte Satan is in his in- | 


feruments whoſe Fancies comply. | 
with 
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' ta.the Reader. 


with bis ſuggeſtions, to ſubvert 
the truth once delivered - to the 
Saints. But check, my ſelf again, 
when I conſider that he is Satan, 
an” adverſary to God and Chriſt, 


4 and the. ſalvation of men, and. 
; that mens imaginations are fruit-. 


; ful wombes , impregnated by Sa-' 


tan ,- and numerous in their 


* births, as the Serpents in their 


ſpawne. Amongſt other his wiles, 
I would immind every good Chri- 
flian, that -in "nothing, to my aps. 
prehenſuon, the enemy and his party 
have prevailed more againſt the 
truth, and with the fancies of men 


: znour late times, then by diſputing 
” the many dofirines of the Goſpel, 


in Pulpit, in preſſe, in open, an 


; private Aſſemblies, and that in 


an irregular way , betwixt weak 


ney and wrangling Sophi- 
' A 4 | fters, 


fters.Cit may be;) Jeſnites:,' or aten. | 
of | Feſnittd . priutiples 5 for:in att | 


orderly” way , by 'them\ that know 
haw.. to. diſtinghiſb.,\ und \befpre- 


them that are-wiſe.,. I; am no '0ppex. | 
ſer of diſputations-,.that\ the yruh. | 


maybe. manifefled,, - and: not: ſul: 
oerted. But otherwiſe z theſe. axe: 
the Civill warres raiſed, in_ the. 
Church , and. fomente# by-the-ſedi= 


trons; to divide, the \Kingaom:: of | 


Chriſt againſt. it ſelf', and: brizg. 
it to nothing. By this way of. cans 
tention ( eſpecially-before them that 
are weak,) webaveſern heaps uper. 
heaps:Irs Yiwe 10 grow wiſe forthe 


left x4 fer theſ E ftumbling ſtones. © 


_to- lye, ſo long in the way of weak 
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(briftians, that ar laſt they be bed- © 
del, as in their proper place, and : 


will not be removed. with all. our | 


might: 
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hay 


to- os Becder, 


might : Te have. ſometimes ſeem 
a ſtone caſt. into 8 poole, move a. lit» 
tle Circle. at the fall, which: «fter 


. | multiplies, and widens it ſelf to the 


bank fide. We. ſopwetimes find the 


h, | original of exrour to be very ſmall, 

. > like a wery Center, which iotargeth 
4: | it ſelf ta4. circumference, ſuch as - 
6 þ imagitation.will. make it; \and \fach 
i= | flrange thoughts are-tadged in mens 


; minds., by theſe mean ,;that. they 


28. | arebauntet-ever after with them, 
s | as ſome houſes are ſaid to bewith 
at | ſpirits. of . the night. .. Sober 'men 
.} wiſh that : ſome... proviſions-.were 


he | made, forthe ſafety. of ſaules 


s; \ againſt theſe ſpirits its poſſubleyif 


. ] they that are: in power , would. be 


\ 3 carefull in\ſuch- a work, their own 
| lives might be: bound up. inſuch a 

proviſuon. 
Bat, Gentle Rene, Thou ſbalt 
n0t 


"The Epiſtle : 
not need 10 fear any ſuch' queſti- 
ons of doubtful ful diſputgtion in this 
ſhortTreatiſe:here 1s nothing but ſo- 
ber and uncontroverted truths, ſuch 
as may adminifter Grace unto thee, 
4 the bleſſeng of God upon thy read- 
: Thou fhalt have nothing here 
keding to a ſtrange God; or another 
worſhip, but that which-may be pro- 


. table to all Chriſtians , though of 


divided intereſts, whoſe minds are 
not blocked up with prejudice a gainſt 
the ſober writings of men. This 
tra4 reatheth the government of 
' thy own "thouohts aright : ; '4 governs 
ment of printipal * concernment to 
al men ; for hente ariſe , as fron 
their ſpring-head, both words and 
works of men, ated the whole frame 
of Chriſtian Converſation: if there- 


ore this fountain be clean, the iſſues 


will be more pure , and if any can 
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to the Reader. 


F purge himſelf of all plthineſſe of 


: fleſh and ſpirit, that' bis wery 
thoughts are juſt, #t muſt be grant- 
ed, tout ſuch an one hatha Vi irgin- 
ſoule, and is perfe&, pro ſtatu via« 
toris, as 4 travailer to heavens 
though not as one aGually poſſeſſed 
in heaven. And for: this end 
I commend this book. to thy regd- 
ing , and meditating. thoughts. Bee 
ides, it is au argument -rarely 
bandled in. print-:'(\for onght. 1 
know ) ſome .indeed_. have. : brief 
and accidental notions upon it, 
but purpoſed traGts of this ſubje$, 
are few. in\oaur Engliſh. Tongue; 
and therefore let it be thought the 
rather uſeful to the Church of God, 
and a ſubje& more fit for that ac- 

compliſhed ſervant of Teſs s Chriſt, 
to appeare by in the world again : 
now he is abſent from the body, 
and 


The Epiſtle 
one preſent with the Lord. 


The Authour of this ſmall Tra | 
wes Mr. John Angel, -who'' bat | : 
beer twenty years together IMElurer | 
et. Leiceſter; and approved by all } 


that knew him, to be a man mighty 
#a word and dofirine, though at laſt 


douded by ſome malevolent aſpeSs 
#pox hint, occafioned ( as it is ſaid } | 
20s for 'wite or berefee, but non-en- | 

wement ;" yet Governments, as | 
wranw, have their mortalities ; 3 and * 
Go who knew to uſe his ferwant in | 
ſeveral places, ftirred up the bearts 
of” 4 religrous people at Grantham £ 
i# Lincolnſhire , to ſet bim up a | 
Candleſtick. thors; where be ſhone as | 
« burning light, untill God tranſla= © 
ted hin, to ſbineaboue as 4 ftar for z 


- 


ever and ever. 


Here,moreover,are 20 hich fovek. 4 


ling words to ane. e the Reader; 
_ but 


f 


| to the Reader. 
but a grave and a plain flile ſuited 
| zo all, but eſpecially to themybiat-. 
EY are-of lower forms in the School of 
4 * Chrift , for the government of theix 
"| thoughts. I commend it ? therefore, 
i | zo thy reading for the Authours 
| ſake, and for thy ſafcty inthe read- 
eſt 2 zng of it 3: as alſs for the rarity of 


is | the ſubje&, the general concerument 


[) | that it is of, and fox the plainneſſe 
* |. of the matter and method thereof. 
as i And I leave thee to the Grace of 
ve | God the Father, aud of our Lord 
in | 


rs 6 
am 4 By him who 1s a Servant: . 


of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and of all that love him 


T.-B. 


THE 


CONTENTS. 


. _ x * ” . $0 . _ 


CHAP. i. 
RE Preface, 

Containing 4D:iviſtor, | 

the - Jinterpretation, and ſcope 
- of the Proverb. fol. 1. 
CHAP. II. 

The Argument or matter je of the 
whole, that 4 mar ought to have good 
thoughts , and to be the Maſter and 
Governour of them. | 8. 

| CHAP. IL. . 

The needfulneſe of good thoughts: Eight 

Reaſons. I3. 


© CHAP. Iv. 
of the Errours of thoughts, which 
are, Diulneſſe , Levity , Wickedneſſe, 

'F Dulneſſe, 
. whereof : ns: Levity. | 26. 
gn, © x CHAP. 


? 


VF ONE Ie IS & $a v7 Eee ——__G_— 
Fd oe Co at Fort Po OO OE DOE TING I,” of > ONE 
PEE ee NE Tone Lab Ft RR A ES I I IN EW LE IN ENT TIOT” mL Omen" WRFFRIOANREY 


. S x 
a $64 Bs &? 


The Contents. 


CHAP. V. 

f the wickedneſſe of Thoughts, draw» 

ing inthewill to wor 0a Wicks 
wA1 


q 
& 


+ "7 6 "I OTST EET INE © 
BE _ *F OT. - 
: SSL 


- | edveſſe, and the underſtanding to de- 
: wiſe miſchief. 43+ 
38 2 C H A P, V [. | 
7 General remedies of evill Thoughts. 50» 
* | CHAP. VII. 
Particular remedies againſt evil thoughts, 
| and againſt dulneſſe. 70. 
+ | * CHAP. VIII: 
4 Þ Remedies againſt Levity - or vanity of 
2, | Thoughts. 76s, 
c CHAP. IX. 
bt +1 Remedies againſt wickedneſs of thoughts. 
3+ 3 
; : 
y- CHAP. X. 


h þ Get good thoughts, and keep them; Rea- 
: ſons; Rules, to get good thoughts. 98. 


\ > 


CHAP: 


hts gotten; Reaſons 2 
8 rreht-gdverument | 
0 * T22. | 


CHAP. | XT. 
gag 


The Contents. - 


£ 
Dp 
> 
® 
{ 
By 
S 


OIES a = wh ———- 
— Fee et — "Xx 
== = D122. = I 

Ie, Tn = 


<=... _- <_ > 
Þ . > 


ot EPI nr reins rey ts re 


HL og op x of "= * 
ONE IFORS T 5 Conv 2 
—_ >< 4 þ We, 


| GOVERNMENT 
Ws | THOUGHTS. 


En 
The thoughts of the Righteous 
are juſt ::Prov. c C)I2. V. 5. 


oF His Son of Wiſdom; who car- 
ried. away the Birth-tight”, 
'<C | and : bleſiing , from! all the 
F , fons of Adam, who are' now, 
A TOS or have been before him: 
% took as' ſufficient. notice of the orders, 
z rankes, and diſpoſitions of men, as he did 
z of thenatures, quay, and —_—_— 
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a kind of unimitable brevity for memo- 
ry,and a frequent: oppoſition for perſpi- 
cuity. So here, the thoughts of the # 
rightcowis ate juſt ; 3 -but the counſels of | 
the ungodly are deceit. = 
Now this wiſe Diſcourſer upon Gods | 
ſecrets revealed,” and oft natures utider Þ 
God, directs his Proverbs unto men, ei- | 
ther marſhalled into ranks in general, as Z 
good or evil; or branched into divers 7 
particulars, as the 'diligent and the ſlug- # 
oard, the humble and proud, ec. And # 
according to this direGion of the'mat- Z 
ter-ſubjet unto perſons, the Proverbs | : 
arc either genera], or particular. *3 
This Proverb in regard of x 2 
whom it isdireCted, ſeems to be a gene- | of 
ral ſpoken to gaod men under the name # 
of Righteous, For I obſerve, that $alo- 
mon ſpeaks tothe better fort of mien un- | 3 
der the names of good men, righteous # 
ets juſt ; as Goddork to the worſer Xx 
fort of men in oppolitionz the evil = > 
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che wicked. man, the unrighteous, the 


® ... Three things in the text, offer them- 
2 ſ{elvesto beunfolded:; - ef, 1: 111 
> 1; Who's s4a/omons Righteous man..i 
2. What be his thoughts. . i: > 
'3.- How they-are ſaid to;bejuſt;. +: 
Firſt, if ye:ask 'who. is $4Jomous Bigh+ 
Z tcous main 3-1 anſwer, as before ,he 
Z that. is. a good man, a juſt man, a wile 
A man. SELF 1 f ef 29.1 CID FEE EIEY 
7 But further,when 1n Scripture-a man 
= hath the denomination of a. Righteous 
= one; it: 67either fromthe. ;juſtice of; 
Z Chriſt imputed, which is abſolute in per- 
= fection, though'relative in apprehenſion z 
= or from that/tnward. and inherent reno- 
2 vation of fouband body, whereby God 
2 makes aman righteous in himſelf habi- 
27 tually, and in-his courſe of life, ſuitable 
Z in kind, though not.in meaſure,unto that 
= primary juſtice which, was in Ada. Or 
= thirdly, a man is: called righteous in ap- 
227 pearance, becauſe he: is apprehended by, 
- himſelf in his. own thoughts, or judged 


7 by others, to: be righteous, by his words 
*S and deeds. "Th | | . 
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The ri aht Gowernment 


"This Proverb-though it exclude not the 
juſt man by imputation, yet it eſpecially 


| poinits 6ut himthat is juſt by renovation, 


and in appearance, who 1s not onely real- 
ly accounted Tuch, in the righteouſneſle 
of Chriſt; but alſo made Tuch by. the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, and known by himſelf to 
be ſuchby his habituated thoughts, and 

pearing to'the world to: be ſuch by 
his words and deeds. T his 1s Salomone 
righteous man, a man righteous in Gods 
acceptation, a man 'made. righteous 'by 
renovation,'a man righteous in his own 
perſwaſion ,- and in the worlds reputa- 
: 'The ſecond thing to: be unfolded is, 
What the thoughts of the Righteous be. 
F anſwer, God, the firſt producer of all 


- things, who made the mind'of man, uſeth 


it alſoto bring forth. all reaſonable and 


humane actions, as a'free ;agerit under. 


himſelf; and to this end; hath ordained: 
m'it a power to. frame thoughts and:to; 
difpoſe them towards a&ion;z that by 
theſe the ſoul might move it ſelf conti- 
nually toward the :chicf good., and by 
them may communicate her ſelf'w! 
mind 
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'of Thoughts. * | 

mind inclined and moved: by God':the 
firſt cauſe hath motions within: it ſelf, 
called thoughts 3” and of theſeithereare 
two ſorts, whereof the firſt receive their 


the ſame have their perfe&ion; being 
therein produced , and refleCting- upon 
the mind, put themſelves fotth no:tur- 
ther. ? ITIR | C290 
The other fort are the immediate fore- 
runners of aftions; whether it be that the 
$ ſoul lift up it ſef to communion with 
z -God in divine contemplation, that ſhe 
* may utter-her ſelf in prayer or praiſes : 
= orcommunicate her ſelf with the crea- 
# ture in lower reſolutions, and ations. 
3 Theſe private ſtirrings of the ſoul within 
1 doors, are the thonghts' of men; and when 
1 they are juſt, they are the thoughts of the 
7 Righteows. © | 


' 2 andiinfinite, according to their'variety of 
7 objects about @hich they are converſant; 
4 Bnt when therr firſt mover is God, and 
2? Gods glory their end 'propounded, and 4 
wiſe man the diſpoſer of them, they are 
2 juſt thoughts.” © PO 4490's 

3 Andthuswe:are led to the third par- 
D 3 ticular, 
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determination within the' foul ,;and in. 


Theſe thoughts of men are various | 
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.. Anſc Things are ſaid $0. be right or | 


there is inthem ſuch an equity conferred, # 


The right government 
ticular, which! is, How the thoughts of *# 
the'righteous are ſaid tp be juſt. - 7 


£2 


3 
Bok. 


Juit mavy ways, + i... | 
- Firſt, that 1s right which hath reqtitude # 
from it ſelf, and 1s the cauſe of redtitude 7 
1n every other thing; and ſo God onely 7 
zorighteous:;” » 21s {tg 34: i 

Secondly, things are ſaid to be right # 
which have redirude from another; yet | 


that they are made infallible rules, for | 
men to ſquare all their ations by them; | 
-and thus the Law, and the whole reveal- Þ 
cd will of God is righteous. '£ 
\ Thirdly, things. are fai@ to,be righte- ! 
.ous, which are ordered-and done.accor- ! 
ding to this rule 3 whether perfeGly as 2 
the righteouſnefſe of Chriſt God-man, $ 
which anſwered fully to the rule of Gods? 
will revealed, both for kind and degree; 
or proportionably and acceptably,where-; 
by ſomething is done aceprding to rule, 
thuugh.nat fully and, without aberra-:} 
tion, yet well in compariſon of what”: 
.wicked men dp, and, holding ſogie pro-! 


+ 


portion to the rule, and finding accepta-; 
tion. with God, who ſupplies the want!y 


0: 
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. . of Thoughts. 
of ſuch righteous men from the fulneſle 


of Chriſt. : 
In this ſenſe the thoughts of the righte- 


ous are juſt ( viz.) comparatively with 


- | therhoughts of wicked men, though not 


fully according to the rule, Jet holdmg 
ſome proportion with it, and having ac- 
ceptability with God. | : 
Thus having unfolded the words, ob- 
ſerve that the ſcope or ſpecial intention 
in this Proverb, is to deliver to the world 
the true ground of all pious and hanour- 
able and juſt ations, which is next and 
immediately under God, the thoughts 


7 - of the righteous. | + , 
$ 


 The'righttgowernment 


CHAP. 11. 


& ®e thoughts of the Righteous are 
Ye ave heard the 'Proverb -ex- 7 
pounded : and' jt appeares to be a | 
ofrine of it ſelf; affording a ſtable þ 
and ſufficient ground unto a + holy | 
courſe of life in word and deed The F 
Argument and matter-ſubje& of this } 
Treatiſe, 'is this, To ſhew , that he 7 
which 1s a righteous man in Gods ac- 7 
ceptation, by the ſpirits ſandtification, ; 
in his own perſwaſion, and the worlds 7 
reputation, ought to have juſt thoughts, * 
and to be the Maſter, or Governour # 
of them; he muſt endeavour to get 7 
them into his mind, and having gotten 2 
them, it is required, that he rightly go- # 
vern them, for the orderly and ſeaſon- 7 
able. *ptoducing of their etfefts in words 2 
and deeds. # 
© The government of his thoughts is a z 

© righteous mans great bulineſle, of great 7? 
©neceſlity, and at much dithculty. Pak I 
| _ "day JF 


« day work, and-night* work, with him : 
© his meditations are alwayes upon 1t ; he 


9 


*ſo delights inths Law of the Lord, that Pal, x, a. 


© be meditates iz it day and night. Some 
©are careful of theifabtions, thatby tliem 
© they give'no offence to the weak, nor 
* lay ſtumbling-blucks in the way of them 
*that are without. - Theſe are com- 
* mendable amongſt the godly :- others 
* go further, they keep their lips as it 
© were With a bridle, pay 

© that their months ſhall not traxſgreſſe; 
* yet few people go ſo faras to take heed 
*to their thoughts. It ſeems all men are 
©not aware of it, that ' their inward 
©thoughts may be very wickednefle : 
but a wiſe man thoroughly inſtrufted, 
*and fandified by the. Spirit of God, 
© loves the, Law of God with ſuch vehez 


z © mency, that he hates thoſe floating v 


© nities of his thoughts, 'which riſe in op- 
Fpolition'to it. 7 hate vain thoughts, 


they are purpoſed p 


Pſa 


1.36. 1, 


ſab 17.3+ 


*( laid that righteous man) but thy Law —_ 


© do Thove. | 
* And every juſt man doth ſo govern 
* his thoughts , that they are generally 


*g00d. I do not ſay that every parti- 


* cular thought of a righteous 'man is 


jult; 


The right government, 
© juſt 2! David had, his, exorbitancies in 
< thoughts, or elſe they had not ſo. much 
- © appeared in his. doings; and, yet his 
< heart was right with God for. the main. 
© And ſo it is with many of Gods dear 
© children, they have excurrent and ſinful 
thoughts, the knowledge. whereof,give 
* many a ſecret Pehck upon their conſcten- 
*cesz though they have good meanings, 
* and good hearts generally.. . Itis writ- 
©tenof 4/a, that the high places were 
© not taken away out. of Iſrael in his days; 
< xevertheleſſe the heart of Aſa was perfet® 
© all bis dayes. A; righteous man may 
« ſometimes think fooliſhly, .as well as 
« ſpeak unadviſedly. with his lips, or put 
-< his hands unto. wickedneſſe ; Yet as 
< his words and workes are for the main 
«end, regulated by the word of God, ſo. :. 
Tarc his thotights:, A. righteous man is. 'Þ 
«the maſter of juſt thoughts. And though 
©Maſter-workimen ,may ſometimes mi- 
«ſtake in. their lines and meaſures, and. 
<ſorting. their materials; yet not like 
<them that have no skill in building. If 
<arighteous man meditate in Gods pre- 
Pfal.1t9, ©cepts, he will, have, reſpe&t unto Gods 


© wayes. | 
.: 'Taks 


2Chro,r5. 


of .Thoughts.,  *1 
. Take the reaſon of the.righteous mans 


praQiſe, on this behalf. : _ | 
«Firſt his thoughts are moved upon. 
< by the Spirit of God 3, though God. be 
© not in alf the thoughts, of the wicked ;: 
*yet the righteous, God leads. by his: 
* Spirit, and guides by his countel.: T here. 
Z © are many that are after the fleſh, aud theſe 
7 mind the things of the fleſh 3 they cannot .. «4 
Z *think of higher things,becauſe they have 
* no higher principle of life within thems, 
© but there are ſome that are after the /p#-. 
*it,8& theſe mind the things of the ſpirit; 
*for they bave received; ot the ſpirit " DN 
©he world,but the $pirit of Godzand there- " 
© fore mind and think, upon the things of Cor. u« 
© God : andtheir thoughts are juſt. 11, 
© Secondly, a righteous man hath an ho- 
<ly principle of good thoughts within; 
he hath grace inherent, -the new man 
© is put upon him: end he'is renewed in 
* the ſpirit of his minde: and ergo, though 
© he was ſometimes darkneſs, yet now be is £ph 4, 
© light in the Lord. O the ſweet and ſe- 
© cret interviewes and conſultations, held 
© betwixt God and the ſouls of Ris be- 
©loved ones: they think. upon God in - 
* the night-ſeaſon, while others lie upon, 
| © their 


Eph. 4. 


$ 
o 


12 The right government 
<their beds and le CT Ther 
©thoughts enter into his 'Pavilion, while 
&0ther mens thoughts rove, and wander 
© abroad amongſt many vain. things, and 
*know not wheres make any ſtay, to 
<faſten themſelves; the ſpirit of life 
*which is in them that are Chriſts, quick- 
ens their mindes to think upon that 
Kem4.2- ©which is juſt, | rag 
+ Having thus farre \ proved that the 
thoughts of righteous ones are juſt, and 
that-he which is a righteous man, muſt 
have good and' juſt rhoughts;' my me- 
chod ſhall be, © - OY 
1. To ſhew the neceffity or needful- 
neſle of this government of the thoughts. 
2. ' The, crrours and exorbitances of 
mens thoughts. | 
3. The rethedies againſt theſe exorbi- 
tancies; 1 Generally, | 
| i C Particularly: of Sagas 
 4- The meanesto get good thoughts. 
5. Rules to govern good thoughts 
gotten. Oy Tn is - 


CHAP. 


ws A 


ID” F FOG ot ho 


CRAP is — 
M F Ir, the needfulneſſe of. the govern- 
= þ: ment of thoughts appears, becauſe 


{ thoughts are the fountain or ſpring of all 
Z humane actions, whether 'they be good 
Z *orevil.: {A man ordinarily firſt thinks, 
= < and after ſpeakes out;'with his mouth, 
= <or workes:outwardly with the members 
# © of the body. 21 heart www bot withie 
* © we while'] —_—_— the fire -hindled, 
3 © and 7 ſpake with my' tongue So the pr. _- 


- 27 < wicked deviſe devices againſt Jeremy, _ »*** 
. | *and then  ſmite- him dith\the\ Tongue, 384K 


2 © Pharaoh thought to deal-wiſely;: and 

2 © then commands to deſtroy the Hebrew 

2; < children; wherefore ſeeing actions good 

# ©or evil iflue from our thoughts, we 

Z *ought to take notice. of that wife -ad- 

x <vice;. Keep thy heart with all diligence. pro; 

Z The foul retains fo much of its ſpiritual 

Z nature, and native perfection, that after 

” the ſimilitude of God, it is iy continual 

Z edtion, though it be-its. imperfe&tion to 

2 be in doingeither good or evil. Thoughts 

2 paſſe in the mind as currently, as water 
| in 


E 


The right government 

in the livelyeſt fountain ; it is not like a 3 
watch inthy pocket, which will not run | 
without windivg up ;it-is anatural mo- Þ 
ver, and is in unceſſant motion towards * 
good or evil:*  < Gods thoughts are good |? 
*eternally ; but the beſt mens thoughts 7 
*are.to good and-evils were they onely # 
Foood and not evil, the lefſe care of pre» # 
© vention would ſerve in this .govern* X 

© ment of thoughts.” But 'tis! the miſery | 

of our ſouls, that the: ima ginative facul- | 

Ys whole perfeQtion is alwayes to think; | 
ould be taken up, too often times with * 
 _  -, thinkiog-evil. The Holy -Spirit notes 7 
Gen, 6.5, Fhis-with' a black -coall © © The imragina- © 
Gea8-21, * tions of naturabenen; are evil continnal- * 
ly, theugh the thoughts of the righteous 7 
* be;jufs. + Grace'and nature mixe inthe 3 
Tegenerate man,and becauſe of theſe dif- 
ferent principles, his thoughts move with- # 
in him to good and to evil, as he faid ; 1 

Rom, 9, © delight in the Law of God after the in- | 
23,23, ward many, but T:ſee another law in my % 
© mentbers warring againſt the law of my © 

" wind, and bringing me into captivity to 
©thelaw of for which is in my Members»: 
This is 'one reaſon, why our thoughts 2 
have necd of govarnment. BEES! þ 


© of Thoughts: © TH 
Secondly evill thoughts are fin, The pror.24-g- 
2 <thought of fooliſhnefle is fin, not the 
| & <action only; but the thought alfo isſin : 
2 it is a looſe opinion, and ſtrikes at the 
# root of godlinefle'; That, thoughts are 
= free, or that [they are fins not much 
* markable , or of heinous conſequence, 
& © yet let me ſpeak the truth, as 1t 1s, 1n 
; # Chriſt.-+ Evil thoughts are ſins of ſpe- -. 
-y & cial note; and dangerous; becauſe they 
1j2 & are primary ſins and leaders'of other 
ſins in and out : oxt. of the heart pro- 1 
* ceed evill thoughts , as tlie thonghts'of = 
3 Adukery,Murder,' &-c. The beſt aftion Mar.7. r8; 
2 inthe world ,' if it proceed not'froma 
2 well-ordered ' and diſpoſed thought. is 
2 not commendable, and doubtleile. an 
2 <evil work premeditated', and thought 
c_ 2 *upon, is ſo much more finfuland dam- 
= *nablez 87m0r Magns did not give mo- 
3 ©ney for the holy' Ghoſt, though he of- . 
s <feredit , becauſe there were none that 
2 © would receive it; yet Pefer perceived 
Z © himin-the gall of bitterneſſe, and in 
Z © the bond of iniquity : yet Peter de- 
2 nounceth, Thy meny periſh with thee, 
= becauſe thou haſt t honght, that the gift of gc, x; 
* the holyGhoſt may be purchaſed with I ai 
YZ others 


% 


The right government 


others ſins are fins,at ſecond hand ,. and 
(as ſome think) ſo. far. forth dangerous, | 
as they. have reſidence in the heart, _ * | 
3. <Evil thoughts are ,the occaſions. 3 
6 . ſin, and therefore require. a- ſtrict 7 
F hand To, be kept over, themz- wicked | 
* doings, and wicked ſayings, begin at | 
© wicked 1maginations :. An | unjnft man | 
Plali36.4. deviſeth miſchief upon his bed, and then Þ 
MY ſets himſelf in a way that is: not good: | 
6 when God gave up the Gentiles t0 4 repro- 
Rom. i. © bate mind', 'they did things which were 
28,29, © 0t canvenient, they were filled.with all K 
*urrighteouſneſſe c if the heart: be filthy 3 
<within, the mouth will ſpeak out of the 3 
© abundance thereof E it cannot be, but a 7 
_ © foul heart and mind ſhould be attend- 3 
< ed with a foul life, or a very hypocriti» % 
© cal: The Gentiles (of whom even now) 
© had. vain minds , and they walked, in } 
© the vanity of their minds. W#here there 
 Epb.4-17. c 5, vanity inthe mind, there will be wick- 
© edneſſe in the walk, _ + "iron WM 
4. God will puniſh evil thoughts. F 
© Salomon pronounceth, The thoughts of the © 
_— I5* *:hewicked are an abomination to theLord,? | 
© but God will puniſh abominations.. Our 1 
© Saviour brings the thoughts of nary 
| viſed? 
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| © your thoughts, : And if but. any.of thoſe 
yi inward parts be wickedneſſe, pray that 


of Thoxghts. 17 
* viſed. anger, and the deſires of Adul- 
© terywithin-the compaſle of fin, arid of 
© judgement too. . The: aCtions : of the 
* ſou]; though diſcontinued from tran- 
* fiency, into apparent aberrations, are 
» both ſinful and ;puniſhable bythe Law 
© of God: indeed the lawes of men, in 


# © their animadverſions- and puniſhments, 


© reach but to word pr deed ? | but here is 


| *the breadth and purity of Gods Law., 


© that 1t . forewarnes and puniſheth ;the 
© evil of thoughts : wherefore look to 


As 8,22; 


the ® © the thonghts of your hearts may ve for 

tall *given, ts 1:5 eto; 

ad- 3 - 5. *Good thoughts are pleaſing unto 

iti- Y <Godz Ay fon give.me thy beart,ſaith Prov423. 
W) 2 © wiſdom ; withour the heart,,, all the zs. 

Lin & © workgof thy hand are nothiag worth 

dere *with God - God loves the ſpiritual ſas 

c>&Y <gificer, one that worlkips him in ſpirit 

--F and in truth: and what more ſpiritual 

hts.Þ ſervice unto Gud, then to offer him.our Joh.4. 23; 
the thoughts, fheſe are the firſt-born f our 

prd,3 ſoules: the prime productions of the 

JurF mind, whereinto no eye pryes, but that 

ad-Y Which is ten bhouland times brighter 


than 
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than the Sun in his clearnefſe. This | 
cloſe ſacrificer is by ſo much more plea- | 
{ing unto God, as he is without bale re- | 
ſpeds, to impaire his worth. There is | 
no witnefle of what paſleth betwixt God 7 
and a thinking ſoul, none preſent but | 
Ged, taking and accepting and the foul- 7 
offeringz In theſe attendancies of the 7 
ſoul upon God, there is no Law-enforce- # 
ments by puniſhments or ſhame , which # 
carry them-forward : nor cenſure of ene- 
mies, aor flatteries , or rewards of the # 
world. And when God finds a pure # 
progeny of holy and unforced thoughts ® 
proceeding freely from himſelt their pro- 7? 
genitor, and directed to him as their Z 
chiefgood; God takes the perſons to 3 
him, as Jacob did Ephraim and Manaſſeh, 7 
and beftowes u ponthem the priviledge 7 
of having his name named upd8n- them. 7 
© A righteous man whoſe. thoughts are 7 ; 
© ;uſt, is fo pleaſing unto God, that Gggt | 
6 heopin Bill of his name, that he may re- # 
© member him in due time. God keeps © 
© a book of remembrance before him, 7 
Mat © whereinare written , They that fear the | 
6. i *Lord, and that think upon his name. © 
6. Good thoughts unite us unto God, 5 
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of Thoughts. 


ſo many good thoughts as we have, ſo 


much acquaintance we have with God:' 


ſo much as our thoughts are turned 
unto God, ſo much is God turned un- 
us : holy thoughts and heavenly med!1- 


tations are our Communions with God. 


A man in divine meditations if fixed, 


© and active; is in a ſort ſJipp'd out of 
©the world, and his own body,to keep 


* company, and to ſpeak with God. 
Happy ſoule, whole thoughts immedi- 
# ately carry him unto God.,or but imme- 
Z diatcly thinks of God in the creatures ! 
7 weſhould let nothought paſſe, unleſle 
2 God beat one end of it, or have refe- 


Ir Z rence to it ; the Apoſtle James faith 


fg 
7 


7 of ſpeeches 3 car one fountain ſendV*" 


2 forth beth ſweet wzter and bitter? ſo of 
2 thoughts let me ſpeak, can one heart 
# ſend out thoughts uniting unto God, 
Z and at the ſame time thoughts tying us 
2 unto the Devill, make -us one with the 
*# world, and heaven, with the ſpirit and 
z thefleſh? no,inno ſort, therefore look 
= that your thoughts keep correſpon- 
= dencie one with another, andall with 
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The right government 
7. Good thoughts are comfortable to 


our ſoules, and therefore we had need. 


to govern our thoughts juſtly : our 
© thoughts in ſame ſort are morecom- 
Ffortable then either good words or 
© works; a man may take the true(t mea- 
*\ure of his gracious ſtature, by his 


own thoughts: - It is our joy and | 
Crown .of rejoycing before men and 


Angels.if we can ſay with Paul, we have Þ 
lived 1n all good conſcience toward X# 


God. - To have ſuch aneven courle in } 
morality, honeſty, charity , as gives ſa--} 


tisfaction to the good, and ſtoppes the 
mouths of cr 

a government of words as may teach ma- 
ny,hurt none,probit all,is a great mercy : 
yet this will not ſatisfy nor give true 


watrant of comfort to the ſoul ,. no nor ? 
make ouroutward obedience acceptable # 
to God,till we have purified our hearts, # 
and ſet in order our thoughts-.from | 
whence words and works , do ariſe': A # 


yers,and to have fuch 7 
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man may keep a fair Quarter with the * 


world , obtain a good reputation for * 
commendable - morality, be well e- 
ſteemed for outward rites of Religion, # 


yet have thoughts as black as hel], fil- } 


thy 


Nl 
Wo”, 

3 
z; 
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* 
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© 'of Thoughts. © 
©thy as Sodom : he that ſaid, hail Ma-, 


© ſter to Chriſt, and kifled him, was the 
© Traytour among the twelve,and while 


E © afouleis ſo filthy within, what com<- 


© fort can ſhe have of any thing outward- 


| ly done? Oh when a ſoule is ſtung 
Z with fiery Serpents, and the great red 
Z dragon hath wrapped the poor wretch 
Z under him, Where ſhall he find comfort 
Z and -peace ? Doſt thou think to find 
& comfort in thy works ? Comfort 1s not 
© there, for they were done but in forma- 
 lity and hypocriſy; paſſe to thy words. 

Comfort 1s not there , for words are 
: wind, masked too often according. to 
2 the judgement of thy betters, the ſway: 
2 of the times, thy own projects and de-' 
$ ſigns in, hand : moſt men minding to 
{put on a ſeemingneſle of good intenti- 
Zons, as Herod did to worlhip the babe 
EChriſt, few-walking in the uprightneſs 
Hof their hearts, and according tothcſim- 

Eplicity of the Goſpel. nh; 


If therefore thou wouldlſt find peace 


Z and comfort in times of temptation, 
Zturn into thy own thoughts, if thou 
Z findeſt them ſwept and garniſbed, ſweet 
2 and well diſpoſed , thou mayelt aflure 


T3 O00. 
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FONG: thy ſelf Chriſt hath been there : Bleſ- 
eat * ſed is the man in whoſe ſpirit there is 
0 gurle : a ſpiritual ,-guileletle mind, 
15, a comfortable evidence of Chriſt, 
being inus. So a man which would 
know the cleanneſſe and virtue of a 
water , comes tothe neareſt iflues that 
may be found , becauſe the loweſt 
ſtreames may be altered by the Chan- 
nel or inungdation of other floods, or 
foyled by the trampling of beaſts : ſo, 
wouldeſt thou know thy ſelf, whether 
Chriſt dwell in thy heart or no? Search: | 
thy thoughts and thy affeQtions , thefe. 
are the immediate iflnes of thy ſoul, 7 
and ſuch as theſe,are, ſuch is thy ſtate 
of grace or nature. ; 
8. © Theres great need thou govern 2 
©thythoughts, for God knowes all the |; 
© thoughts of men; when David prayed, -? 
* give ear tomy words O Lord, conſtder. |; 
© xy meditation, Pſal.y. 1. he prayed | 
©infaith', knowing that God did what 
© he prayed him to dove. God heares } 
* the words of his ſervants praying, and ? 
* conſiders the very meditations of the } 
© heart: it1s the Pſalmiſts confeſlion,that ? 
Ptal.7,g. *God trieth the heart and reins: Thow © 
Es : kroweſt © 
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of Thoughts. 23 
© knoweſt my down-ſitting , and myupri-Yal.1zg.s 
© ing,thou underſtandeſt my thoughts afar 

© off : thoſe voces incondite, untormed, 
©and embryon ations of the ſoule, are 

* known unto God: Thou,even thou one- , ,; 
©ly O Lord knoweſt all the hearts of the ;g. 

| © childrenof men. There is nothing ſo. 
 <inward and hidden in man; that God 
©ſhould not fee it openly. Many mira- 

© eulozs believers came to- Chriſt at Je- 
©rufalem, upon the Paſſeover in the 

© feaſt day , but Jefus would not truſt 

© himſelf with them 3 why ? but becauſe _ —_ 
© he knew all men, he knew what was * 

Fin them. If the Scribes ſpeak but 

© within themſelves, Jeſus knows the.r 
*thoughts, and reproves them ; where'- 

» fore think ye evill in your hearts ? Be- 

# © loved, remember what Job anfwers the 

* ©Eord, 7 know that thou canſ#s do everyMar.g.q, 

1 ©fhing , and that no thought can be 
* with-holden from thee. Such a conſi-1% #** 
*deration as this will make you wary 

* m the government of your thoughts, 
*nothing runs or ſtayes in your minds, + 


© and hearts, but God looks on it. The i 
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23 <goodorevill of a mans thoughts lye 
2 <inthe dark to the eyes of other men, 
E 4. unlefle 
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\.- Funleſſe evidenced by ſome farther pro- 


« duftion 'of it in words or geſture, or 
© deed: but God with whom we have-- 


'* todo, ſeeth all things 'as clear as in 


© the days for night and day are to, him © 
© alike : what avayles then to. hide 
©from men , while God looks on, who 
* willone day be our judge ? 

© And thus much concerning the 
©oreat need, Which we have of the 
<right government of our thoughts : 
©They are the fountains of all aftions, 
© good or evill : evill thuughts are 
© ſinne, and the occaſions of ſinne, 
<and God will puniſh for them. But 
© good thoughts. are pleafing unto God, 
©they unite us. unto God : they are 
*comfortable to our own ſoules, and 7 
© God knowes all our thoughts: there- Z 
«fore letus labour to be the Maſters of 
* 00d thoughts, and to, govern them | 
t ardghts:!;:. |: nts Fu 

T might adde that a man hath a 
good companion , yea many good 
compantons toward Heaven , that | 
hath alwayes good thoughts with himz 7 
others fit ſolitary, and complain for” # 
want of company, but a man of a large ? 
Th EPO To heart, 


?:of Sunghia; JD 


heart, and good thoughts, is never leſs 
alone, then when alone. Thoſe hours 


are comfortable, and full of content-- 


' ment , wherein the thoughts enter- 
tain God, the' chiefeſt good ; and 
=thoſe dependancies which bring us to 
the enjoyipgoFhun. | 


a5 


by. 


CHAP. IV. 


Have proved that the getting and 

governing of his thoughts is neceſlary 
to the well-being of a juſt. mans life 5 
Jet me proceed to declare the common 
errours and exorbitancies of the Chri- 
ſtians thoughts : which though it be 
a thing difficult conſidering the variety 
and multiplicity of the ſouls unkind 
progeny of evY thoughts: yet by Gods 
grace, I will adventure in the humility 


of my ſoul, to give you my thoughts 


In this matter. 
The ſoul is the nobler part of man, ' 


fitted of God unto the greateſt workes; 


to wit, the contemplation of himſelf, 
and of heavenly things; or the framing 
of our actions to earthly ſubjects, with' 
reference to Gods glory, and its own 
falvation; yet ſometimes, it leaves off 
its noble work, and contrary to her 
eſſential being, thinkes of nothing at 
all, or contrary to its well-being, _— 
© 
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of that which is unprofitable: -1n both 

theſe reſpets, the thoughts of men and 
women, are not juſt. | 

©The firſt common errour of our 

*thoughts may not unfitly be called, 

5 dulneſſe or drowſinefle of thoughts, 
*when imagination is dull and thinks 

* of nothing at all, or bur {leepily: it 

* ſometimes happens that the mindes of 

© menare as it were dead withinthemz 

f a ſpirit of heavineſſe comes upon then; 

* fo Ezra ſate aſtoniſhed until the even- dap 
ing ſacrifice, like a clock that flends ,. ;. w 
5 when the plummets are down, or as 4 

© 242 iz 4 deep ſleep, or amazement ; the 

© ſoul thinks not of what it hath to do. 

« A Chriſtian hath bufineſſe at home in 

© himſelf, and abroad in the world, yet - 

© oftentimes he forgets himſelf, and 
©thinks not at all, or but fleepily of 

© what he hath to do, ſay ( beloved ) Is 

*it not ſometimes thus with you ©. Do: 

you not ſometimes find a damp upon 

<your fpirits,ſo-that ye had need to pray 

<unto God to quicken them? My ſont, 
© cleaveth to the duſt, quicken ne accon- ,,. "0 
* ding to thy word. This is a fault of 

© 3magination, againſt the nature of it, 


© which 
\ 
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The right 'government 
© which tends to its perfection by con- 
<tinual action. 

'© The ſecond errour of our thoughts, 
©is when our imaginations are buſie, but 
*they at not to any profitable end to 
<our ſelves or others, for prevention of 
<evil, or attainment of good; and too 
<oftenthey a&t to wicked ends, to the 
<harme of our ſelves and of others. 
©The firſtof theſe two we may call the 
* vanity of thoughts; the other” the 
© wickednelle of thoughts. |; 

Firſt, there 1s a very vanity in fome 


*mens thoughts; ſo the Gentiles be- 


came vain 1n their 1maginations, ha- 
©ving their fooliſh hearts darkened,Rom. 
© I. 21, they could nor know God as 
©God, and therefore they conceive him 


<in their mindes, in the ſimilitude of 


© four-footed beaſts, of creeping things, 
*and of flying fowles. This I maycall 
a vanity of minde, in regard of object, 
or the thing thought upon. The A- 

oſtle fiotes it a fault, in that he forbids 


1Tim.47 It. \ Refuſe vain and old wives fables, 


and exerciſe thy ſelf rather unto godli- 
eſſe. \ 
It would be an endleſle labour to 
= tell 
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tell you in what variable manner the 
mindes.of men are enclined to fix their 
thoughts upon. matters, according to: 
their diſpoſition, education, 'place, or 
company 3 nothing; poſlefleth the brains 
of ſome, but toyes, fancies, 'hutnours, 
faſhions, diſcourſes of Robin-Hood, tales 
of Soxthamptons , Beavis, &c. or \that 
Athenian diſpoſition, and unwearied 
delire to hear news/of others; with an 
idle invention how : to utter the ſame 
complementallyito. others; fome minds 
ing gameing and. ſports, hawknig; hunt: 
ing, &c. Others: new faſhions;-good- 
fellowſhip, mirth;and jeſtings; which are 
not .conventent. -. 030 hs 
Theſe vain thoughts are eſpecially 
appropriated to the worler ſort of men 
and women; yet-the beſt of Gods chil- 
dren want notſome out-runnings 1n this 
kind. Eut it would be conſidered that 
theſe thoughts are vain imaginations.in- 
deed; for they.ncither lift the ſoul to 
communion with-God upward,nor have 
reference to the--ſetling of the ſouls 
peace inward, nor dire the ſoul to the 
performance of any warrantable action 
in its courſe downward. Such are all the 
daughters 
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daughters of this imaginary vanity. * 
fit be here objected, that God hath 
ranted thou = recreatory for the 
ouls wearineſle, as wall as exerciſe for 
the bodies relief; it is true indeed ; but 
theſe — muſt be ſquared by theſe 
rules,or elſe they be not exempted from 
vanity. _ + | 
--1.'The objed of recteatory thoughts, 
muſt be things that are in their own na- 
ture truly indifferent ; forwe are here- 
In ſubject to be partial, our thoughts 
blindeft by affeQion, rather than led by 
judgement out of the Law of God. 
What we think to be no hurt, may be; 
and often 1s, no leſle poiſonful than 
Hen-bane. | | 

2. We muſt admit them as under- 
lings, to our better and more neceflary 
thoughts, leſt ſervants ride 'vn hofſe- 
back, and Princes go onfoot. 

3. They muſt not take up over much 
time, leſt inſtead of fitting the minde 
thereby to better thoughts , they ex- 
clude good thoughts altogether. 

4. We muſtbe wary, leſt under pre- 
tenſe of theſe indifferent things for the 


mindes recreation, Satan do not faſten 
upon 
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upon us ſome deadly temptation; for 
theſe recreatory thoughts are not ſel- 
dome the bands to bring in ſome other 
filthy ſins 5; wherefore if thoſe which 


thou calleſt recreatory thoughts be - 


ſinful, if they take up a diſproportion- 
able time, if they faſten upon thee any 
wicked temptation, if they enfeeble th 


| mind from better thoughts; be thou 


aſſured, they have a meaſure of vanity 
in them. What though ſomeplead for 
theſe things ? as: are the thoughts, ſo 
'1s the man. The fervants of Chriſt 
ſhall -tind; that when they give way to 
ſuch thoughts,the holy courſes of their 
ſouls are interrupted 3 their peace 
which ought to be dear unto them is 
endangered, their: pretious and unre- 
deemable time ſpent, and their inward 
man ſeldom ſendsthem away without 
diſturbance. Let the thoughts there- 
fore of vain matters paſle for vain 
thoughts. 
The fecond vanity of thoughts is the 
# unſtayednefle or levity of them 5 which 
3 is a kind of ſhuttlenefle or ficklenefle of 
Z ourthoughts; the mind in this refpe@, 
whether converſant about good or evi, 
may 


3 


g2 


The right government 
may not; unfitly  be..compared unto the 
unſtable eyes of the Adulterer; which 
be. in every corner | of the houſe 3 now 
in heaven ſoaring aloft, immediately in 
hell diving beneath 3 :or-like the lights 
ning, which flaſheth in a moment out of 
the Eaſt, into the Weſt, Theſe may 
-be. called wandering imaginations, our 
mindes being naturally ſubje&'in this 

manner, toſtray out of their appointed 
limits; as Dznah out of her fathers 
houſe, with no leſfe danger than ſhe 
found ſhame: © Fhis vanity the Apo- 
* ſtle ſeems:tonote-unto us, : when de- 
+ ſcribing*the blindneſle of the Gentiles 
£ hearts; he tells us, That they walke in 
© the vanity of their mindes; having 
© their underſtandings darkened, being 
© alienated from the life of God, through 


© the-iguorance that 3s in thew. They | 
< had walking imaginations, . but they 


© were.1n the dark, and therefore wan- 
< dred in uncertainties. Such roving 
< unſetled. thoughts there - was. in the 
< people of 7/#gel, when ſometimes they 
*were .in '-their thoughts for Eg ypt, 
© ſometimes for Aſ5riah which occa- 


_ © fioned 'the Prophet to complain of 


© them ; 


of Thoughts. 
. ©them: Why gaddeft thou abont ſo niuch 
* to \change thy way # thou: ſhalt be a-* | 
b- fame of Egypt, ws thou waſt of Ally- 
Exrjtah. . : porn nt rn N ; 
This Errour, as all othets;beganfrom 
the- fall of Adam, before: which, the 
mind being aflured- of its chief good, 
was moved in a. {table manner aboyt 
that Center, astlie Stars. equally apout 
the Pole 3 but chenceforth -loſkng her 
enjoyment of the chief good; and in, 
ftead thereof having the fruition of 1n-: 
finite ſeeming pos it-became like a 
Planet, or wandring Star, carried uns 
ſtayedly , or - uncertainly - about the 
lame. . $: nota rink wn 
Theſe Roveingsare eſpecially.in ſan-« 
guine men, and ſuch as are-molt remo- 
ved from  undiftempred melaucholly ; 
for doubtleſie melancholly- perſons in 
their beſt temper, have the moſt ſolid. 
and fixed imaginations, as; the;languine 
and cholerick the moſt moveable : but 
the wanderings.of imagination, :they 
breed. a diſturbance 1n- every action a- 
bout 'which the-mind-. 15, employed, 2 
diſturbance-fenfible to any; who. carry 
about them» an:;abſervant eye. - Yet 
"S433; 35 = Gods 
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The right Government 
Gods ſervants find the moſt apparent 
harme by ſuch thoughts, when they ſet 
themfelves about heavenly bufineſle ; 
ſuppole prayer, or meditation, or hear- 


Gen.y.1t inp, ec. © If Abraham beabout his ſa- 


©crifice ,, the- birds come > down and 
*trouble him, till they be frighted a- 
©way : ſo while we arc about Gods 


* worſhip; theſe - kind'of thoughts do. 


© molt of all moleſt us. It is a hard 
matter: to keep 'the* foul to a ſtable 
motion'of thoughts: but moſt difficult 
'when 'tis-exerciſed about ſupernatural 
duties; 'For now the Devil who en- 
vies our good, -and'the glory of God 
3n ſuchduties, caſteth into our mindes 
vain and impertinent thoughts. Be- 
fidesour mindes themſelves are unhand- 
ſome and indiſpoſed to ſuch work na- 
turally ;' and though where grace is,. 
there may-be a willingneſfle of {pi- 
rit, yet there is alſo a''weaknefle of 
fleſh.” © $591 fe! any 
But it 'may be ſome: will : be. fo far 
from [accounting this an' errour, 'that 
they will rather callitvariety of inven-. 
tion, quicknefle' of ' wit; -fharpnefie:of 
underſtanding: andthe _— no: 
E094 etter 
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of Thoughts: | 
betterthan dull melancholly, or block-" . 


iſhſtupidity.' 1 NN TNTINE 
F anſwer-theſe 5: There: 1s. a wide" IT 


difference betwixt this -un{tayed-courte' 
of thoughts, and -true; and quick, or” 


ſharp invention, or wit: For firſt this 


levity of thoughts 1s- from an 'Inter-: 
courle © of | impertinent - imagmations ,' 
hindering, if not fruftrating the maine' 
intendment 3+ whereas variety of inven-! 
tions, and quickneſſe: of wit, -truly\ſo3 
called,is a-quick minding and managing” 
of thoughts faitable' to 'the project in<* 
tended. ' Again unſtayed thoughts dif- 
able the heart from »relolutions pro- 
ge; for bringing -forth+attions. 
But quickneſle of underſtanding is the 
beſt Midwife for fpeedy delivery of the 
ſoul from the: hard labour of unreſol- 
vedneſle, into an.eſtate obliberty"to act 
freely and ftoutly, on 2 
* The third vanity of thoughts 18, 
when as to the end propouhded;' or 
which bught tobe, they are unprofit- 
able. Some have "working imagina- 
tions, never idle, alwayes bulie 3' but as 
good never a whit; 4s never the better. 
* Some .think- themlelves to: be wiſe. 
EEE * above 


4 
« * 
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Prat! x above other men3 but they imagine 
x Cor.z, © Vain things, and the Lord knowes the 
ks © thoughts: 'of thoſe wiſe men ; that they 

*.ere vain. The: Jews 'in Panls: time 
were: wholly bent: to the maintenance 
of Moſes Ceremonies-z -which yet the 
as  taxeth as; wrprofitable to thoſe 
fhat 


were -occupied in them © for ( ſaith 


Heb.7.18. he) there is a diſanulling of the: Com- 
manduent going; before, becauſe. of the 
ueprofitableneſſe we þ . Thoſe fooliſh 
Queſtions: about: the Law edife not; 
but rather turnto the ſubverſion of the 

| hearers, and by:conſequence are not 
profitable in :Apoſtolical- judgement. 


© There are that trouble themſelves a- | 
© bout Queſtions, and ſtrife 'of words; | 


7:Tim''. cat mark what Mark the Apoſtle puts 
- © upon: them : They are prond, knowing 
© zothing, men ' of corrupt mindes.< it 
©their mindes were not corrupt, [they 
© would: not trouble themſelves abour 
<\uchmatters;:;; {ow 3 03 2 0h 
. This -errour is moſt common. 1n ;theſe 
forward: times,wherein the moſt;refined 


VI, Fo 


wits, -and-{harpeſt inventionszarec - un- þ; 


profitably taken-: up with needlefſe di- 
{putes,.:fruitleſſe,, and' curious, if Nor 
Wb” EY CUTIE 


a 
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curſed- arts , fooliſh ſpeaking, witt 

jeaſtings, and a thouſand ſuch unneceſ- 
ſary impertinencies, not deſtinated unto 
any 'good- end , the .accompliſhment 
whereof never brings any true content 
to the party, nor any profit-to the bre- 
thren, This fault, howſoever many 
make ſmall account of, as thinking it a 
great 'glory''to- be accounted knowing 
or witty :: or thinking it a ſufticieatper- 
fection, not to be dle, or in the. jnten- 
tion of their thoughts -not- to be:hurt- 
ful ;' yetthoſe that know all their aCti- 
ons ſhould be reſpe&ive . unto; ſome 
good,'and content not themſelves with 
a bare "negation of eyil , cannot but 


Jabhor' the unprofitableneſle of their 


thoughts. | : 
Andis-it not -pitty. toſee men ſpend 
ſuch pretious time, and-lay out ſuch un- 
alueable gifts; as ſome have acquired, 
In ndetng that which ' profits no- 
hing ? - © Its pitty-ſuch wine-.as is con- 
tained 'in ſome veſlels, ſhould run at 
waſte, and dono man good. And this 
s ſo much the more to be regarded and 
pitied, becauſe where this unprofitable 
vanity of the mind reigns, it fills the ap- 
F 3 pre? 
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commas of tnen with ſuch'vain de- 
ight, in-their frothy undertakings, that 


they become utterly: uncapable, of any 


courfe of ſtudy, or- endeavour to do 
good unto the Church of God. . Of our 
_ thoughts therefore as of our actions, let 
this be 'a general rule : They muſt be 
deftined unto ſome''good end: for it 
matters-not with what earneſtneſle or 
with what eagernefſe we purſue: them, 
unleffe direCtly; or:by confequent they 
be in ſome way profitable. >. 

-{'TheHourth vanity of our thoughts 
appears, in the diforderlincfle, or con- 


fuſtor'6f them ; it ſometimes happens! 


that the'Devil cannot faſten upon: usa 
deadnefie of thoughts,. nor lodge vain 
imaginations in our hearts, nor cauſe us 
to wander in uncertain cogitations, nor 
caltour'minds into the mould of :unpre 
firable ' inventions'*-: but 'that-. by the 
grace of God we ate inſome meaſure 
freed from all theſe ;/ and then he la 
bours to make confufion and diſorde 
amongſt our moſt profitable and neceſ: 
fary inventions, and reſolutions: fot 
though the thoughts of a good man be 
warrantable in themſelves,and en 
or 


a Thoughts. | 
for a good end ; yet the order of them 
may be ſo confufed , that the good in- 
tended is impeded, if not diſappointed. 
Asin a courſe of ſpeech long and often 


ing, 4nd hinder the apprehenſion of the 
hearer : So 1n thoughts, and in things 
tf of continued aftion, impertinencies and 
x | out-runnings, diſgrace the courſe and 
| ſpeedy performance. ' © When the 
y ©thoughts 'of a mans mind-are double; 
©the man is a tottering thing; andthere- 
ts <fore if Satan. can ring "a" man to 
af <donble-mindednefle, he knows he will 
<be tinſtable in all things, political or re- 
<lipious : for « donble-minded man is 
*2nſtable in all' bis wayes : and then he 
© hath 'gotten much advantage: of him, 
by this wile. f 
- Behold this thing in thy ſelf: firſt 
what an unpleaſant accident, in thy ſoul 
(when formerly well ſetled ) is this 
confuſion of thoughts, though good in 
themſelves : as when amongſt thy di- 
vine meditations and ſpiritual cogita- 
tions, there. creep into thy minde 
thoughts of profit, Jawful pleaſures, or 
neceſſary Whos, which howlſoever 
F 4 they 
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they be not onely permitted,” but- alſo 
commanded of God $0 ave a place in 
our. thoughts, at their/ times, and; in 
their order; for there 1s a time. far all 
things: yet ruſhing -in-at the time, of 
thy devotions , they ' put; all 'Qut of 
order. - obs 05 02 2 497 
- further as they are unpleaſant. fo 
they are diſturbant : A. devoted heart 
cannot inqdure interruptian in {pizitual 
duties, by worldly attendance, or other 
occaſions from without, © While Chriſt 
© was about his Fathers bufinetle., he 
flikes not the importunity,.of brothers 
© or ſiſters, that ſtand; without to-ſpeak 
*with-him. .. Suppoſe a ſoul upon ſome 
extraordinary occafion; reſolve upon a 
-courſe of thoughts to humble;himſelt; 
How troubleſom are cogitations of joy: 
and rejoyceing 2: * Who would not now 
* ſhut the door upon-them, as intruders ' 
<unſent- for;, and. unwelcome 3 . like 
*water 1n 2 ſhip, or like ſnow in har- 
eyelt? AW» not Sins; 
3. God. requires a ſeaſon for our 
thoughtsz and. therefore likes nat a | 
hudling . confuſion | of them: as the | 
Lord hath appointed labour to fit every. 
_— Fn perſon, 
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' perſon, and, to. fit every time 3 {0 he 


hath appointed ſuitable thoughts for 


_ every occalion, When we are about Sa- 


crifice, God hath appeinted one! ſort of 
thoughts to poſſeile our. minds, and 


when ye arc about. our Callings ano- 


ther. * Our. mipds muſt have their 
© changeable ſuites, as. well as our box» 
* dies : the working day hath his 
*thoughts, and the Sabbath his : vain 
*thoughts are no more lawful on the 


fSabbath, than vain words are. He- 


4%, 


©that ſaid, Thonu foalt not fpeak thineni, gx. 
F own words , nor do thy own workes. 3. 


*faid alſo, Thou ſhalt not think thine 
© own thoughts. 

What we are about, if it be war- 
rantable and ſeaſonable, God would 
have our hearts and' hands to intend 


- It : otherwiſe diſorder cannot be a- 


voided. © The phanſie of men that 
<is but natural, left to its own wilde 


 *way of working, and not modera- 
*ted by reaſon, will make ſtrange 


© compoſitions and- mixvures , and lo- 
* cations of things preſented to it by 
© the ſenſes, as we ſee in dreames: 
and 


4» 


42 The right governmet | 

*and If grace moderate not , there' 
: © will be ſtrange © confufions in the 
| *thoughts of men.'' If therefore our 
©thoughts be '' confuſed : - 1-cannot 
© reckon them among the thoughts of 
Myer Righteous',” whoſe thoughts are 
* zof . | © 10 og 
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CHAP. V. 


Itherto I have diſcovered ſome er- 
rours of thoughts , as dulneſle, 

- and yanity : Which laſt appears. © Firſt, 
© when the mind 1s bufied about vain 
© objects. Secondly, when the mind it 
+ ſelf is looſe and unſtayed. - Thirdly, 
FWhen the mind propounds no- pro- 


© fitable end. Fourthly , 'When the ..- 


: Soaghts are -diſordered or confu- 
© led, 

+ I ſball now ſpeak of ſome other vani- 
ties of our thoughts, which go. far be- 
yond + theſe hitherto mentioned 3 be- 
cauſe they have not errour onely joyn- 
ed with them, but-alſo apparent wick- 
edneſſe. Thoſe already fpoken of are 
native infirmities,unall men; -and there- 
fore alſo the beſt: of men are faulty more 
or lefle in them : but there remain yee 
two other exorbitancies of.' thoughts 
"hich are incident to the minds and 

| thoughts 
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thoughts of the worſt men, eſpe- 
cially and _ from which regenerate 
perſons are in a great meaſure ſet 
free. EE; | 

Let us come to-fpeak of the firſt ſorc 
of theſe wicked thoughts. I cal] them 
wicked, for they have not onely vanity 
-tn them, but a}fo ſin: and this 1s, when 
thoughts of evil draw' in the will and 
affeftions toa complacency;to a withing 
and pe ary hor {ſometimes a faint- 
3ng- defire to ' enjoy ' ſome wnlawlfull 
thing : ſuppoſe an unlawful mm; Or 
fomeunjuſt'gain, ungodly honour, un- 

Gen, Warrantable victory, bloody ſpoyle ,/or 
ſuch like. So 'Eve faw the forbidden 
fruit, as a thing to be defired : ſo 4»:- 
0x luſted after his ſiſter Thamar, till he 
became''as'one of the 'footes of Tract. 
< So - 4hab' coveted Naboth's vineyard, 
<till he was fick with defiring,and wick- 
cd in gaining- the poſſeſſion. ' So '4b- 
© {olo# 'thought of a kingdom ,-'and is 
<and ' ſo ambitiouſly..covetous of 'it, 
*thathe attempts to uſurp the Crown, - 
«though by unnatural rebellion againſt 
© his Father : This is that 'which' the *' 
* Apoſtle calls the luſt of the fleſh , Lo 

| ©, 
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 *luſtrof the: eyes.,.'and the pride ' off 

6 Ne labich nh the three-great :dols Johna: 

< ofthe world. - 7 vr} 3.7 EI 

This wickednefle in thoughts | ſo 

farre' pleaſeth; ſome, that when they 

cannot enjoy: the : thing deſired ,, yet 

they account it' a ſpeculative happineſs, 

to-have the thing deſired intheir minds; . 

though it be but an image ithere- 

of :'tt-pleafeth the. covetous man to 

dream of his. Bounds , Bills, Morgages, 
 Affurances, dayesof payment; and this 

carthly mindednefle, will: let him mind 

nothing elfe: ſo -another tofleth fleſhly 

pleaſures from one thought to another, 

and from one delire to another,;& when 

the. power of the fleſh. periſheth in them; 

they grow to feed their phanfies with 

contemplative - fornications'z. in [the 

like caſe the contentious man dreams 

of; wrangling ſuits , the -man- of blood 

of fire-and-faggots, ſwords and battels. 

Thus the great mans thoughts are ta- 

ken up with his honours, revenues;at- 

tendancies; the Gallant with -his gay 

clothes,the old man pleaſcth his phanſy 

with. rxemembrances and- diſcourſes of 

What he -hath::been, and. what he hath 


done, 
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done, the young man with what he 


may be : his hopes and poſibilities .de- 


light him, as if they were preſent enjoy- 
ments: thus the imagination of things 


< that are not , work. upon us the ſame: 


<affefions:, -as if they were. Jacob 
© doth as feelingly grieve for the fup- 


© poſed death of Joſeph, as if he had 


© been dead-indeed,and ſo men take the 
© ſame delight in their ſuppoſed wick- 
_ ©edneſles,as if they were reallyeffeRed. 
Theſe and ſuch like thoughts in the 

| Cheart, are the things which defile a 
© man; whether they be proud 1magt- 
© nations, or . covetous _ thoughts , 
< thoughts of revenge againſt others, or 
*thoughts'of Blaſphemy againſt God; of 
© what kind ſoever.our thoughts are, 
© if they draw in the will to cotfent 
<*unto their evill ,, they are wicked 
© thoughts;they are wicked , ſuo gemere, 
<3ntheir own nature : but. when they 
< work. the will into co-partnerſhip, 
© they are higher in the degree of wick- 
© edneſle; it is fin but to think: that 


*which evil, but to think of it with 


* hkingand conſent, is a greater degree 
* of fin : God reproves him, and fertterh 
| | his 


2 
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. of Thoughts. 47. 
< his ſins in order before his face, who... 
© ſaw the thief and. conſented unto him, —_ 6 
4 and was partaker with the adalterer. 
The ſecond ſort of wicked thoughts 
come to paſle, when the thoughts ha« 
ving gained.upon the heart todelight 
in. evil, and with a kind of roveing de- 
fire toexpect it 3 the underſtanding alfo 
is drawn in-, byan opinion of an imagi- 
nary happineſflie to plot and beftirre it 
ſelf; unto the furtheſt of its natural or 
, acquired invention , to produce by all 
means the evil thought upon, into 
ations: : 5 | | ne, 
This incevery kind3s: the height and 
extremity of evill thoughts , this per- 
{on ſo deviſing to do miſchief is proba- 
bly the man whom Saint Johz puts-into 
the Devils mouth, ſayings 'He that com- 
commits: ſen ; is of the Devilf : That 1s, 1Joh.z.84 
©. not only:thinks of it,and delights 1n it, 
 ©<but alfo plots for itz fo the Devil fins 
*from thebentuning ,defiring, plotting, 
©contriving.,aCting it himſelf, and tempt- 
ing others. to it : of ſuch a'remarkable 
perſon,the wiſe man ſaith,he that deviſe- 
eth evill,(that is,by reſolved deviſing all 
means, and leaving no ſtone unturhed) 
- | men 


48 


II, 


Prev.12, 
3. 


— ſhall call him: the Authonr of ſen, 


Mich 2 » Prophet: 2icha  exclaithes , Woe wnto 


"their hearts are filled with'an hidden 


| ©fels of the wicked, are deceipt. 
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or a miſchievous perſon, againſt theſe 
thoughts, and the:thinkers ofthe, the 


them , that deviſe iniquity ; and work | 
evill upox their beds, when'the morning 
is light, they praiſe it , _ it i336 
the power of their hands; Such are the 


thoughts of the. men of this 'world; 


treaſure of evil inventions how to do 
miſchief, and when they have doneit,; 
they lay plots how to dawb over their 
unanſ{werable actions and endeavours 
with witty and deceitful Apologies, to 
prevent 'the evil opinions and ſpeeches 
of men; for though the thoughts of the, 
<juſt are Righteous, yet the conn-. 


© Theſe wicked thoughts have much 
* of their Father the devil, in them; for 
© he is fullofdevices or wiles ; whereof 
© the righteous are not ignorant , and fo 
© are all wicked menz and more, when 
<theyare men of parts and place in-the þ 
© world; Solomon notes. that there is a: | 
© a man of wicked devices, that is , owe: 


© that deſires and plots wickednege , _ 
porn | the ' 


of Thoxghts. By 42. 
5 the Churle deviſeth wicked devices to | 
© deſtroy the poor, And David ſpeaks Iſa.37.2. 
© of his enemy, that he deviſed miſchief olal.36.44 
© upon his bed; if that enemy there meant 

* was Saul, 'tis manifeſt, that he often- 

© time thought in his heart to knl. Da- 

* vid, and laid many ſnares for himto 

*take away his life : ſome 1gnorantly 

* think that nothing is ſinful, that is not 

* acted by the bodies inſtruments, 

© but alas, 'tis but their ignorance, and 
*therefore alſo the vanity ' of their 
*thoughts 3 for a Prophet records it for 
*atruth, the heart of a vile perſon will, ;.- 
*work iniquity: \n lin there 1s heart- 

* work, and head-work, as well as 

5 hand-work. 
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Nd thus I have alſo diſcovered 

thoſe evil thoughts which ſurpaſle 
the dulneſle, and vanities of them, be- 
ing in themſelves evil; . © and infecting 
© the heart with wicked complacency, 
© and the underſtanding with wicked 
<jnvent1ons. 

Having thus far proceeded in ſearch- 
ing out theerrours, and wickedneſle of 
meys thoughts. I ſhall now endeavour 
by the aſſiſtance of God, to preſcribe 
ſome remedies or means of redretle : 


andthe Remedies will be of two ſorts : 


the firſt equally oppole all crrours of 
our thoughts, whether dull, or vain, or 
wicked : the ſecond are more particu- 


lar fitted to cure ſome kind or other,and 


not ſo much reſpecting all. 
Firſt, the mind that travelleth , and 
feeleth it ſelf heayy laden with any of 


the former incumbrances and would be 
refreſhed 


of Thoughts. © 
refrefked with the reſt of God: muſt 
make aconſcience of his thoughts'; con- 
trary to the common opinion of Gar- 
naliſts , and time-ſerving Formaliſts ,” | 
who think, and often fay it, That 
Thought is free, and that if they can 
refrain ſuch words and works as are of 
evil report and puniſhable, then their 
peace 1s ſound, and themſelves jult, 
though their thoughts be black as hell; 
and conform to the works of the De- 
vil. And indeed, thoughts are free 
from puniſhment by the Laws of men, 
which onely reach to the outward man 3 
* and a man 1s not bound by Law, or 
* any duty, to reveale all his thoughts 
© unto another. Salomor tells us, That 


© a prating fool, or a man of fooliſh lips Prov.ts; 


©ſhall fall : Buc the good man nmlſt*% 
perſwade himſelf that the Lord takes 
notice of, abhors, arid will puniſh evil 
thoughts, as the breaches of his Law, 
therein extending more than the laws 
of men. * It is a known diftinttion a- 
* mong all,that there areſins of thought, 
© as-much as ſms of word or of deed: 
*We read of ſome that erre, becauſe 
© they imagine evil - of fomethat ſinned 
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© becauſe they tempted God in their 


© hearts : of others that did work wick- 
© edneſſe in their heart. Our Saviour 
© oives a.check to the Scribes for their 
© evil thoughts; Wherefore think” ye 
© evil in your hearts Yea 1n the Court 
of Conſcience, and in Gods light, evil 
thoughts are in ſome reſpect, more fin- 
ful ( or lefle excuſeable ) than either 
words or deeds. © What 1s that con- 
© demning fin of unbelief : what that of 
-——_— whoſe puniſhinent in Hell 
©is the pattern how other ſins ſhall be 
© puniſhed ? They are not fins of word, 
© they are not fins of work ; but ſins of 
© the inward parts, of .the mind, and of 
*the heart. Conſider further upon this 
© matter, and ye ſhall perceive. 

I. © That evil thoughts are Ring- 


© leaders to other fins : all ether unclean- 


© neſses begin at the heart, whether they 
©be blaſphemies, or falſe-witneſſang , 
© which are fins of the tongue; or wwr- 
© ders,,and adulteries, which are fins of 
*deed. From contemplative wicked- 
*nefle, we go on to attual : ſo luſt 
<( within, when it hath conceived, at 
*temptation without ) brings forth ix. 

| © Imagi- 


of Thoughts. 
© Imagination is the great wheel of the 
© ſoul; if that move amiſle , all the 
© whole man runs at random: for. as 
© the phanſie conceives, the judgement 
© concludes, the will chooſeth, the affe- 
* tions purſue , or chew, and the 
©members of the body execute. Where- 
© fore 1n regard of precedency, or cau\- 
© ality, fins of thought are more finfa], 
* or 1nexculeable, than either words or 
© deeds. | 

2. Our thoughts are more at liberty. 
than our words or aCtious: there is 
lefſe byas hanging upon our thoughts, 
than upon our outward man. Astheſe 
are 'more free from the ſhame of the 
World, the cenſure of enemies , the 
puniſhment of outward laws, the repre- 


I henſfion of godly brethren : ſo they 


are lefſe ſwayed by hopes of favour 
from ſuch we love or reverence, or hope 
to riſe by. In evil times eſpecially,many 
things may afford excuſe for miſcar- 


Tiages in our words or deeds. Many 
| dangers are following them that are of 
| free language and open works which in 


this frailty of the fleſh, may put onour 
outward faults a mincing infirmity 3 but 
: G 3 ' none 
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none, nor any of theſe, can any. way 
diminith the fault of our thoughts. 
For notwithſtanding all theſe , our 
thoughts are freed from the byas. of 
fear or favour. © Jozathan could love 
© David as his own ſoul, though he 
*went in his Father $axls Army, which 
© hunted him as a Partridge upon the 
© mountains. Obadiah thought reve- 
* rently of the Lords Prophets, and pre- 
* ſerved many of them from the cruel 
© rage of Feſabel : though he lived in 
© 4habs Court: But if the inward parts 
© be wickedneſle, there 1s no faithful- 7 
© neſle in thoſe ſinners : There is no faith- © 


f; 
t 


*part is very wickedneſs. Its poſſible, 3 
£ God may have ſome whoſe hearts are # 
© right with hum in evil times, though 3 
© they halt in their words and outward 2 
* behaviour : But ifthe thoughts of the 3 
heart and mind be evil, whatſoever } . 
*the outward appearance is, there 1s no | 
* believing of ſuch. £ 
3. The temptations of Satan have | 
not ſuch power over our thuughts, as / 
they have in our outward man, in | 
much as the Devil 1s. no ſearcher of | 
= hearts, 
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hearts, and therefore cannot ſo eafily 
puddle theſe fountains, as he doth, by 
Gods permiſhon, our words and deeds. 
I do hot fay Satan hath no power, but 
not ſuch power. © The Devil knows 
© the conſtitution and temperament of 
© mens bodies, and can move the hu- 
© mours, and by them he can ſtir up the 
* afteCtions : he can repreſent falſe ſpe- 
cies by the ſenſes unto the cogitative 
faculty: and thereby diſorder the 
*thoughts: But he hath not ſich an 
<1mmedaate 1llapſe,or entrance into the 
. © heart, as into our outward ſenſes : and 
? ©by how muchour thoughts receive leſs 
} © *violence and oppoſition from Satan, by 
* <*ſomuch the ſins of our thoughts are 
<lefle excuſeable: as he isleſle a ſinner 
©that ſins by temptation, than . he that 
- £{inneth without. 

But thou wilt ſay, Our words and. 
deeds bring more damage unto others, 
.and breed a greater ſcandal amongſt the 
g00d, than our thoughts do. I anſwer, 
Yes: and therefore God condemns out- 
ward actions that are finful : © But the 
*evil of our thoughts are as filthy in our 
< ſelves, and as open to the eyes of God, 


G 4 as 


The riobt government 


Fas our actions are: and God whoefpe- 
© cially reſpects our ſpirits, whether in 
£ mortification to in, or in quickning to 
© righteouſneſle :' hath equally forbid- 
£den our thoughts, as our words or 
© deeds. He that ſaid, Thou ſhalt not 
© bear falſe witxeſſe, Thou ſhalt not ſteal, 
© ſaid alſo, Thou fhalt not covet. | 

Wherefore we ought to have a con- 
ſcientious care of our evil thoughts, as 
of our evil deeds; we muſt account 
them ſinful, and punithable : and take 
© heed how we receive in thoughts, hand 
©over head,. 'Good thoughts indeed 
<ſhould be welcom'd when they come, 


< leſt we be found to reſilt the Spirit of | 


£ God:for ina motion upon thy thoughts 
©the Spirit of lite -may come into thy 
© ſoul. But on the other hand, if evil 


*thoughts do offer themſelves ,. we 


* ought to keep them our. 


I have intiſted upon this remedy the | 
longer, becauſe until this be cleared up F 
to the judgement that thoughts are ſins, | 
and puniſhable, and we ought to make | 


2 conſcience of them, all other remedies 


of evil thoughts will be unprofitable, - 


and the mind wil be peſtered with them. 
RO The 


| 


_ of Thoughts. 


The ſecond General Remedy againſt 
evilthoughts is. Let a man judge and 
condemn himſelf '@@r evil thoughts : 
_ there is no man living can ſay his heart 
is clean: and 'tis meet that a Chriſtian 
feel a trouble and heavineſle within 
him , wrought" by that diſorder and 
trouble that 1511 his thoughts. : Pal is 


, 


our pattern, crying out , 06 wretched, 


man that Tam. * Let us think it expe- 
* dtent for us to cry out againſt that lao- 
©dy of evil thoughts within us, that 
' £God may deliver us from:them :.we 


.*. 
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| Fſhall never have true and ſound peace?.. 5r. 


5in our ſelves, unlefle our hearts be 


© clean created within us. The Phariſee _ = 


*which cleanſeth the outſideof the platter, 


© hath no true comfort while his inward 
* parts are full of ravening and wicked- 


© eſs. For he that madethat which 18 


© without, made that which is within 
calſlo. There 1s no fweetnefle in that 


£ ſoul, which is a whited tombe withour, * 


5 and rotten bones within. | Doſt thoh 
© look at that which 1s without ?- and 
© doſt thou condemn thy ſelf for any un- 
© comelineſle there? Thou doſt well : 
© for Gad made the outſide, and Chrift 

: | _ *purchaſed 


3 
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purchaſed the outſide : but forget 
©not to look at that which 1s within ; 
<and if any — be there, judge 
<and condemn thy fſelf for it : for God 
© made the inſide, and Chriſt purchaſed 
© the inſide. It 18a Wiſe mans counſel : 
* Tf thou haſt thought evil.lay thine hand 
* upon thy month : evil thoughts ſhould 


*©be ſtopped before they get out upon 


©the tongue : Swrely the ehurming of 
© milke brings forth butter : and the me- 
< ditationand agitating of evil thoughts 
<will bring furth ſin. Stop them up 
© therefore , and condemn thy ſelf for 
*them : that they break not out, to thy 
© ſhame, and danger. | | 
© Thirdly, ſet yourſelves againſt evil 
© and vain thoughts, and be not quiet 
<till ye have in ſome meaſure cleanſed 
© your minds of them. Evil thoughts 
*are not worthy to paſſe into your 
© minds; much lefleto keep houſe there. 
© 0h Jeruſalem, waſh thine heart from 
© wickedneſs : how long ſhall vain thoughts 
© lodge within thees Evil and vaine 
*thoughts are bold intruders, they will 
* come, yetlet them not ſtay to take up 
lodging with thee. There are _ 
= irds 


of Thoughts. © 
< birds that are unclean, and ſome of 
them are ſwift of wing 3 but:they are 
©not for ſacrifice. Thoughtsareas ſwift 
© as the birds of the air; they flic more 
© ſpeedily, and thou canſt not hinder 
*them from coming and hovering 1n 
* thy mind:yet 'tis thy duty to keep them 
* from building and neſting themſelves 
*if they be of anunclean kind. If thou 
*canſt keep evil and vain thoughts out 
* from getting entrance, thou ſhalt quit 
* thy ſelflike a man : bur if they break 
©in upon thee, gather thy ſtrength to- 
© gether, and ſtrive to beat them out a- 
<oain, If men did begin betimes toen- 
© ter combat with their fins, whilſt they 
* are but thoughtsz how many wicked- 


©nefles would be prevented upon the _ 


©knees 2 many of Satans temptations 
. *would be taken up, and waſted be- 
© times, Which ſuffered to grow into 
© actions, become ſtrong and ſpreading 
*wickednelle. Friends, ſet your ſelves 
<in oppoſition againſt. the evil of your 
© thoughts : this is the way tobe more 
*than Conquerors. Know this, he that 
thinks to waſte groſle fins which waſte 
the peace of his ſou], mult” begin to 
fight 
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fight them within dores, even in his 
own thoughts , but be that thinks to 
beat fin out of ation, and leaves it in 
his thonghts, begins at the wrong end; 
it is an eahie thing for lin to paſſe from 
the thought into action : *he that cuts 


© off this patſage, may be ſecure of this: 


<converfation outwardly : if therefore 
<thou meet with any evil thoughts 
© within thee,declare thy ſelf an enemy, 
and caft them out. | 

A fourth general Remedy againſt evil 
_thoughts, is : Have reſpect unto Gods 
word; he that would hedge out evil 
thoughts, muft look into Gods word: 
this 1s'#t which ſets bounds to all vain 
_thonghts 3 the Pſalmiſt propounds - a 


Plal.119.9queſtion : how may a young man cleanſe 


bis way, Pſal.119.9. a hard matter for 
any man, | but more hard in a young 
man, who by reaſon of his perturbation 
and violence of affe&ions, the Philofo- 
phers accounted unfit for their Schools, 
yet the means is prefcribed by takin 
heed, according to thy word : the wa 
. *of God gives wiſdom unto the ſimple, 
<itthey will hear it, and give aften- 
* dance therennto; if the law of God be 
WM 


= FOOoY ah. _ F'Y —_—_ —_— PI ”— a. Tas 


cm G A a a a 3 =x©z© © _ © as 


_ 


of Thoughts. 
© ina mans heart, nane of his ſteps ſhall,,, .._. . 
<{]Jide : men may account the wa ef | 
© God a weak defence and ſhelter againſt 
© any annoyance : but hear what the 
© Apoſtle ſpeaks of it, from experience : 
| © the weapons of our warfare, are not 
© carnal, but mighty through God, to 
© the pulling downof ſtrong holds, caſt- z Cor. 1s; 
© ing down imaginations, (mark that) #*5- 
© and every high thing that exalts it - 
© ſelf againſt the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity .eve- 
fry + thought. to the obedience of 
*Chriſt : high imaginations fall down 
© before the word , and before it every | 
1 *©thought goeth into captivity. - Þ _ 
| <The fifth general remedy againſt 
© yainand wicked thoughts , 1s prayers 
©pray againſt evill thoughts, This isa 
© general remedy againſt all evills, and 
© we have need to make uſe of it a- 
© gain(t the exorbitances of our thoughts, 
© becauſe they are ſo continually work-_ 
<ing to bring forth ſin; the body grows 
| <weary in acting thoſe ſins, which re- 
« quire a concurrency of the members _ 
© of the body, but the mind is never 
" *yithout its contemplative ne 7" 
© les, 


{ 
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po” "les, in one kind, or other, and there- 
\ .. fore we alwayes ſtand in need of 


" prayer, to help thoſe weaknefles of 
"our thoughts: if a clock be not every 
*day wound up, it will ſtand , and not 
*rell you the time of the day; and ſo 
" will our thoughts fall upon lower and 


© looſer objetts, unleſle they be pullyed 


© and lifted upunto God by prayer: the 
: Apoſtle therefore bids us to pray con- 
_tinually;not that we ſhould do nothing 
-elſe, (forthe life of a Chriſtian is a bu- 
*fie life, and full of variety of work) 
*but that in all our' bufineſſe', the 
*thoughts of our hearts ſhould have 


 ©their ſhort <cjaculations, and quick 
'c 
c 


rayers unto God, which hinder not, 
bon forward us in our labours with 
* better ſucceſle : the mind of man is of 
© that ſpeed in aGions, that the body 
©cannot keep pace with it, -and there- 


* © forein all our bodily labours, gaine 


© time to diſpatch a ſpeedy prayer unto 
«God : but morhting:ahd evening do 
* more eſpecially require our prayers 
unto God, that God being firft in our 


*thoughts in the morning , may barre - 
_ * out all vain thqughts from-entring in | 
call þ 


M®- 9 mute. an at nos ans no 


of Thoughts. 
<All the day, and being laſt'in our 
* thoughtsat evening, we may lye down 
© and take our reſt, while the Lord is 
© entreated to ſuſtein us by taking upon 
© him our protection. | 

<Sixthly, ſet your ſelves ia Gods eye, 
©7 have ſet the Lord alwayes before 
, mine eyes , he is at myright hand if 
< men would ſet themſelves alwayes in 
©Gods ſight, and be perſlwaded that 
©God 1s about their beds, and about 
© their paths 3 and ſpyes out all their 
*ways: many a vain and wickedthought 
©would not be ſo bold to make their 
© appearance. Bring your unruly and 
untruſty thoughts, like unfaithful ſer- 
vants into the preſence of God: it may 
be, and it uſually happens , that an evil 
ſervant hath private haunts to his Ma- 
ſters dammage, yet in the eye of his 
Maſter, he will behave himſelf demure- 


ly and orderly; _— Abſolom have a 


traiterous heart, and ambitious plot 
upon his Fathers kingdom: yet in the 
preſence of his Father, he -will carry 
himſelf as one of the Kings ſons. God 
thought upon, as preſent, awes our 


* otherwiſe unruly, cogitations, into' a 


© kind 


Pſa!.16.% 
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© kind; -of - quiet. behaviour, _ 

| Do notthink within thy heart, Tuſh, 
God ſeeth not; there is nv impoten- 
cy in Gods otnniſciencie, his eye is brigh- 
terthen the Sun, and breaketh.into the 
moſt fecret cornets of thy cogitations, 


| It's aSunabove thy head; which never 


ſets; a Candle in a room which never 
goes out: . God can no more be ſepara- 
ted from a perpetual view of our 
thoughts, then from his own immea- 
{urable infiniteneſſe. Wherefore think 
thy ſelf continually. in the preſence of 
God, and be not blind like Baleam; | 
whoſe aſſe was .more - quick-fighted; to | 
ſee God, then himſelf x the ſou] which 
apprehends God looking upon him,(un- 
lefſe moved by ſenſuality, to think God 
like unto himſelf ) will ſtand in awe, 
and not ſin : the preſence of God is like 
Sun, and wind that ſcatters all the Yogs 
of evil, and corrupt thoughts that ariſe. 
This-ſtubble cannot. endure the day: of , 
Gods coming. The Prophet when he 
bringeth in the Atheiſt, with a heart ſet 
within him to do wickedly, renders a | 
reaſon out of his own mouth , ſayingz | 
Tuſh, God ſeeth not , how un God L 

| now: # 
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High? *as if he would tell us, that a 
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know ? 1s there knowlege in the moſt ,, = 
* main ground of that propbaneneſle 

© which is-in mens hearts ; and lives; 

© ariſeth from a ſuppoſition of Gods 

© not regarditig what is done upon earth 

* by the ſonnes of men : and in another 

© place 'tis written, the tranſgrejſron of 

© thewicked ſaith within my heart , that a bo 
© there is no fear of God before his eyes; MF 
*as if he ſhould ſay, the rranſgretiſions of 
wicked men have a language.whereby 
they ſpeak,if not to my ear,yet unto my 
<underſtanding,and theyperſwade me to 

© believe in my heart,that there is no fear 

© of God inthem : now if the not ſeeing 
of Gods preſence give riſe unto fins of 
deeds, which have many othef reſtraints 
upon them; how much more ſhall the 
non-obſervance of Gods preſence open 
a dore for corrupt thoughts, - to enter; 
whom no eye; but God can eſpye; upon - 
which there are no reſtraints, but the 
fear of God : * if the Ancients of Iſrael, 
© who make-lawes ,. and rule others, 
"think the Lord ſceth not; the Lord 

* hath forſaken the earth : they will. 
* doe abominable things in the dark; 
| | H in 


- 
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Ezck.8.12©;n the chambers of their imagery. T 
©Wherefore that ye may lean evil © 
< thoughts; believe that your ſelves and | 
<your thoughts are continually before 
God : for this know, an evill thought 
can no more endure the look of God, 
then a runagate ſervant, the frown of 
his Maſter : © and ſet God alwayes be- 
© fore your eyes: inall times, and in all | 
© places, when you are in the midſt of | 
Pfat.zs.9. Gods Temple, think of his loving 
© kindnefle : 7 have thought of thy loving % 
© kindneſſe in the midſt of thy Temple; 
| © L,that's no wonder, what ſhould a {Gul # 
Pſalm, *doelſein Gods Temple, whither the 7 
© Tribes of the Lord, the Tribes of the | 


© Lordgonp to give thanks to the name 


© of the Lord # but hearken again, Thave | 
© remembred thy name oh Lord in the | 

Pal. r19*© 277g ht, even in ſolitary places,and times, 
vTs © a righteous mans thoughts have recourſe | 
©#nto God: and mark the benefit of #| 

© ſuchrecourſes, 7 have remembred thy © 

© zame oh Lord in the |night, and have © 

* kept thy law: when our thoughts # 

©are fixed upon God, hispreſence with» | 

© holds us from finne, and keeps usto - | 

© his Law. < ; 

7, Reme- 


Wy, of Thoughts; 
5, Remedy agaitiſt evil thoughts is; 
ſearch 'thine own Son_ 5 ws ; > 
evil thoughts and'purpoſes of thy- life; 
which , paſſed "Wharis written there? 
how readeſt thou? 'what hath been the 
iflue of ſuch thoughts , what faccefls 
haſt thou had from them?*haVe' not 
evil thoughts drawn thee in to finne 
againſt'God,' to injure men, ta defile 
thine own body?what fruit hadſt thou in 
thoſe things whereof thou art now aſhas 
med? ſuppoſe God had not kept thy 
ſins from the eare'of the world, what a ' 
confounded creature hadſt thou been : 
how aſhamed to look men in theface? 
if God had not remitted them 1n the 


' cenſure of his own' juſtice, and given 


thee ſome hope of forgiveneſle, what a 
wretched man hadſt thou been? what 
feares. and horrours had been upon thy 
© foul? ur what if thoſe (ins be forgiven 
© thee: think: what it coſt thee to ſue 
© out thy pardon, and'to get 'Gods ſeal 
upon thy conſcience; what if here thou 


ſhalt make inqueſt after thy Maſter-(in, 
and conſider how evil thoughts have 
mide their way into thy practice; confi-- 
der how often, how upon ſlight occa- 

| H 2 ſions; 
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ſions, how after many vowes made un- 
to God to.the:contrary, thou haſt dan- 
gcrouſly, ſcandalouſly, cowardly , and 

Ithily yielded up thy. ſelf-as a vaſſail 


; of ” P 


Letamanalways carty this remedy with 
him as an Antidote in his pocket , and 


hang it upon the file of his heart, and 


whenevit.motions at any time begin to 


creepinto the mind,, thencaſt this buſh 
ia the . way ,  which- will ſo aſtoniſh 


the preſent working of our thoughts, 
that it will either confound them, or 
turn their courſe into ſome better chan- 
nel. It were a happy thing,if we could 
thus make a vertue out of a vice, and 
*turn that ſin into a remedy , againſt 
evil thoughts , which it ſelf had not 
© been a ſin upon. the file of our conſci- 
© ences, but that evilthoughts conceived 
© it, and brought it forth. Some apply 
this receipt . againſt the incurſion of 
proud thoughts, againſt the breaking 
in of heady; and heedleſle paſſions , a- 


gainſt rhe breaking out of luſt, revenge, . % 


&c. Icommend it unto every Chriſtian 
as a ſudden remedy againſt all evil 
\ thoughts, 


upon baſe conditiqns to-rhink and do 


LIMI 
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thoughts juſt, -- 
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thoughts : a ſubject it is, whereabout if 
a mind be ſeriouſly buſied , it will give 


him little joy to think ill or idly : Ac- - 


cept this with a Probatum eſt, as the 
remembrance of ſome one monſtrous 
fin not forgiven, is inſupportable to a 
wicked man : ſothe remembrance of a 


fotilthoughe,or-other 4inne , though 


pardoned'throu gh Gods mercy-, t-'very 


; rh 225 to arigliteous man, 'to keep 


imfromevil thoughts, and to miake his 
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F Have hitherto diſcovered General 
[ Remedies againft the errours, and 
wickedneſle of mens thoughts : ;Let:-me- | 
now. preſcribe ſome particular , helps 
to be uſed againſt the ſeveral imala+ 
ies. 

And'firſt againſt that errour of 1dle- 
' neſle, deadned drowlineſſe, or un- 
thoughtfulnefſe of the mind before * 
- mentioned, the remedy will be: after ” 
due obſervation and-mourning for the ; 
ſame; that the Righteous man do en- 
deavour to keep .himfelfe, and his 
thoughts tw forme bodily or mental em- 
ploymeht: and if that be within the / 
compaſle. of his Calling, it will be the ; © 
more prevailing remedy : ſo when ſer- j ©! 
yants are idle, wiſe Maſters ſetthem \ "; 
their taskes, and hold them to their # 
works, out of reſpe&t .to their own | 
profit, and their mn good. | So |; « 
on wiſer | 

þ 


re WP hho. 
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wiſer Parents buy their children Horn- 
books, and ſend them to ſchool; not 
ſo'muchto learn, as tokeep them from 
harmes, while they have nothing elſe to 
do, It fares ſo with our minds, like 
wandering children, or worthleſle ſer- 
vants, they will do nothing, or (which 
1s wopſe ) ſhrewdly,unlefſe they be held 
to employments. It had been better 

. with that ſweet Singer of Iſrael, if he 
had been imployed in Kingly affFrs like 
himfelf , when his eye deceived his 
heart to follow filthy laſts. © The A- 
©poſtles would not have younger widows 

y received to miniſter as widows in the + 
* ©Church, to lodge ſtrangers, and to waſh * Tims. 

r © © the Diſciples feet, astheir manner was, *' 
3 ©leſt they learn to be idle, and wander 
? © about, become tatlers, and buſie-bodies. 

is | © Idlenefſe, or that which is 'worſe, 

; ©<creeps into the practiſe of thoſe that 
; <are not well, or fitly employed : ſo it 
} <©doth upon the mind. Standing wa- 
; ©ters will puddle, and the mind not em- 

ny L517 cn ſtands, and breeds verminous 

ir} <andevilthoughts. We make draines 
4} *tocleanſe ſtanding waters, if we mean 

!.<to keep them wholeſome; and we - 
H 4 © muſt 
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< ſome bodily pr mental labour, if we 
<mean to keep them juſt,as the thoughts 
© of the Righteous are : 


. And that ye may the rather make uſe | 
of this Remedy againſt idle thoughts, 


Conſider : 


' I. It is againſt the nature of,mans' 


mind to be out of ation: in lleep the 
< ſenſes both outward and inward are 
© boungup : yet even then, the phan- 
* talie hath her dreams of ations. The 
© heart of the Spouſe was awake while 


© ſhe ſlept: 1 ſleep, -but my heart wakes : 


© So inthe very drowſineſſe and heavi- 
*neſs of a Righteous ſon), all is not, all 


© his thoughts ought not, to be bound. | 


*up: there are, or ought to be, ſome 
* excurrencies of the thoughts to 


© Chrilt. 


2. The body not employed, rows } 


reſty; and carries on the man headlong, 


not onely to that which is befides, but. Z 
alſo to, that which 1s contrary to the | 
courſe of goodneſle. © Idleneſle is the 3 
© hour of temptation, wherein Satan Þ 
© joynes with our imagination to plot. | 


. *or attempt the production of ſome, or 


© much mifchief. 3. Em-| 


© muſt find 1{ſues for our thoughts aboue ? 
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3. Employment and ation hath the 


= | 


ut | 

{> promiſe.: -This 1s the warrantable way 

ts wherein ſo long as the mind is found 
walking, the labour theredf ſhall not be. 

ſe | - iz wain.. © It is the Righteous mans; Corry, 

ts,. * portion to enjoy the good of all bis la-cclel.s. 
© hour which he taketh under the Sun :* 

ns So then, if ye reſpect the nature of the 

he ming, which is alwayes in action, or the 

re diſpoſition of the body not. employed, ; 

n- or the bleſſing of God over both, while _ 

he they are in action according to his will, 

le ye cannot but make ule of this Reme- 


dy far the cureing of the minds idle- 
7i- | efle. {216% 7? 


all Z But before I paſſe from hence, I muſt 
1d  admoniſh, that thoughts employed a- 
ne # bout bodily labour, is not enough, nor 
to #® all: © there are. employments of our: 


*thoughts which are more mental, and: 


WS } © almoſt abſtraGed from the body, and 


g, ) *theſe are very needful : ſuch as con- 
ut. Þ < templation, and medttation of heaven 
he 8 < and heavenly things: a ſoul thus em- 


he 3 © ployed, whether he be in the body, or 
an |} * *<ontof the body he cannot telþ:;ſuch a 
ot. *neighbourhood or indiſtance he appre- 
© kends betwixt God and his mind. + 

| Again, 


_ 


\ 
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Again, I admoniſh that labour, whe” 
ther it be about bodily things, or ſuch 
as are more the work of the mind ; yet 
it muſt be about that which is good, o- 
therwiſe the remedy may bewyorſe than 


the diſeaſe. Its better, ſaith our Pro- 


Epheſl.4. 
383, 


2 Tim,2, 
JF» 


verb, to be idle; than ill employed. 
©The Apoſtle would that every one 
© ould labour,but he that labours bodily, 
© muſt labour the thing that is honeſt : 
© xnd be that labours with the mind muſt 
© ftudgy to fhew himſelf approved unts 
c God. a workman that need not be a- 
© ſhamed. | | 
Further, I admoniſh , that your 
thoughts be employed about thoſe 


things eſpecially which are within your 


Callings': he that moves in his Calling, 
though but ſlowly, though not ſo faſt 
as others, ſhall in the end find comfort : 
© But Icannot hope to--gather grapes of 
<thorns,nor figs of 'thiſtles : Every tree 
<muſt bring forth his own fruit; the 
© Magiſtrate hath his thoughts, the Mi- 
<niſter his, and the honeſt Husbandman 

<xnd'Tradeſman theirs. Sh 
Once more I admoniſh, that your 
thoughts of employment , be in ſuch 
| things 


of Thoughts. 


things as are proportionable to your 


ſtrength and parts. * Jether the firſt] 


Fborndf Gideon, was too weak and fear- 
*ful to riſe np and ſlay Zeba and Zalmun- 
*zah + And the Apoltle thought judi- 
©ciouſly, that a Novice or young Chri- 
© ſtian, newly come to the Faith, would 
- nw A TY _ = the a of a 
© Biſhop 3 /eſt beirg lifted up with pride, 
* be ſhowld fall Pk. - / 


*ſhoulders burdens that-are too heavy 
<for; them,: they recl to -and fro like 
©drunken; men;- ſometimes i: they -are 
<braughttotheir wits ends, \and fome- 
© times they fall with ſhame-:to them+ 
© ſelyes, and. injury to othgrs that: come 
near them. Its ſo alſo when any are 
_ puffed up in thejr Reſhly minds', and 
© take, upon;.them 'to-meddle in things 
* thatare abovethem:.1 : 10! 
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| e condemmation of i Tim.zs * 
 * the Devil. When men take upon-their | 
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; I Shall ſtay no longer upon this Reme- 


dy againſt idle and {leepy-thoughts : 


_ - *by urging: to bodilyor mental imploy- 


© ment. © The next errour' of thoughts 
ou I bave obſerved ) to be remedied, 
«falls iri here,” which is a lightneſle or 
vanity *of our: thoughts; '1n' buſying 
© themſelves upon” vain objeCts': fuch 
© asold wives fables, fictions of Poets, 
©*nothings;, -oxthings that -are nothing 
<worels, ©2715 01 27% ITS 

_*TheRemedyis, 'tochooſe'out reall 
© and better- things for*imagination 'to 
*work upon : fox'us are the thoughts, 
©ſo is the man. - The body grows into 


- ©likenefle with thoſe things whereon 


©it uſually feeds : Sodo ſouls into fimi- 
<litude-with thoſe things which -the. 
* imagination daily thinks upon: that 
* manmuſt needs be a vain man, whoſe 
* ſtudies and cogitations are vaine ; 
| © Where- 


of Thoughts... 


| . © Wherefore: as  he' that would expel 


c Wind but of: the ſtomack, muſt feed 
c upon ſome wholeſome- nouriſhment; 
< Which hath yertue init to expel wind : 
«So he that would expel windy phanſies 
« out of his mind, muſt propound to his 
« conſideration ſome ſerious truths wor- 
<thy of his Chriſtian thoughts. In this 
© caſe, ſome have thought ineet to: pro- 
< pound to our conliderationthoſe que- 
© tuor _ noviſſima , Death, the day of 
« Judgement, the joyes of Heaven, and 
« the torments of Hell, to remedy our 
<yain , imaginations 3 and -doubtleſle, 
<thoughts upon ſuch ſerious truths: as 
<theſe, would take off our minds from 
 ©vain things. What if I ſhould be- 
< ſeech you to think upon the infinite- 
*nelle of God, the love of Chriſt, the 
«< comforts ofthe Holy Ghoſt ?- Whar if 
<T ſhould entreat you. to think upon 
© thofe great works of God, - Creation, 
© Providence, Redemption, -Sanctitica- 
© tion, Preparation and Donation of the 
© Kingdom of Heaven? Would not the 
© thoughts of theſe things force out of 
| your winds, the thoughts of ſtrange 
| © gods, ſtrange religions and worſhip ? 
| be What 
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£What ſhould the thoughts of heathen 
© pods, as Baal;Moloch, or Aſhtoreth do 
< among theſe :* what-ſhould Chriſtians 
ſtudy Romances, Playes, Interludes, 
< Faſhions , vain hiſtories, who have 
< Bibles to look into ,' and the myſte- 
© ries of ſalvation to ſtudy, andthe 


< duties of Religion to. learn and' pra- 


* iſe : hear the Apoſtles advice , and 
receive it as an Antidote againſt all vain 
* imaginations : whatſoever things are 
© true , whatſoever things are honeſt, 
© whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoe- 
© yer things are pure, whatſoever things 
© are lovely, whatſoever things are of 
© g00d report: if there be any vertue, 
<*and if there be any praiſe, think on 
© theſe things: all things that are true, 


< and honeſt; and juſt, and pure, and ' 


< lovely, and of good report : vertuous, 


*or praiſe-worthy, are objeds of.a 


< righteous mans juſt thoughts. 

The next vanity of our thoughts 'to 
be remedied, is the unſtaiedneſfe-, or 
wandrings of the mind, whereby theſe 


aGions of the mind- are unſetled, and | 


whirling from one [thing to another 


"a Sb <S aca 


without any certainty, like men 'that | 


* of Thoughts. 
ſhoot their arrowes at rovers. The re- 
medy hereof'is tofix the mind upon that 
which 1s good; when the things we 
think of are meet for meditations, and 
contemplative thoughts, the ſoul muſt 
make aſtay upon them : it ts true,that 
too much poreing upon one thing, puts 
our meditations and inventions upon 
impertinencies, and barrennefle , but 
light and ſhort thoughts vaniſh into no- 
thing , and never produce good effects: 
this vanity isnot ſo eaſily perceived in 
—_ natural or civil, as it is when the 
mind 1s about things divine; as prayer, 


' hearing of the word of God, medita- 


ting thereon, recciving the ſacraments. 
In theſe things it-is moſt difficult to 


' keep to the point, or ſtand at the mark; 


both by reaſon of Satans cunning and 
craft, and the ungainneſs and indiſpoſ1- 
tion of the mind unto the bufineſle, 
therefore let the wiſe Chriſtian ende- 
vourto fix his thoughts upon ſpiritual 
occaſions. © So when the Pſalmiſt was 
*purpoled to ſmg and give thanks, 


© he faith, My heart is fixed oh God, myPlal.g7ir 
| © heart is fixced « Many heard the ſhep- 
| ©herdsrelating what was told them by 


Fthe 


. 
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© theeAngel- concerning the Babe Chriſt; 


* and they wondred at the words that 
* weretold them, but Mary kept all theſe 
* things, and pondered them in her hearts 
© It is not enough' to wonder at Gods 
*words and works, we mult 'let him 
© have ſome reaſonable time to ſtay up- 
© on Our minds, that they make imprefti- 
ons : . tranſient views , and haſty ſights 
. of things that paſle by, leave no.ſpe- 
* cies or faſhion of things upon the eye, 
© to transferre to the phantaſie; no more 
- do. our ſuddain and haſty thoughts of 
things , Carry any true intelligence of 
. them to the underſtanding, or repre- 
' ſent them, as they are to the will : the 
eye that ſceth things truly ; muſt be 
© held toits obje&; and the mind thar 
© profits by things ſpiritual, muſt make a . 
© competent ſjay of the thoughts, upon 
* the matter inhand; yo oF 1 
And thus when a Chriſtian can- in 
things divine reclaim the mind from 
wandrings in ſome meaſure , and keep 
his thoughts to the point, he ſhall by 
Gods grace prevent with eaſe this 
errour of unſtayedneſſe, in the mat- | 
ter of his calling : wherein theſe out- | 
Ry / runnings | 


aA Ot 


© ofibaaghth, 1D 
runnings, of the: thoughts':are;not::{o 
dangerqus,uor ſo worthy obſervation; * 


of thoughts, I'do:not in- any-wie pa- 
tronize :deadnefle or: drowſineſle: of 


 mind;etthicr.in devotions,:or:inmatters 


civili;||E:have:condemned that: as ain 


errourz already: 7 living . and: aftive 


thoughts: .ave needful in prayers, and 
ell duties to.God;/and ' working imagi- 
mtionsdo more often produce honeſt 
and \:-hopourable: ations among: men : 
« ftayednefle: of thoughts: is 'not-dead+ 
Fneſle: of them, but/teſtraint- laid: upon 
their wildeneſſe:;: vt ot gh tt 
- © The third/'vanity: of + thoughts Is; 
when: tliey areibufied,, but :to nopro- 
* fitable end 5 many/ there are:whoſe 
* thoughts :are wonderful: bufie about 
£ the things, they"intend-:;' yetall to no 
© purpoſe; :God:is: not. honoured ;- the 


*brethren are not: edified.,' themſelves 


© are no Way nearer heaven forall their 
* labours : and this vanity: appears not 
© only' among(t: wicked , and worldly 
© minded men ,; but alſo amongſt then 


that would ſeem to: be religious, and 


©tod 


"H 
; » 
Lo 


_THabiur:toi remedy the unftayedneſle: | 


I4: 


Feclef, z. / 
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© too often among-them; that arzitraly | 
Fas 


gracious: \ this may appear inthe'mpet 


| ings, 'and-commmunions of the beſt: men, 


women, who account their fellow - 
ſhip to be good, if :hatmicſſe 3: though 
otherwiſe unprofitable for publick:. or 
privategood :_ and if-this faultthrough 
the cunning of Satan:do creep.ſofſlylyin- 
to our obtward communions,how.miuch 
more _intoour 'hward cogitations':-< it is 
,a vanity: amongſt all kjnds: of people 
© more or leile 5 todigge to themſelves 
< Cifterns, that hold no water; to ſow 
© the wind, and toreap chaffe.:::-::.. * 
: For the:remedying of thiscevih:of 
thoughts, look over and exatmine your 
thoughtshow” they: look at, Guds ho- 
nour, the:good of men, the benefit -of 
thy. own ſoul; whatſoever thoughts 
make not out towards one , or:ſome, 
or all thefe ends; direQtly, or :by con- 
ſequent, they are. not juſt thoughts : | 
< here:is much ſpiritual wiſdom Tequi-" 
< red, that aman may ſee. to theend of 
< his thoughts, and know what profit is 
©liketo come mbythem : the Preachs- | 
© ernotesit.,: that.a wiſe mans ejes are 
© 7x his hend, but the fool -walketh int || 
= garkneſſe: | 


ofthythoughts)are theſe thoughts ſuch 
I 2 
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© darknefet; ignorant and wicked men, 
© follow their own:imapinations, and as 
© they that: are in darkueſle , they walk 
© 0n, and know not where they ſhall fall, 
© buta Righteous man turns agala upott 


© his own: thoughts, and Queſtions, Cx#- 
© bod © towhatendare theſe thoughts - 


* within my heart? will they bring 1nany 


© plory to. God,any good to the-Chuzch; - 


© any.peace or comtott to- iny ſelf, herE 


© or hereafter: if none awaywith them, 


* why ſhould. my unprofitable thoughts 
© cauſe meto offendifthey will be ho- 


©nourable to God.andRe ligion,protica 23 


© ble to myſeHf,and others:my heart ſhall 
© ſtay upon them, and I will purſue the 
< accompliſhment of then unto the cud: 

© Wherefore when thoughts. ariſe jn 
©thy mind, examine them, whither they 
© would; if they be bound for heaven let 
*themgoon,yet look to them, that they 


© *©keep the way : for many ſet out to- 


© wards heaven in their. moraing 


© thoughtszbut loſetbemſelves and their 


| *way before night; it will notbe amille 


© oftentimes to demand of thy ſelf 
© (whether the riſings or progreſſions 


as 


7 


1Cor.13 
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© as make for my ſalvation : ſhall Ibeof 
<the ſame mind, hereafter as Iam now : 
<is God of my mind,'is my opinion now 
according to the rule of Gods word: 
© would I judge thus, think thus, :be of 


© this mind; if I were now to anſwer; and” 


©give up my laſt account! unto - Jeſus 
© Chriſt, the righteeus: Judge of quick 
<and dead, who will render unto every 
© man according tothe things done inthe 
© body:thofe thoughtswhich wil not en- 
*<qdure this arraignment;ſuſpect them'thar 
© they will prove unprofitable to thee in 
©theend; and reſolve them into better. 

<Saint Parl ſaith,” that charity thinks 
© no evil, a righteous mani1s a charitable 
man, and therefore will not imagine or 
« deviſe any thing that is unprofitable, 
© or hurtful to his brother:the thoughts 
©of the righteous are juſt , and there- 


© fore he deviſeth liberal” things, for 


© God, and for them that are Gods; his 


© thonghts are juſt to God , giving him 


© honour, juſt to man, giving to every 
© man that which is his due: juſt. to 


© himſelf ; not ſo much taking: care for | 


© what he ſhall eat,or drink, or wherewith 


eaven, 


he ſhalbe clothed,as ſeeking the ply ns of : 


aA uw wm iy. TC. co: ETC. 
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© heaven, and the righteouſueſſe thereof. 

\ But here an admonitition may be ſea- 
ſonably put in (though: by what hath 
been {aid already; the judicious may ' 
take cognizance of it Y which.is, that 
righteous. men muſt not think oply 
how they may profit themſelves : he 


that. thinks in his thoughts to. pleaſe 


himſelfonly , will not truly endeavour 
in his courte to profit all men : © in this 


*caſe 'tis good advice, Took not every Phil.:: 4, 


© one of his own things, but every one 
<on the things of others,: fo the Apoſtle 


* more purpolely. 1 pleaſe allmenin x cox. ts; 


<allthings z not ſeeking mine own pro- 33. 
* fit, but the profit of many , that they 
© may be ſaved. | | 

Again , let others be admoniſhed, 
that they do not think their endeavours 
and ſtudies to be unprofitable unleſle 
they be fingular, and above others of 
their own rank. Suxely, if we would 
labour to know with ſobriety,we ſhould 
be more profitable to others, and leſle 
troubleſome unto our ſelves: an affe- 
ation of ſingularity, is but the pride of 


a mans heart, and ſuch uſually to get 


| applauſe for ſomething of rare inven- 


I 3 tion 
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tion negle( the more profitable omploy- 
ment of their thoughts, \about -their 
calimg.' Wh | 
And now we will proceed and pre- 
ſcribe a remedy tothe. fourth vanity of 
thoughts, which appears 1n their con- 
fuſion and diſorder. - ; 
The remedy muſt be to ſuit andor- 
der our thoughts according+to- our 
© buſineſlſe, with reſpe&t to time and 
* place, and perſons , the imagination is 
© infinitely Fuirfal : and to order all 
© her conceptions , conſervations, com- 
6 roy ſeperations,creations of new 
© fpecies , productions of them. into 
© thoughts and propoſitions of them to 
© the mind and will, would be a labour 
ftoo bufte for me to meddle.with , in 
*this cafe I muſt leave the work to every 
£-;5udicious Chriſtian;co conſult with the 
*rule of Gods word,according to the e- 
* mergencies of his thoughts, yet I hum- 
* bly conceive that this remedy preſcri- 


6 may be of much uſe and benehr. 


*let thy thoughts be compoſed toat- 
HE5- | | tend | 


© bed againſt the confuſion ofthoughts, | 


onſiderthen what is the bulineſle | 
*thou art about, humane or divine; and | 


| "of Thoughts. 
, tend* 'upon' it : divine thoughts fuit 
*with divine works : and humane 
"thoughts with bamane bufinefſe,while 
*all things are dome to the glory of” 


8 -Y 


©God : to this purpole , referre thatof Ecclel,9, 


Salomon; whatfoever thy hand find- 
eth to do, do it with thy might. 

© Confider the time, whether holy by 
*divine appointment, by publick or 
© private deſtination, or permitted to 
*common labours of thy calling. 

© Letnot Sabbaths and dayes of Tn- 
© miliation be prophaned with common 


- © thoughts; holy thoughts are for holy 
*Sabboths: thoughts 'of mourning are , 
© for dayes of faſting and prayers 


thoughts of rejoycing 1n the Lord, for 
£ dayes of feaſting,and thankſgiving: and 
©thoughts of thy calling, for dayes of 


work, and trading. 


© So for holy . places and afſem- 
©blies, holy thoughts are ſuitable, 
© and in all things which thou haſt to 


| ©do, conſider thy own calling , and 


© chiefly mind thine own bulinelle, a * T3: 


Z <buſie body 'in other mens mat- *' 
{ ©ters , is of no good report in the 


© Scriptures 3 the-thoughts of ſuch per- 
I4 ſons 
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*ſons, are, as confuſed. apd. diſprderly, 
<as the buſinelle  of- their lives: at- 
< tend what thou -doſt.,. and.what is 
© meet for thee to doin time and place, 
*and I..am perſyyaded thy ” thoughts 
<will - be leſſe, confuſed. and. . more 
a On a 
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7 fue have ſpoke, of Remedies 


I . for the. two. firſt: errquxs-, of 
thoughts (to wit ) the dowlineſſe and; 
vanity ;of them. in» regard, of .obje&, - 
in regard, of unſtayedneile, in regard of 
paproli leneſle, and in regard of con- 
tulion,7. I ſhall now allo ſay ſomething 
for remedy againſt the wickedaeſle, of 
thoughts, which happens. when our 
thoughts draw in'our affection. and will 
to deſire, and like of wickednefle, and 
our minds to. deyile to bring. it topaſle. 
Iwill not here. give. the remedies to 
theſe two errours ſeverally, but toge- 
ther, and atonce.: . Exped not a reme- 
dy.for every kind of wicked thoughts 
apart, as erroneous,; heretical, covetous, 
ambitious, revengeful,;proud, ec. for 
the objects of the affections are. almoſt 
infinite, and the evil imaginations of the 
mind working toward the accompliſh- 
Ss ment 
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ment of wickedneſle, are ſo various, 
who can know them? .. Yet ſomething 
T ſhall fay to theſe; for it will be ex- 
petted by the Reader, and Iam bound 
to it by promiſe in this undertaking : 
Here again I muſt leave much for the 
 zudicious to do of themfelyes in their 
own occurrencies' of thoughts : ' Yet 
ehus- for 'a' help unto. them'that are 
weak: hs; nt Et, WO 
Have thy thoughts drawn inthylifke- 
ting of that which is ſinful, and 3 th 

*mind plorringta accomplith ic > Fix 

©sive ſtop to theſe wicked 'affetions 
*and devifings at their firſt beginnings: 
© Sero medicine paratur - Long and con- 
* firmed'difeaſes are ftubborne toyicld 
*anto medicine : an infant-thought may 
*rakea check; bur if it grow man. by 
©contimuance, all the wit and ftrength 
*thou haft will hardly bow him back. 
©Fhe phanfic wilF take fire at a temp- 
© tation before we be aware, like tinder, 
© which kindles at the leaft ſpark falling 

<jnto it, and *tis a mover as'quick Fr. 
<fpreading- as fire. The” lightning, is 
*not quicker than thought : we had. 
 *nced therefore to be ſpeedyin giving 
. op 
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«ſtop: to our wicked thoughts.' Job 
© knew this, aud therefore made-ccovenant 
© with his eyes, not to think upon « maid. 
© What the eyeſceth; or theeare hear- 
.eth ,- the heart may defirez” but un- 


« keep wickedneſle. from the eye and 


'<eare 5 theſe are the 'two- principal 


”- by which fin enters '1nto our 
© hearts; if the watch were kept more 
« ſtrictly, at theſe gates, we ſhould not 
5 ſo often findour enemy within us. . If 
© David had looked better to his eyes, 
© adultery had not gotten  into+ his 
© thought : nor could the whorifh wo- 


© mar; have come into the young mans - 


F heart, had he kept her out of his cares * 
Fit was with _— 
© cauſed Himto yield. Theeye and the 
<eare, 2re the out-works. of the ſoul : 
<he that would keep out evil thoughts, 
© muſt barricadoe theſe gates. | 
© Let evil thoughts receive a check 

©at their firſt offer to enter 3 for he that 
© gives Way to his imaginations,. ſhews 
*that he would ' give way - to: wicked 
© ations, if they were as freefromſhame 
*and puniſhment. wy 

LP |  <And 


Job 31. 1; 


/ © known; undefired. Tf it be poſlible - 


fair ſpeeches that Je Prov.y 28 | 


Mo 


by 
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* And a main may know much of his 
© gratious:{tate -by\his-own uſing of his 


©» ©thoughts:: he that: forbears evil, out 


© of -a conſcience of fin, mill forbear alſo 
© to imagin-evil-in his heart : but .men 
of corrupt minds, are not: men: of re- 
'<gewed fpirits; 0 oo 

2. If thou canſt not ſtop them in 
© their beginnings, then thy care muſt be 
*o divert them to.fome more profitable 


£ or pious object: When the | water 


© hath gotten in upon: us; | we 'make_ 


Joh. 4-12. 


Fe. 20, 


yer. 14. 


< draines- and water-courlſes- to carry. rt 


< ſome other way :/ and ſolikewife-muſt 


< we do with ourevilthoughts: if they 
< have broken in upon us, we muſt-turn 
<themaſide to ſome other matter;: , As * 
<ſuppole, coveteous,\ or. envious , or 


< proud thoughts, be'got into thy mind, 


©thon-- mayeſt divert: them: to liberat}, 
© merciful] , humble- thoughts: The 
© woman of Samaria,wasa great admirer 
©of Jacobs Well, and;the mountain! of 
© $amaria , the.one for water, and the 
© other for the worſhip'of God-: Chrift 
© diverts her opinion of Jacobs Well, by 
© telling her of a Well of water ſpring- 
©ing up unto everlaſting life : and her 
© opinion 


& 
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| © opinion of Gods warkhip in $amar#a : 
© by reſolving her that falvationis of the 15% 


© Jews, and diverting her to'think of a 
* worthiping-:of; God 71 ſpirrt and im 
© xr#th. It TI ſhould preſcribe tone ob- 
jet in: the: -multitude of} your evill 
rhoughts to turn them unto#z;iit ſhould 


F.. be God ,- whois: infinitely -long :and' 


broad; and wide, beyond: the” extent of 

he: ſouls-defires:or-ithoughts: King- 
doms cannotiſatisfie /Htbition; .Gold'/as' 
the- duſtiof the; treer 'cannot; ſatisfie* 
coveroulſneſle : pleaſures to-fatiety and 
loathing,. content . not : the ;flefh : and 


_ themind is'as unſatisfied: with-thinking 


and knowing 3 onely -God'-i1s of that 
imfiniteneſſe, and of that excellency that 
all thoughts and deſires, areterminated 
in him-3\'and all thoughts /aid deſires 
that tur themfelves-unto God, are bet= 


_ tered:bylooking'upon him. © 7.4 11 


-.- 3. If evil thoughts ſtill preſſe: inup- 
< on thee,if they. will not be ſtop'd nor ' 
© diverted, break them uff with ſome 
violence 3: if they be unreaſonableand 
5 zuſtle out better thoughts, lay hands 


*upon'them; if the body grow unruly, : Cer, s) 


Ft. muſt be kept under and brought=7: 
* into 


<into ſubjeftion.''.. Some' thoughts are 
©fo wicked , tbat' they will not be caſt 
<ont (like thofe Devils) without faſt- 
<ing and Souges. _ If any'thought with- 


Prov. 25, 
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<inthee crofle Religion orreaſon, 
© reſolve to croſle it. [There are ſome 


 <curſed :: imaginations which are: the 


©mother-roots; of a multitude of fins't 
© as thoſe. which- move Queſtions ſeri- 
ouſly of Gods ;Efence,, Perſonality, 
<Mercy', Juſtice', Power, Providence 
and whether the Scriptures be the word 
of God':. whetherithe ſouls of men be 
<©:mmortal”; whether there be a Heaven 
<or a Hell: ſuch thoughts as, theſe 
©fhould not be difputed withal, much- 
<lefle allowed, but expelled.or kill'd * 
*f but fuch thoughts as theſe be ſuffer- 
*ed and allowed within, they will make 
£ a ſontlas defolate of grace; as a City is 
< without an inhabitant 3 he that hath 
£ no rule over his own ſpirit, ( certain- 
<ly 'tis:truc-in'this caſe) is like a City 


' *that' ts broken down , and without 
'©£ walls. 1 fhall never marvel that he 1s 


* a wicked man, whom I know to allow 
© himſelf or others, in ſuch thoughts as 
©theſe:but I ſhal think grace is — 
t | that 


TT 


11. 10f, Thonghte, «17 


Ws 


* that man, thatdiſputesthelerhings, &  _... 
* determines themagainſt the Scripture, © * | - 

4-16 wicked thoughts: wilk not be- 
* gang yet; thou haſt this remedyleft : 
* call in help againſt 4hem 2: pray them 


* 4y,Pray God in to thy bolp agaitſt 


*themi:, pray for achangeiof thine own 


© nature, of thine own thoughts: Was 
© aot-this che thing which David prayed 
* for 2:\Creats i mie a:clean beart, and 
f renew. 4 right. ſpirit. within me. Tis 
© paimit was. Let us lift up. ourheatts 


Pſal.g 2; 
10, 


"x -prayer-againkt, all,;our finnes : in 


*thoughes,: but, g{pecially againſt them 
* that are wicked ones : heavy thoughts 
and yainT $:are errours; ahd not 
* excuſeable . from fin; ; but; wicked 
© thoughts axe of a: worſer peneration, 
*we malt; purge. @ur lelvesfrom-theſe 
© with greates-diligence : know fooliſh- 
* eſſe ds. bound wp inthe heart of .« child, 


© ax: evil heart canuot but think evil. 


* What can look for froman Adder but 
* her poiſon and her ſting. yet we may 
*, pray out fooliſhneſs out of our hearts. 
* AndT believe Paw/ often uſed this help 
*againſt the eyils of his own heart ; for 
$ he ſaith, her 1 was 4 child, I ſpake 4s 

EI - & Cc hild, 


Prov.234 
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<4 child;1nnderftordas' a child;1 thought 
Cas & childs: but when T'befome d man, 
© 7 pat tuway childafh things. Texnaybe 
©thow artiachild in thyſpeaking, inthy 
© undenſtandivpg,/ ih thy thinking: pray 
< that; thou -mayeſt!! become a, mit, 
Fan be: able/to'\pat away! childiſl 
ct ings:3:. . £113 N0TO, BIG GE REICH! 
- >Thu& much of :the;evit of thoughts, 
and how:we may by Godvaffi{tatice, 


1 retriedy= the | famie:1\84 PHeſeeck® You 


' *Brethren apply theſ&remetics-t6ithe 
*ſeveralt errours- of: your i thoughts, 
© and '/they ' will-;doe''' you © tac 
F$00d. i. 57795 Þ G9 22 Ts "ny 
' 'Qbjeft: not an impoſlibility'for any | 
s —_ the: infirtnities a ſinful- 
<neifcs-of thoughts :- what patute'can- 
© not:do, grace may;/and what man can- 


3 


- - - C - 
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| ......c* not, do',"God cat. Every Chriſtian 
"+: * who hath the ſpiritof God; is enabled 


<by- that ſpirit within him; to do all 
* things Evangelically,-or with-2 Goſpel 
allowance, whereutito he is -catled of 
* God. If God would have the thoughts 
fof a righteous man to be juſt,God hath 
-* not made it an impoſſible work : what | 
Th, | | * nature 
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; .. of Thoughts: ©.) 
© hature within thee is averſe to do, 
* and what grace within thee cannot do, 
©that the ſpirit within thee "can'do, 
*an@the Righteouſneſle of Chriſt with- 
* out thee hath done :: wheretore de- 
* ſpair not of the work, but go about 
it. 
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CHAP. X. 


' A Nd now Beloved, I am come to 
| © {peak of good thoughts with the 
© means how to get them, and the man- , 
© ner of their government. 
| In the handling of this ſo needful 
a duty, and fo fruitful a ſubje&, I muſt 
premiſe ſome introductory particulars : 
to ſhew the poſſibility and neceſlity of | 
this work : it is neceffary, or elſe God 
would not have commanded it ; it is 
poſſible, or elfe God would not have 
promiſed aſſiſtance to performance. 
F I. Hear how Go I this 
luty :  O Jeruſalem , waſh thy heart 
from — that thou a— be 
ſaved; how long ſhall thy vain thoughts 
lodee within thee ® © What is that 
© great Commandment in the Law? is it 
*not to love the Lord thy God? But 
how? is it not with all thy heart, and 
© with all thy ſoul, and with all thy _—_ 
6 4714 
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* 4nd with all thy firength  Unleſle the 


© mind and heart be in our love and obe- 
© dience, there will be no ſtrength in 


<*them, nor acceptance with God of 


© them: + Lo 

2. God hath promiſed mercy unto 
all who wiulingly endeavour to turn a- 
way from all their evil thoughts, and 
turn unto him with all their hearts. 
God requires a heart waſhed from ini- 
quity, that the ſoul may be ſaved (as 
yeread but now ) and God promilſeth 
not onely to be abundant in mercy to 
pardon what is paſt; bur alſo to per- 
fect the: work begun :. Let the wick- Ia, 55. 7. , 
ed forſake his way, and the unrighte- | 
ous man his thoughts, and let hin retura 
unto :the Lord and he will have mercy 
upon him, and to: our God for he will a- 
bundantly pardon, 09o- © | 
 *L may adde, that it is a part of our 
© regeneration to be renewed in our 
*thoughts: the Apoſtle / urgeth it : + -: 
© Be ye renewed in the ſpirit of your Eph« 4.23. 
* minds. | > | 

And further, that Goſpel-light re- 
quires Goſpel-thoughts : it was: pro-- 
pheſied of theſe dayes: 48 that time; 

K. 2 they 
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Jer, 3.27 they ſhall call Feruſalen. the Throne of 


the Lord, and all the Nations ſhall:be ga- 
thered unto it, to the name of the Lord 


to Jeruſalem : neither. ſhall they walk 


any more in the imagination of their evil 
heart. © When God makes the Church 
© his Throne and. the Nations gather in- 


' ©toit, to worſhip the Lord, then ſhall 


I{a.65.2, 


© they leave off their wicked thoughts, 
<and walk no more after them. We 
live in theſe happy times of the Goſpel, 
wherein, though every one hath not 
Eagles eyes, yet he may ſee a glorious 
light riſen and ſhining,(though through 
ſome clouds. )-I ſuppoſe: in former 
times ſuch ſtrict obſervance of our 
thoughts might have been flacked with 
leſfle ſin, than now ; for God winked at 
thoſe dayes of ignorance :- but now, ex- 
cuſes for evil thoughts are as unplead- 
able, as for evil deeds. If now we walk 
in anevilway,in a way that is not good, 
after our evi]thoughts,God that ſpreads 


. out his hands unto a rebellious people all 


the day long: will ſtretch out his arme 
againſt a' wicked people to puniſh 
them, becauſe they will not be per- 
{waded'to amendment 3 for they that 

wall 


\ 


of Thoughts. 
will not be perſwaded to retifie their 
thoughts, by the ations of Gods hand, 
{hall be. confounded at the laſt by the 
force of his arm. | 
And now weare come to the Point : 
where we ſhall firſt declare the means 
how we may attain good thoughts 1n- 
to our ſouls: and after that the govery- 


ment of them. © All that hath been 


"written hitherto, may be referred hi- 
ther: And therefore wherel ſhall have 
© occalion to fall upon the ſame things 
© again, I ſhall either paſſe them over 
© briefly, or enlarge them with variety, 
©to avoid tediouſneſle, and nauſcout- 
© nefle from the Reader. 

1. For the getting of good thoughts 
into thy mirid, it 1s needful that thou 
cleanſe the mind of all vain, and evil, 
and drowfie thoughts, ſo much as poſ- 
fibly thou canſt: he that would have 
good thoughts like the pillars of fire 
and ſmoke, to lead his actions day and 
night in this dangerous wilderneſle, 
muſt in ſome meaſure cleanſe the heart 
of its native corruption, and of its con- 
tracted foulnefle : for as we have no 
reaſon to expe ſweet liquor out of a 


fuſty 


IOT 
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_ - fuſty veſſel, or good water out of a / 


bitter -fountain; figs from thorns, or 
grapes from thiſtles: ſo we have as 


| ſmallground to expe that an unmor- 


tified and unchanged heart, ſhould ſend 
forth a current of clean and purified 
thoughts.. The good man out of the gaod 
treaſure of his heart brings forth good 
things, and the wicked man out of the 
evil treaſure of his heart brings forth 
evil things: 1o all fruits are of the na- 
ture of the tree whereon they grow. 
Our Saviour, who knew how to refer 
every cfiet.to his proper cauſe, doth 
aftirm, That out of the heart cometh 
thoughts of Murder, Adultery, Blaſphe- 
mies, and fins of all ſorts : For. the 
heart 1s evil above meaſure, and caſts 
into the thoughts continually that poi- 
ſon, which .cither makes them black: as 
Hell, or muddles them. with mire and 
dirt of fearful perplexities, and world- 
oy Cath. ;-; -::;- 2 IR 
.. Wherefore as many as intend to get 
good thoughts into their minds; let 


them give all diligence that the heart| 


be cleanſed from all evil ones. 


But 


'Qs Yo on oo hb oo 
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But here I admoniſh him that will ſet 
upon this work, that it is a work of 
more difficulty than many account 1t,not 
ſo ſoon done, as thought on. 'Tis not 
2 few ſighs, and ſuperficial groans : 'tis 
not afew proverbial notions : nor yet 
the ſubduing of ſome notorious fin, 
which 1s puniſhable and ſhameful in the 
world ; but a total and univerfal change 
of all the faculties and powers of the 
ſoul: It is inthe words of the Apoſtle, 


A putting off concerning the former con- Eph, 4712; 
verſation, the old max which i corrupt 23»24 


according to the deceiveable Inſtr, and « 
renovation in the ſpirit of our minds, by 
putting on that new man,which after God 
Fs created in righteouſneſſe and true holi- 
eſſe. And though we cannot attain 


, the full meaſure and furtheſt degree of 


this cleanſing at the firſt, nor yet feel 
ſuch a ſenſible apprebenfion of the ſame 
as wedelire; yet let us not give over 
endeavours, nor be diſcomforted and 
diſquieted in our ſouls, if God give us 
a farſt-fruits, he will in time give us a 
harveſt. ©*The Husbandman waits with 
*long patience for the pretious fruit of 
* theearth, until he receive the former 


Jam,s. 7; 
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© ad the latter rain: and if we be. pa- 


© tient, and ſtabliſh. our hearts, God will 
*oive unto us. hearts cleanſed in ſome 
© meaſure of all filthy thoughts. In this. 
*caſe we are not without a promile : 
© After thoſe dayes.ſaith the Lord, Twill 
* put my Law in their inward parts, and 
© wrifeit in their hearts. And it we be 
© once made maſters of ſome good 
© thoughts, God will make us maſters 
©over more; for him whom God finds 
© faithful over a few things, he will make 
<Lord over many things : and to him 
< that hath, it ſhall be given,and he ſhall 
©have abundance. "0 
If any would know how tocleanſe 
and puritie the heart, he may coalſult 
Authors purpoſely written upon that 
Subject. There are Treatiſes written 
thereof. for more ample ſatisfaction : 
wherein he ſhal find, that God ordina- 
rily in his firſt appearance to the ſoul 
uſeth the outward miniſtery of the 
Word, and by his Spirit inwardly, gives 
and applies that which is ſpoken unto 
the heart of the hearer, whereby the ' 
heart ſees its own ccrcuption and mi- 
{ery, and thereupon loaths and abhors 
| It 
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it ſelf, and as a ſtomack ſurfeited with 
evil humours, . would willingly dif- 
gorge;it ſelf, ſo it defires to be delivered 
of its ſin, and eaſed of its miſery. Then 


hearing ,and attending to the Promiles 


of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, it con- 
ceives hope by Chriſt, that new and 
living way : not-onely to be diſcharged 
of fin and miſery 4but allo to be re- 
ceived into favour with God : and then 
lies groaning at the foot-{toole of grace, 
till God come in by his Spirit, and ſay, 
unto the poor ſoul, 1 am thy ſalvation : 
and thereupon it believes and purifies 
the heart of all noxious thoughts,words, 
and actions, and beholding Chriſt in 
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the glaſle of Gods Word, zt zs tranſ-, og. ,. 
formed into the image of Chriſt, from glo- 8. 


ry.to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord : but this briefly ; becauſe I would 
not make too large an excurlion( if yet 
it be one )) out of my way. 

2. He that woulg have good thoughts 
in his mind, let -him attend the means 
of grace in Gods ſeveral diſpenſations: 
let him give up his heart unto that forze 
of Dodrine which hath been delivered 
wnto the Saints : and ſubject his foul 
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| inall humility unto the whole will of 


God revealed , and openly urged ( by 
ſuch as are ſent upon his underſtand- 
ing, wil, and atieCtions, in the Ordi- 
nance of Preaching which being rnight- 
ly managed, # the power of God unts 
falvation. 

. HereI muſt admoniſh them that hear 
the Word of God, that they would be 


patients, to take what God preſcribes 


tor the cure- of their thoughts. © That 
© man wil never make a good Diſciple, 
© and follower of Chriſt, that is not con- 
*tent to deny himſelf ; a novice that is 
© proud, is not far from the condemna- 
<tion of the Devil. Naamarx had almoſt 
<loſt the cure of his Leprofie, by deſpi- 
© fing the waters of Jordan, and prefer- 
©ring his own Rivers of Abanah and 
©Parphar. We muſt not quarrel at 
Gods way or method of cureing our 
thoughts, nor at the perſons of Gods 
fending, to adminifger ſpiritual help 


| untous. In this matter, we ſhould ſay 


3$am 3, 
ID. 


with Sammel, Speak on Lord far thy ſer- 
vant heareth : or as that devout Corme- 
<lizsto Paul; We are all here preſent be- 


AR.10.33 © fore God,to hear all things that are com- 


* manded thee of God. + '$. he 
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5; He that would have good 
thoughts , let him pray: let him in- 
treat the Lord to enrich his ſoul by 
his ſan&ifying ſpirit for by mul- 
tiplyed ads, the ſpirit doth renew 
our- minds. God ſaves us, but not jby 
works of Righteouſneſſe , which we 
have done, but according to his mercy 
by the waſhing of regeneration , and 
renewing of the holy Ghoſt: © pray for 
© that, therefore that ye may be waſhed 
© and ſaved. 

The fourth meanes to get good 
thoughts into thy mind, is to accom- 
pany Gods Saints , be thou as much as 
conveniently, and without prejudice of 
thy calling in the company of them that 
are godly, whoſe communion will 
edge the good motions that are upon 
thy ſpirit,as Iron ſharpens Iron. *© Peters 
© Epiſtles had power in them to ſtirre 
© up the pure minds of ;holy men; there 
*1s a powerallo in the interloquutories 
© and familiar conferences of holy per- 
(ons, - when they meet face toface 5 
*Paxl had a .great. defire of many 
© years, to ſee (not ſo much the City of 
© Komen her then glory)as the brethren 
he, Ea i0 Fe $555. _ 


Tit. 3.5. 


3 Pcr, 3.1, 
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Rom re © ome , that he might be filled with 
Rom.r5, _ wa | "7 

23-24, © their company, we' believe a commu- 
© nion of Saints, and ſhall we not deſire 
©tobe aſliftants ohe to another, to im- 
< part and'receive 'ſome {piritual gifts, 
* interchangeably ? God -himſelF 15 ſeen 
© in the congregations of holy men, and' 
therefore as Manoah and his wife, when 
they had ſeen an Angel , 'thought they 
had ſeen the face of God. So when we 
ſhall ſeethe face of Gods people, let 
us think we behold the face of God in 
them, for they are the livelieft pictures 
of Gods image, their converſation 
will admiaiſter thoughts of 1mitation, 
their conferences will ſeaſon ourunſa- 
vory meditations , their diſcourſe will 
draw out waters of life, ſo that we may 
perceive the deep things of our ſalva- 
tion, flowing out of their bellies unto 
us: and though Satan in the company 
of wicked men, do beget upon their 
imaginations, a company of wicked 
thoughts, yet the ſpirit of God is as 
plentiful in producing good motions in 
godly minds by the company of ſ{anCti- 
hed men : do but obferve the iflues of 
thy mind after thy fill of their AP: 
- ow. 
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how barren doſt thoa return from the 
tables of thoſe, where thou haſt not 
ſeen the: face of God , fior:heard* any 
talk of heaven, and if amongſt them, 
Satan have but ' whiſtled an horn-pipe, 
how 1s thy ſoul dulled or grieved, or 
turned out of the way or unfitted for 
heavenly thoughts. -But on' the con- 
trary, when thou haft-been-praying, fa- 
ſting, mourning, or/ it! may be feaſting 
with -Gods Saints, how. cheerful will 
the (oul be? 'it ſeems''to have fed upon 
ſome diſh-(like E/zjahs meat) 'in the 
ſtrength' whereof thy thoughts 'goe 
i . long journey. in holy'-meditattons, 
therefore be'ſure of a' holy mn to thy 
friend, : and the more the better and 
make much account ' of- hin or them, 
it's a wonder to ſee what force 1s 'in the 
company of godly men,to ſtirre up good 
thoughts: and Jamentable to ſee how 
Satan ſtrangles good thoughts 1n' ſome, 
when ' they are ready to appeare in 
ation: by. evill company. ; - ſo -that 
thoſe thoughts never live to ſce the 
light... 

He that would get good thoughts, 
and ſtore his heart with them, muſt 
make 
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make much of them, when they come* 
they are quick movers, they come 
fuddenly , and they are gone as ſoon; 
if they be not kindly entertained: they 
will not ſtay long at:the dore knocking, 
nor ſcraping for acquaintance, they are 
the mefſengers of Gods Spirit, and they 
bring good newes to the ſoul that bids 
them welcom., but the non-entertain- 
ment of them, or the ſlight entertain- 


ment of them, is a grieving of the holy 


Spirit of God, that ſent them, If Da- 
vids meſſengers be unkindly entreated 


by Nabal, or frowned upon, they will 


back to' their Lord, and acquaint 
© him with their uſage; and do not thou 
*think buc, thy carriage towards holy. 


©thoughts will be carried to Gods ear :: 


But if thou give kind: entertainment to 
good thoughts, they will; ſtay with 


thee, to counſell and comfort thee; and 


they will bring with them home to thine 
heart, many more of their own kind to 


lodge with thee : for God himſelf will 


ſend them in plentiful manner, who 
loves to furniſh ſuch an hoſt with the 


| heſt commers. Good thoughts in this 


reſpet& are ſomething like unto riches, 
they 
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they come to them in moſt plenty, who 
eſteem them moſt : the world muſt be 
© courted, and gracious thoughts muſt 
£ be much made of, | 
And. conlider , good thoughts are 
worthy entertainment, they are to be 
reckoned amongſt our better friends, a 
man can hardly make too much of 
them : in the multitude of theſe 
<thoughts, the comforts of God re- 
<freſhour ſoules. 


Make much ofthem, for firſt they are 


pood in themſelves, the births of gra- 


' cious minds begotten upon them by the 


Spirit of God, for'we are not able of our 
© ſe]ves tothink a good thought.  _ 
Secondly , theſe have been kind to 


us, and done us many a good turn, wit- 


neſſe our ſolitary nights, and tedious 
houres of ſickneſſe, impriſonment , af- 
« flictions, travailes from place to place, 


 ©while no comforters have been our 
© companions, but God and ' our good _ 
* thoughts. We may fay with David, prry;,, 


LIT 


Pl, 


*IWe have rementbred thy name in the 55, 


© 2ight, and have kept thy Law : our ſos 
f litary and night thoughts have bene- 
*fited us, for the keeping of Gads 


Law, 


#4 
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Law , and' have adminiſtred unto us 


ſongs, inthe dayes of our-pilgrimage. 


. Thirdly, our good thoughts are Jtke- 
ly to do us good hereafter. and it may 
be at ſucha time., -when weſball. have 
more nced.of them, then ever we have 
had yet it was Hezekiah's great. com- 


« fort 1n his lickneſle, to think how te 


© had walked before God, in truth, and 
* with a, perfect heart, and he, beſeech- 
*cth the Lord alſo, that he would re- 


© member'bim in-this;behalf: -if bonds 


© or atfiictions remain. us, if we be caſt 
<1nto the Dungeon ,, or-be wounded in 
© battail, or lye upon; fick-beds; good 
©thoughts will be unto us our ſweeteſt 
© companions. *; | 
Make much of good thoughts, they 
wilt ſcaſon the rooms where they.come;, 


and make the heart the houſe of God : 


But here a word of admonition to them 
that havenotx good: thoughts, or rather 
to themwhoſe good thoughts make of- 
fer. of departure. ; Suſpect (beloved) 


$7 entcrtainments of them have been 


arſh ,. or diſtaſtful : uſe them more 
kindly ,-entreat their ſtay, offer them 
violence, keep them by torce, (if it be 
| poſlible ) 
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poſſible) / that they+go 'notover the | 


threſhold from you.- Imitate herein Je- 
cobs' bold wreftling 'with- God 3hold 
them faſt, let them not go, left 'ye loſe 
a bleſling. DEM. {5 av | 
6. Hethat would get good thoughts 
ito his mind, muſt have a'- great care 
to. keephismind'off from evil objeds, 
witked perſons',” places of: iniquity, 
things that are ſinfull in therr ſelves, or 
occafionally ; for though wicked men 
make no matter'to "offer themſelves'to' 
theſetemptations ; av hakedly:as mad- 
menmriwinto-the tentsof their enemies: 
yet the children of God who have obs 
ſerved what foyles other men;or thems 
felves'have formerly' received by fuch 
fool-hardines,wil wiſely keep themſe]vs 


- at a diſtance 3 this made him-pray, twr# 


away tins eyes, Lord, leſt they behold 'va- 


#ityt hethat hath no care inithis caſe, 


may find: great diſorders*.creep into 
his thoughts, before he be aware: 

.( *.'Tis:the nature /of imagination to 
5 receive the ſpecies'pr thapes:of things 
from the outward ſenſes; ::and laying 
© ofthem-up awhile; till ſhe hath;judged 
Fof them 3} then to report them, to the 
| L * under- 
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© underſtanding ; and from what ſhe 
© hath received, ſhe-can alſo create new 
© ſpecies ,.and non-entitics, of which 
© kind are the uſual fictions of Poets : 
©it behoves a man therefore, to take 


© hath to-do, Jeſt by them ſomethin 

*get intu the mind to diforder- an 

© diſſettle the government of bis diſd- 
* ſed thoughts, or |being themſelves in 
© poſſeſſion, keep out | better: things 
*then-'themſelves from entring; keep 
© off therefore from things that are in 
© themſelves ſimply unwarrantable, and 


© cident, and ctrcumſtantially ,-;as; were 
© thoſe things - whereof the. Apoſtle 
© ſpeaks; Idols Temples, and meat ſa- 
© crificed unto Idols. ned, 
<Why?. but Paz! doth not condemn 
©ſuch things as unlawful, but notes them 
© indifferent truezbut to him thatis per- 
© ſwaded in his ownmind.not to himthat 
© doubts : to himthat walks in charity, 
© not to- him that gives an offence to.a 
© weak brother, for whom Chriſt died. 
Why? but it isJawfultomake fin it 
ſelfthe obje@ of our thoughts, we _ 
c 


© heed With what objeds, or matters, he - 


«from thoſealſo which are fuch by ac- 


of Thou ohts. 


think of it: we may think of Adams 


tins, of our own fins 3 we may think of 


the miſery of man by ſin, we may confi- 
der from whence we are fallen : what 
was our purity of nature , our proſpe- 
rity in Paradiſe, and what Counte- 
nance we had from God 1n that ſtate; 
and how fin hath now taken up the 
room-wherein God kept; and curſes 
have ſucceeded in the ſtead of bleſ- 
ſings : alas, our caſe is now ſo mji- 
ſerable, that we have not a labour with- 
out wearineſſe, a pleaſure without ſa- 
tiety, or painz a meat without poyſon, 
a way without a Serpent, a friend with- 
out weaknefle : *theſe things we may 
* think of, elſe why are we called upon 
© to repent our ſelves of our ſins, to con- 
© feſle them, to pray pardon for them + 
© co walk hambly, and to fear, becauſe of 
© the terrours of the Lord. Yea further 
we may think of the workings of Sa- 
tan againſt us, with what trains and 
ſubtiſties he ſeeksto entrap and enſnare 
us, that he may bring us to deſtruction, 
both of bodies and ſoules , whiles our 
fleſh confederates with him agaiaſt us, 
like a kingdome divided un it ſelf : 
| L 2 and 
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and the world confpires with both, by 
frowns and favours to ſeparate us from 
God : ©Elſe why arewe ſooften called 
© ypon, to beware of the wiles of the 
<Devil, to ſubdue our own fleſh, to take 
© heed of the world, leſt our hearts be 
© pierced through-with many ſorrows : 
*andif ſo, What need 1s there to have 
Fa care to keep our minds from evil 
* objects ? 

I anſwer, 'tis lawful to think of our 
own fins. of the malice of the Devil,of 


our own miſeries, cf the deceitfulneſle 


ofthe world, and of ourown fleſh; while 
the thoughts of theſe things convey 
them ſo to the underſtanding, that it 
diſprovesthem, to the will that it ab- 
hors them ſo far as they are eyil;z. and 
thereupon ſet our hearts upon thoughts 
of mortification : but if the thought of 
© theſe things ſhal draw in the wil to like 
© of them, and the underſtanding to plot 
*a forwarding of ſuch wickednefle as 
©thefe propound , then the thinking 
©upon theſe things ,. become evil 
*thoughts. And thus we muſt have a 
© great care to keep our minds from evil 
* objes : left too much porxeing,upon 

| 5 them, 
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«them, do ſecretly and cloſely conveigh 
< ſome of their malignity into our minds 
c and affetions. Wherefore think not 
cof fin; but to loath jt, think not of the 
£ Devil, but to reſiſt him, think not of 
© thy fleſh, but to ſubdue : nor of the 
£ world, but to hateit ſo far as the love 


of it is enmity againſt 'God : But take 


* off every thought concerning theſe 
*things which draw in the wil to like, 
*or the underſtanding ro deviſe, miſ- 
© chief. | 

7. That ye may get good thoughts 
into your minds, propound ſomething 
of worth and uſefulneſſe to your con- 
ſiderations. © Imagination will create 
*and multiply good thoughts from a 
* ſubje& of worth and excellency : and 
here thou mayeſt take up into thy 
thoughts the four Cardinal Workes of 
God. Firſt the Creation is a uſeful 
 ſubjectto think of : the matter out of 
which all things made their appearance. 
at the firſt wasnothing : the power by- 
which God wrought themywags a word : 
the variety of creatures produced, were 
all things in Heaven above, in the Earth 
beneath, or in the Waters under the 
L 3 "Earth. 
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Earth. All things were brought out of 


nothing by the Creators word. If thou 
caſt thy thoughts upon thy ſelf onely, 
thou mayeſt ſay with the Prophet, 7 am 
fearfully and wonderfully made. Palle 
henceto the wonder of mans Redemp- 
tion, and when thou lookeſt into. the 
myſtery hereof : leave off thy marvel- 
ing at the frame and furniture of the 


World, the Sun, the Moon, and Stars, 


which he hath made: What wonder I 
at the Leviathans greatneſle, taking his 
pleaſure in the Deep. or at the ſmal di- 


ienfions of the Wren and Piſmire ? all 


theſe things are light in compariſon 
when I think of God, made Man, and 
deſcending from Heaven in the Son, a 
Babe born of a Virgin, ſwadled and laid 
in a manger: proclaimed by Angels, 
yet ſpitefully uſed by his creatures ; 
dying and lying in the grave, and from 
thence riſing again, and aſcending back 
into Heaven from whence he deſcended 
before: This the Apoſtle commends 
unto us in the Goſpel, and calls it, The 
great Myſtery of Godlineſſe : God mani- 
fefted in the Fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, 
ſeen of Angels,preached unto the Gentiles, 
| believed 
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believed onintheW orld; received * FL 
to Glory. When thy heart hath ſome- 
what' filled it ſe!f with the work of 
Redemption, thou mayeſt for variety 
_ fake lawfully call up into thy thoughts 
the wonderful work of Gods provi- 
dence: how manifold-are Gods works : 
how in wiſdom doth he govern them 
all, Any of Gods works of providence 
may {weeten the labours of the longeit 
day : and ſhorten the tediouſneſſe of 
the longeſt night : Even Gods ſpecial 
care of thy particular ſelf, in the feveral 
ages of thy life, when ſeriouſ)y thought 
upon, 1s no lefle than wonderful ; How 
many dangers of thy childhood, of thy 
youth, of thy agz, hath God diſcovered 
unto thee? and ſometimes prevented 
them, ſometimes carried thee through 
them, and vet delivered vhee from them 2 
How many mercies hath he prepared 
and performed for thee, which never 
came into thy mind 2 Orif thou wilt, 
Conſider that gratious work: of Rege- 
neration, whereby the Spirit of God 
which breaths where it liſteth, takes up 
a poor creature already dead in fins and” 
L 4 treſ(- 


The right gewiernyent 
treſpaſſcs,, and: breaths into. him..the 
breath of Life, ſets him on his feet,and 
teacheth him to go, and holds him by 
his arm, that he ſhould henceforth fall 
no more for ever. *I do but ſhew you 
< ſome. things of worth and uſcfulneſle 
© to think upon : not toconfine a larger 
© ſoul to theſe ſubjecs onely.: I, know 
© every particular. work. of God carries 

* wonder 11 it : yet if thy ſoul do but 
<climb, like promonts, to theſe men- 
© tioned, thy underſtanding will have fo 
< much in-view, that thy thoughts need 
© never be idle, nox.ill employed :, but 
<find a matter to raiſe a good thought 
<upon, and to: multiply .invention. 
Even every viltble and objective thing, 
1s a book laid open before thy eye, 
wherein: thou mayeſt reade ſome- 
ng of. Gods,worth, and thy own 

OY | : | 

Reader, take theſe courſes for the 

getting conſerving and encreafing good 
thoughts in thy mind, It may be ſome 
of theſe directions. may ſeem uſeleſſe 
unto thee; yet thou haſt my offer of 
love to thy ſoul : and they may beunto 
| at” | thee, 


thee, though unſeen at the firſt, like 
Minerals under ground, which lead to 
and fro with a thoufand veins; enrich- 
ing the Miner. | 
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'CHAP. XI. 


Tc orbear further rules for getting 
good thoughts, and ſhal now ſpeak 


of the rules more particularly whereby 


we muſt govern good thoughts once 
gotten. If it be expeed by any, that 
I ſhould have been moſt large, or onely, 
upon this point, for the right govern- 
Ing of a juſt mans thoughts, Let it alſo 
be conſidered, that all that hath been 
hithertv written, hath been but dire- 
Ciens to the ſame purpoſe. He that 
would govern his thou ohts aright, muſt 
know not onely how to rule them being 
| Lotten, but how to remove hindrances 
ofthems; which I have done by diſco- 
very of the evils of thoughts, and the 
remedies thereof, general and particu- 
lar. He mult alſo know how to get 
good thoughts, which I have done, by 
direting means for that purpoſe 3 and 
therctore when I have alſo given =_ 
- rules 
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of Thoughts. _ -. 
rules for the governing: of your good 
thoughts being gotten, I ſhal think I 
have, diſcharged my- duty in this un- 
dertaking , according to the meaſure 
of the gift of God -beſtowed upon me, 
for the edifying of his Church, 
And that I may ſtir up your pure 
_ minds to this great Work of governing 
your good thoughts being gotten, 
Conſider : | 
I. Its honourable and praiſe-wor- 
thy, for a man to govern his own 
thoughts well : It was Salomons praiſe, 
that when God bid him ask and have : 
that leaving out riches, and long life , 
and honour, out of. his petition, as 
things leſle defireable, he did earneſtly 
deſire, Lord give thy ſervant au under- ,x;,, 
ſtanding heart ta pow thy people. It is | 
no kſle praiſeable in a Chriſtian bein 
made a king over a ſtate as diſordered, 
as people,as mutinous,viz.his thoughts, 
ang having the ſame promiſe which 
Salomon had, to ask and receive, and 
particulary to ask wiſdom of God who 
gives it, if he beg of God that wiſdom 
which is from above,whereby his heart 


may be guided to ſettle his — 
1 
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(if not rebellious) thoughtsin peace and 
ſcourtty. | | 

Certainly 'tis a work of great wiſdom 
to govern our thoughts aright. and if 
they'be:accounted wiſe who helped by 
power and cunning, can rulea multi- 
tude well; they-are alſo to be reputed 
wiſe, who can rule their own thoughts, 
which-are a great people for number, 
and asapt to mutiny as men are : ſure- 


Iy ſuch who rule well within, areto be | 
accounted worthy of double honour, as 


they that rale well without. 

Further, when we conſider the dith- 
culty of governing thoughts well , we 
mmuſl needs: think them worthy praiſe, 
who can do it : ſome are-born Kings, 
_ and many have made themſelves Kings 
over Countries, and Nations of people, 
which yet. could never conquer their 
own thoughts, but continued ſlaves to 
their own wills, a man may conquer $- 
thers by ſtrength of arms, and poljgy, 
- but a man can never conquer his own 
. thouShes truly; untill nature be helped 
©by ſanctifying graces:1n as much there- 
<fore as grace ſuperadded to nature, 
* makes it inevery thing more illuſtri- 

| © ous, 
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pug 
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of Thoughts. .'- 


© ous,by ſo much is the Chriſtianrightly 
© ruling his. own thopghts,more honou-: 
©rable then other men, Yo OR 

But-notwithſtanding what can be ſaid. 
for the praiſe of them that govern their 
thoughts aright : yet, there are many 
in the world, and they men of no mean 
parts, who admire , and by their. cn- 
deavours, advance the government of 
Houſes, Churches, and Kingdomes,who 
yet decry the ordering ofthe heart, the 
government. of the, thoughts as need- 
leſſe, or impoſlible. ..''.. ..- .. ....; 

But needleſle it | 
perceive by our' remxed diſcqurſe,con- 
cerning the needfulneſle of the govern- 
ment of thoughts,and this that followes.. 

The inward government of the ſoul, is 


the preſident forall externalgovernments 


among men, and the Heathen knew this 
who called man alittle world ::1f, oſes 
had not ſeen the formof theTabernacle 
1n the mount,he could never have made 
it,to Gods mind, 8 if men do not frame a 
form of government in their own minds, 
they will hardly be able to forma go- 
vernment acceptable to men, as he that 
will govern the Church , muſt firſt learn 
ta 
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to'govern his own houſe : ſo muſt he 
egin to rule well in that private little 
place of his own heartthat minds to go- 
vern others : the beſt men are the beſt 


Kings, and the moſt conquering their - 


own | hearts, are the greateſt Wor- 
thies, ) | . 

* Again, he that governs his thoughts 
well, God will ſubdue all his enemies 
under him, all the'rebellions of bis own 
fleſh, ſhall yield to him, all the ſtrivings 
of the world againft him, cannot pre- 
vail ; he rideson conquering all things, 


_ and not to be conquered : but he that 


is of a looſe and diſordered carriage to- 
wards his own ſoul, ſhall find his 
thoughts and ations as looſe to him, 
as his care 1s over them. 

Impoſſible it is not , for a Righteous 
man to govern his thoughts aright: 
though I muſt confeſſe that to' nature 
unreformed , it is impoſfiblez as atſo 
that where nature is renewed, the high- 
elt perfeQtion of this gift is not attaina- 
ble, before the enjoyment of glory. 


Yet notwithſtanding the meaner de- | 


eos may and ought to be expected 
rom God, andare attained unto by e- 


4 very 
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. of Thoughts. 2! 
very good Chriſtian in this life:for Go 


hath promiſed to.give unto'his ſervaneg)©3% 


2 new heart, and \that his grace ſhall be 
ſufficient for them. ; Wherefore mm 
nothing; is v4 pol 'to whom Go' 
hath .promiſed peſſibility 3 let not usbe 
diſcquraged from preſcribing , 'let not 
others be. diſcouraged from: receiving 
rulesfor government of our thoughts, 
being. a work ;both: poſhible:and ne- 
celdary.: 7.3: Tvr Das -< 11 a0 a3 

; Rule 1. It will be the' wiſdom of 
every::Righteous:;man to lift up the 
head of: fome- juſt thought 1tito! place 
of Eminency,and Command in his'mind; 
wheretnto all the reſt muſt be fubject, 
which.muſt have both coercive and co- 
ative. power, like that Centurion inthe 
Goſpel, and1ay to one thought go,and 
to ahother:come :-* parity, if but in 
*thought, is next to mutiny 3/''ozderly 
© goyermument amongſt equals, is a ſolce- 
5 cilme inPohiticks.:.; © - | 
- But-where may. we find ſucha Saint 
among the people ;:ſtich- a thought a- 
mong the: cogttations:;, as may overt 
all the reſt ?- what if thou ſhalt ſet up | 
the thought of : Gods ' fear upon . the 


throne 
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throne of thy .heart.: holding up the 
-*. Geepter: of iGods word, and taking up 
- GE Kegency of «thy whole man) 'as of 
|. —_ te multitude of thy thoughts: * Þ'eon- 
| fceive, thefearof God' taking: it: im the 
l *. Scripture wn” rw toto Dei culty, fot 
| _ *the whole worſhip of God, - is 'moſt 
[ © meet-to. be a Maſter.,- a Prince over 
| * allour thoughts; for what but religion 
'T *ſhouldbe:the main' foope 'of a Chriſti- 
1 © ans whole life? and what ratherthen 
il © this. ſhowld-command all the company 
| *of our ;thoughts. into order ambnglt 
*themſelyes, and -into: the obedience 
cof:Chriſt? old 23 
© Whatiis it which the Pſalmift chief- 
\\ © ly promiſcth toteach his children, but 
ll — PpRl34.1ts the fear of theLord?: Core .ye chilater, 
£ bearkenunto me , and Twill teach you 
© the fear of; the Lord : many would be 
© accounted wile and/prudent, but-none 


"ys 


ll prov.rgs.* fear of God in their »hearts;.: Ever 4 
\Þ £ ſcorneti., ſer keth wiſcom:, but ſindes it 
| *no0t's alas:, wiſdom »lyes :not: 1m: the 

' _ ©ſcorners-way, nor amonglt - their great 
1Gor;3; * men, arid wife menof the world, whoſe 
w  Inwiſdem:ir but Fooliſpneſſe with God. 


ww 


onto 3 


© are truly wiſe, but they that ſetup.the, 


Whero | 


of Thoughts. 

© Where lyes it then, but. amongſt them 
© that are religious? The fear of the 
* Lord is the beginning of wiſdoms. 
© Doubtlelle they have 'a good under- 
© ſtanding that do thereafter; the praiſe 
© of it endureth for ever. And let this 
further upon your hearts; conſider that 
they which deſpiſe that wiſdome,which 
the fear of the Lord teacheth,. are but 
fools for their labour 3 The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wiſdom, but 
fools deſpiſe wiſdom and inſtrufFion - my 
advice is therefore, that ye (et this fear 
of the Lord, as Regent over your 
thoughts. ; 

If ye pleaſe to look amongſt the men 
of this world, ye ſhall ſee a Maſter 
thought higher then the reſt, in every 
unregenerate man, at whole beck all 
the reſt as underlings bow-, and give 
obedience. not unfitly compared to the 
Maſter Bee in the Hive, whoſe rifing or 
ſettling carries with it the whole ſwarm. 
Thus the thought of covetoulneſle in 

«das, of fame in Magus, of idolatry in 
Jezabel, of adultery in Herod, of honour 
1 Nebachadnezzar, of revenge In Cairn, 


of 
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of nigardize in Nabal, of ſelf-preſerva- 
tion in the unjuſt ſteward , were as 
the Pole-ſtarre , about which, all the 
reſt of their thoughts moved reſpe- 
Ctively. 

In the thoughts of a wicked man, 
the thoughts of ſome ſin takes the 
throne , in whoſe government he de- 
Iights: this thought drives out all good 
'ones that ſtand in his way and oppoſe 
him, and if any be received in, 'tis but 
with reſervation of power to remove 
them again at pleaſure. And even evill 
thoughts themſelves which are not of 
the ſame kind with the principal, are ſo 
farre countenanced as ferviceable to 
the Regents purpoſe : ſo the thought 
of ambition, brings in all other thoughts 
of revenge; Covetouſneſle,Pride, Envie, 
&c. to be her ſervants : ſo that a man 
_ may ſay, ſuch Maſter, ſuch Servants; 
ſuch Miftreſle, ſuch Maids : and when 
they ceaſe to be ſerviceable to their . 
Maſters main deſign, he caſts them off, 
and takes in others. : 

If wicked men be thus wiſe in their | 
generations, let the children wow 2 

carn | 


of Thoughts. 
learn to be more wiſe then they; and 
let them alſo enthrone the thought of 
Gods fear, and delight in her govern- 
ment, and then evil thoughts will vaniſh 
as the miſts before the morning Sun : 
this will take in all thoughts of ſuch ver- 
tues, and words, and works, as may be 
ſerviceable to the worſhip of God, and 
wake even thoſe inferiour thoughts a- 
bout things indifferent, and the lawful 
buſineſſes of our calling ſubſervient and 
profitable to her main defign of honou- 
ring God : and when they ceaſe to be (o 

| ſerviceable, the fear of God enthroned 
S among the thoughts, will caſt them off, 

©The ſecond rule,Let all thy thoughts 
© be ordered according toGods word,for 
© if the fear of God be Regent, the word 
of God is her known Law , by which 
© ſhe governs; The teſtimonies of the 
, Lord, as they were the delight,{o they 
were the Counſellers of the holy Pro- 


I 3T 


phet. Thy Teſtimonies are my delight, Pal. 19, 
© and my Counſellers , they muſt be 24s 


© Counſ(cellers to every ſoul that lives uns 
| <*der the fear of God: Religion hath 
| *no Law aboye Scripture , nor equal 
: M 2 * with 
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© withit : and that man cannot have ſet 
<up the fear of God in his heart, who 
<underſets the Scripture , or ſpeaks 
<againſt it, or behaves himſelf froward- 
ly towards the rule thereof. * That 
© man cannot have a good thought in 
© his heart, who hath an evil heart to 
© the Scripture : But as when Moſes 
© took the rod unto his hand, the waters 
*ſtood on heaps, and divided them- 
© ſelves above and beneath : So when 
the heart which fears God takes into 
conlideration the word of God , the 
thoughts that come from above, and 
the thoughts which come from below, 
divide themſelves, and ſtart aſunder : 
in which ſenſe, the word is called 2 d:- 


Heb.4. 12: ſcerner of the thoughts and intents of 


the heart : © Wherefore that evil 
©thoughts may divide from thee, and 
*o00d thoughts may ſtay with thee 
© let all thy thoughts come before the 
*word of God: Religion wil allow no 
© thoughts under her government, but 
* ſuch as wil be ruled by her Laws. 

And this rule I have given the more. 
willingly, leſt any thoughts ariſing _ 

0 
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of zeal and afiection to Religion, and 
. not according to the word of God, 
ſhould uſurpe amongſt you the name of 
Good thoughts. In this kind Tobſerve 
Gods' child ren commit great errours, 
packing many unwarrantable and un- 
ſeaſonable actions upon ſeeming good 
affeCtions to the fear of God. *© I love 
*thoſe perſons. whoſe good meanings 
* and good affections make them zealous 
*of Religion: but I love and honour 
<that ſoul more, whole afteGions are 
© zealous, yet wilnot allow that for Re- 
<ligion, which is not according to Gods 
*Word : if any other opinion get the 
* ſtampe of men upon it for religious: 
<1ts more than I know that it hath 
* Gods Image and Superſcription upon 
"t. 


thoughts aright : Confider thine own 
ſtanding, and qualification, in the 
Church of God; for every ſeveral 
ſtanding and ſtate, require ſeveral 


3. That thou mayeſt govern thy 
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thoughts. The Apoſtle marſhals Chri- —_—_ Ze 
ſtians tnto three ranks : Children, young * 


Men , and old Men. * Like thoughts 
M 3 © become 
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become not every age, no more than 


o 
like apparel doth. Joſephs party- 

* coloured Coat, became oeph while he 
was his father Jacobs wanton 3 but 

© when he was Pharaohs Counſellour,he 

© muſt put on his graver habits. While 

© the Apoſtle was a child, he ſpake as a 

© child, be underſtood as a child, he 

© thought as a child; but when'he be- 


. *came 4man, be put away childiſh things. 


1 Joh. 2. 
" 


It may beſeem a child to hang upon 
the mothers breaſts, to ſtand at her 
knee, to be carried in her armes, to play 
away time, and truſt all to the care of 
father and mother, and cry. for what 
he lacks : But young-men who are 
ſtrong, mult think of fightings and bat- 
tles, and overcoming the wicked one: 
and old men who have known him that 
is from the beginning, muſt be grave, 
ſober, examples unto others, and teach- 
ers of others, filled with the fulneſfle of 
God, beyond the unſtayed thoughts of | 
the chiid , or diſtempered motions of $ 
young-men. What an nnnatural thing | 
It is, to ſee children ruling their fathers, | 
old men hanging upon the Paps, and 


| 


_ *Chnrch, and their own Calling in the 
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young men in their full ſtrength lean- 
ing upon the Crutch? ..* The thoughts 
* ofa King, become not the ſtate of a 
; DEEgAT : the poor man mult think how 
*to ſpeak ſupplications : the rich man 
© how to iſtriburesythe miniſter to di- 
*vide the Word aright, and to feed the 
© flock of Chriſt : the tradeſman not to 
© defraud or circumvent his brother in 
*anything. - When mens thoughts are 
© ſuitable to their own ſtanding in the 


*world, there is 'a harmony in their ſo- 
©cieties, and they are mutually helpful. 
© In Martial affairs, if the common Soul- 
*dier run upon the Captains office: in 
© houſhold-government, if the ſervant 
© will do.the Maſters buſineſle : in Cor- 
© porations, if the Common man wyll act 
*as Lord Mayor, their communions are 
© but confuſions : but where every one 
© takes, and keepeth his own place,how 
© pleaſant is the whole action? Let 
© every man conlider his own ſtanding 
© and qualification inthe Church of Gad, 
* and let no man think of himſelf above 
© that which is fitting, but let him think 
* ſoberly. M 4 4. Rule: 
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4. Rule: Take a view of all thy 
thoughts, as that Maſter did who took 
an account of his ſervants : fo--do thou 
call thy thoughts together, and take 
notice of what kind they are, of what 
worth they are; *of "what wſefulneſſe 
they are ,to the ſervice of the fear of 
God: Its probable thou mayeſt finde 
ſome evil ſervants among them that ap- 
pear to be good; ſome unprofitable 
ones among them that ſeem to be uſe- 
ful; ſome eſſe ſerviceable among them 
thar ſeem to be moſt; and ſome more 
ſerviceable among them that' ſeem to 
be leſfe : It wilbe thy wiſdom to know 
the" ſtate of thy thoughts ;- and'as the 
mouth taſtes meat,'and the” eare tryes 
words, ſo let the heart 'try her own 
thoughtsz bring: them to the trial of | 
Gods Word, as gold to the Touchſtone: 
and accordingly as they endure thi 
touch, ſo account of them for current 
or baſefilver : For as ina great houſe; 
there be veſlels of gold, and veſlels of 
filver, and ' veſſels. of wood, and of 
ſtone : ſo are the thonghts in a mans 
heart, fore for honour, and ſome for 


 diſho< 
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diſhonour, ſome for nobler, and ſome 
for meaner employments, and ſome not 
uſeful at all. 

5. | Having thus viewed thy own 
thoughts; what thoughts are found to 
be of an evil kind, lay them aſide, how 
pretious ſo ever they were tn thine eyes. 
Our ſervants though of a good appear- 
ance, yet if they want worth and be un- 
ſerviceable to us, muſt ſeek them new 
maſters : ſo ſhould our thoughts do. 
Fhat thought which is found not to 
fear God, let it not tarry in thy fight: 
if Gold want weight, or be embaſed, it 
paſleth not for current : if meat be 
never ſo wel cooked, yet if 1be not 
ſweet, it wil not down with us. And 
ſhal we be wiſe for our bodies, for our 
eſtates, for our houſes? Let us be much 
more wiſe for our ſouls: and if thou 
have once caſt put an evil thought per- 
nicious and wicked, let it not be enter- 
tained _ no not though it might 
do thee ſome appearing ſervite. Every 
man 1s not ſerviceable that looks like 
a man, and can hold a trencher : © Its 
* poſſible a wicked thought CRY 
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*ed may ftand thee inſtead for the 
© world, ſuch thoughts are not ſervice- 
able to the fear of God, nor thy ſal- - 
vation. | 

6. Having caſt off thoſe which are 
evil; keep - thoughts as are ſervice- 
able, and make much of them. © I have 


* ſpoken of this already as a rule for {}. 


© getting good thoughts, I need ſpeak 


*the leſle of it here; onely this : goods | 


*are kept as they aregotten : he that 


©makes not much of little which he |: 


© hath,will hardly get any more : and 
©he that/makes not much of that which 
*he hath, looſeth it by careleſneſle. 
© There's much good husbandry within 
©doors in faving that which we have, 
*as without doors , till we have. gor 
*Iit in: a good huſwife at home, is 
© as needful, as a good huſband a- 
© broad. | - 

7. Thoſe thoughts which are retain- 
ed,let them have their due place : ſome 
thoughts are about things purely reli- 
ious, other are about things indiffe- 
rent, and ſome about buſineſſes of our 
lawful Callings : all may - have their 
| | | _ place, 


vans Go. Js ES 


of Thonghre. 
place, and their ſeaſons 3 but much 
wiſdom is required in giving theſe 


{ thoughts what belongs to them :. they 


are all uſeful, and none of them to be 
contemned if. they keep their places. 
* Martha is needful in the houſe, as well 
*as Mary : But Mary mult have the 


- * firſt place, becauſe her part choſen ts 


©the better-: the younger children in 


- the family muſt have portions provided; 


but firſt-borns muſt have a. double por- 
tion : our Divine thoughts muſt have 
the preeminencez for the excellency 
of dignity belongs unto them : Seek ye 
firſt the Kingdom of God , and the 
Righteouſneſſe thereof - yet worldly 
thoughts are needfu] in their places. 
I like not that Monkiſh pretenſe to 
thruſt all worldly and — 
thoughts out of tlie mind, as too baſe 
to come into their Cloiſters : for thus 
they make themſelves unprofitable to. 
the ſocieties of men, and diflenters 
from the- rule of Chriſt, who would 
not that ſuch as are devoted to his 
worſhip, ſhould go out of the world, 
bur be kept from the evil of the 
world. 
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world. And I account it an errour on 
the formal Proteſtants part alſo, to 
thruſt out better thoughts , for the 
entertainment of worſe : | whereas it 
ſhould be a Chriſtians care rightly to 
ſubordinate the lower thoughts to the 
higher, the baſer, to the better: I can 
think that worldly thoughts are need- 
ful ſervants, though they be bad ma- 
fters. © Zibah did his Maſter Aephibo- 
ſheth good ſervice, till 'he got above 
him ; but then a ſervants allowance 
will not content him; he will be pleaſed 
with no leſle then the whole inheri- 
tance.” Even ſo our inferiour thoughts 
may do religion good ſervice, while 
they keep their ſubordination, but if 
they juſtle out religious. thoughts 
themſelves; it's time for a righteous 
man to put them again into their own 

lace. yg 

_ Theeigth Rule is : Let the Righte- 
man wiſely mixe his ſpiritual and other 
lawful thoughts together; it's a part 
*of the cogitative faculty to intermixe 
© the ſpecies of things received', and 'tis 
© the office of a wiſe Chriſtian to inter- 
| * mixE 


of Thoughts. 


« mixe his thoughts together, ſo as they 
© may be helpful one to another, to for- 
«ward the worſhip of God : a mans 
<thoughts ſhould be agreeable to his 
« preſent ſtate , and condition, which 
« being the ſtate of a travailer betwixt 
< earth and heaven, he ſhould be like 
<the Pilot in his ſhip, oculas ad celum, 
<14anu5 ad clave, lifting up his eyes to 
c heaven, and laying his hand upon the 
< Card : when the husband-man can at 
<the ſame time lay his hand on the 
© Ploughz & ad ſiivam aliquid Davj- 
© dicuzs , ling Davids Plalms with Da- 
<1zds heart, there 1s a {weet mixture 
© of thoughts in him : God indeed hath 
allowed unto man one kinde of 
—__ for his work, another for 
his devotion; yet when we are at 
our labour, we may ealily perceive our 
minds are more nimble to think , then 
our hands to work ; ſo that in all the 
buſineſle of our calling , there are cer- 
tain ſpaces for holy thoughts : *©ſo 
© 4brahams (ervant was lent out to take 
<2 Wife for his young Maſter , and 


©ſtood watering the Camels at the 
| © Well 
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"Well, he found a ſpace for that 


. prayer : 0h Lord God of my Maſter 
Abraham, 7T pray thee ſend me good 
© ſpeed this day , and ſhew kindneſſe unto 


© my Maſter Abraham. 


9. Rule; Let the Righteous mans 
- thoughts have their (ſeaſons and ſucceſ- 


Gons: there is a time for mixtures, and 
yet the ſeaſon of every thing mult be 
regarded , all thoughts of mirth make 
us ſecure, all muſing upon judgement 
is the high way to deſperation. All 
our thoughts upon priviledges and = 
jJoyments , may poſibly lift us up, and. 
all thoughts of fin and judgement may 
make us unprofitable to men, and un- 
comfortable to our ſelves : here mix- 
ture is convenient , yet ſeaſons muſt bg 
obſerved, and ſuccefſions. There is a 
time for all things , and he that is able 
to diſcern the time and ſeaſon of his 
thoughts, is a wife man : the mind is an 
active Agent, and hath almoſt infinite 
things to think of; yet being it ſelfof a 
finite and limited poflibility, muſt of ne- 


ceſlity take ſeaſonable opportunities, as 


the means to produce ations in an or- 
| | derly 


A cc &Q@ mM aA r= = 6&5 & > 


NA a A 


of Thoughts. 
derly ſucceſſion, where thoughts have 
not their allotmenss of ſuitable time, 
| they willbe diſorderly, confuſed, inter- 
rupted, and impertinent. 

Where this is not obſerved; two in- 
conveniences do uſually trouble the 
righteous man. 

Firſt, when he ſhould mind the du- 
ties. of holineſſe, the thoughts of his 
calling break in upon him. 

Secondly, when he ſhould tend the 


buſineſle of his calling his religious du- 


ties, are to do; which ſhould have been 
done before, both theſe inconvenien- 
ces are avoyded 3 by ſetting our 
thoughts to their time, and keeping 
them te their orderly ſucceflions. Bur 
here I muſt commit the Reader to his 
own ſpiritual wiſdom , which may di- 
ret for the time and ſeaſon of his own 
thoughts, and which ſhould be firſt, and 
which ſhould be laſt, better then any 
other can do. 

< Yet herein I will give my advice; let 
chim imitate wiſe States-men , who 
{ © hear and diſpatch buſineſſes of grea- 
© teſt concernment firſt; and then thoſe 
that 
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<that are of leſſer concernment; uſually - 


« ſpiritual thoughts are meet to be diſ- 
<patched firſt, for they are of the higheſt 
£ concernment , next the thoughts of 
< our calling 3; and laſtly, thoughts of re- 
« creation: yet I confeſle this advice is 


<not generall for all purpoſes, and for 
<all perfons : general Rules have their 


< exceptions, and ſo hath this: heavenly 
< thoughts are without controverſlie our 
< beſt thoughts, yet worldly thoughts 
© and recreatory thoughts, have their 
< uſe; and in caſe of extreme neceſlity 
of the body, muſt have the fir(t 
E-place, and be done firſt : if my neigh- 


<bours Oxe or his Afle be fallen into a 


© pit, I. muſt lift him out, though 
<it be on the Sabbath day. If my 
© houſe be on fire, I muſt think to 
< quench it , rather then to go into 
©<my Cloſet to prayer, or into the 
< Pulpit to preach, or into the Church 
©to hear. If my brother be ready 
©to ſtarve for want of cloathing, to 
< famiſh for want of food , my almes 
*1s more ſeaſonable then my Coun- 
© fell; my cloth then my good word: 
| * gOE 
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<g0e aid learn what that meanes. 145 
* T1 will have mercy, and not (acri- 
I 
10, Rule: Inthe government of all 
thy thoughts, becaretul thou have no 
violent pafiton , of what kind foever, 
upon thy ſpirit ; a paſitonate man can- 
not be a juſt governour of his own 
thoughts : paſſion of what kind ſoever; 
if violent, is the great enemy to a wel- | 
ſettled order of good thoughts. Who, | 
that ſaw David in his unlawful love | 
* to Bathſheba, int his grief for Abſolon, if 
*and in his rage againſt Nzbal/, would. | 
* have called him a man after Gods owit | 
| 
| 


©heart, or a man vf compoſed thoughts ? 
Paſſions diſorder the whole man, as the 
ſudden incurſion of a wing of Horſe; 
diſ-ranks a Company of Foot-men, and 
puts them into ſuch confuſion , that | 
every one is ready to fall foul upon his | 
fellow. Do paſſions break in upon thy | 
thoughts? what an altered man thou. | 
art? thy mind like an EZdez before | 
them, repleniſhed with variety of good 
thoughts, but behind them, a barren 
Wilderneſle, uncaven, and rough, and 

N oVer- | 
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over-grown with unpleaſant and unpro- 
fitable intentions,and reſolutions, tend- 
ing to evil. Oh the miſerable eſtate 
of our ſouls when they are hurried 
along upon the wheels of paſſion, and 
how unperceived are a mans deſcents to 
wickedneſle in thoſe his fits? and after 
the ſtorm of them is a little over 3 what 
a trouble it is to look back upon his 
miſcarriages? -what a labour to gather 
up his ſcattered good thoughts again ? 
Wherefore if thou defire to ſettle the 


government. of thy thoughts in peace 


jor 5.17. 


< buyers and ſellers out of the Temple: 


and ſafety, look\ well to thy paſſions, 
that they be not too ſtrong for thee. 

© I may not ſay all ſons are ut- 
©terly unlawful ina Chriſtian,we are all 
© men of paſſions: and even Elijah that 
© oreat Prophet,was a man ſubjed to like 
© paſſions 45.we are, {aid a great Apoftle. 
© Prophets and Apuſtles had their paſ- 
ſions, and Holy and Juſt men, have 
©them ſtill; and I could tell you, that 
© they are ſometimes of great uſe, to 
carry on Religious deſires; as zeal in 
« Chriſt himſelf, moved him to whip 


6 But 
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of Thoughts. 
<But T muſt not follow this Precept to 
© the full, leſt I ſhould inſert ano- 
© ther diſcourſe. I will therefore com- 
mit this rule, and all elſe that hath been 
writen inthis matter, to your Chriſtian 
care; in the uſe of them; and your 
ſouls to the direfion, and protection 
of God, who lives for ever: 
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_ FOUR 

SERMONS, 
—_ 

The Right orderiog of the 
Converſation : 


Being two Sermons on Pſ. 50. 
verſ. zl. 


A Funeral Sermon on P/. 39. 5. 


A preparation tothe Communion, 
| on I Cor, II. 28. 


By Fobn «Angell, 


N 3 


RIGHT HONOURABLE, 
The Lady, 
Elizabeth Darcye, 
BARONESSE, 


At her houſe at Afton in York-ſhire, 
theſe humbly prefented. - 


Dear Madame, 
Preſent you the Notes tran- 
ſcribed wich mine own hand 


of the two Sermons preached be- 
N 4 fore 


NO OSS II nt on Bay PAL Brood, 7 4s 


- — 
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The Fypiſtle 
fore you, and your Honoura- 
ble Husband at Fulbeck , where- 

it E hope IF have at once, both - 
fultglled mine owne Prouwule , 
and fatisfied your Ladihips de- 
ſirez they. came unto me later 
then I purpoſed , but they are 
drawn out more fully and lar- 
gely : accojding; to the Ori- 
ginal draught, as you heard 
them delivered. I doubt not of 
your favourable. acceptance of 
them, ſuch as they are. Your 
Honour will nd , that amidſt 
the - whimſies of thele times, 
this will prove a, ſure. Card, to 
ſteer your courlo by unto. the 
heaven] y Feruſalem. There was 
more force and vigour I confeſle, 
im the hvely voyce, when you 
heard, them ; but you will find 


MOre 


Nedicatary. 
- mare opportunity ro make uſe 
of them in a ſerious review, whale 
you have them by you upon all 
occaſions. As your hearts were 
warmed: in, the hearing of them 
at firſt, ſo.I wiſh, thac che living 
and quickening of the blefled 
. ſpirit of God, may be on you, 
in the reading , and peruſing 
of the ſame. My deſire is, that 
the feverat] particulars of this 
ſhort” abſtract out of Scripture, 
were written in your Noble heart, 
in golden characters; with the 
point of a Diamond. I humb] 

beſeeeh your Ladiſhip, that your 
converſation may be a legible 
Expreſle hereof before the world, 
to the comfort of your owne 
conſcience, praying for the hap- 


pineile 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


1 pinetfle both Temporall and Eter- 
\1 nall, of you and yours. I re- 
| mane; 


From Grantham. _ = 
Sept. 9. 1654. Tour Honours much 


engaged and humbly 
devoted in all 
(Chriſt ian ſervice, 


JOHN ANGEL. 


THE 
Right Ordering 
Of the 


CONVERSATION, 


en ner ns 


— 


_ PSAL-. go. ult. Me 
And to him that ordereth his con- « Fulbeck, 

__ werſ, ation aright, will I ſhew the 
ſalvation of God. 


Roe He ſubjet of my Text is am, ,. 
| Fa 4} matter of the greateſt im- cure of the 
{6% y portance that can be, whe- ſubjce. * 

SE . ther you reſpect the duty 
& We on mans part, or the pro- 

+ Nc0arty miſe on Gods part, depend- 

ing thereupon. ; 


Mans converſation, or Gods ſalvay Divifonog 
tion, the Texr, 
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tion, the ordering of the one, and the 
fhewing of the other, the di of 
the former, and the excellency of the 


Ltter: orelfe or gr, | 
look to the connexion knatting of 
the one to the other, for the duty or 
qualification required: It 1s generall, 
full, comprehenſive, and inchades all 
particular duties elfewhere required ; 
for he that ordereth- his converſation 
aright, muſt dire& all the paſfages and 
ſteps thereof holily, in the ſeveral 
kinds. thereof : And for the promiſe 
annexed, it 1s alſo as large, and full, and 
compriſeth all the particular promiſes 
in the word, both conceramg this life, 
and that which is ta come; lafety, ſuc- 
cour, ſu pply , protedion, deliverance, 
yea glorification; and what not,are con- 


_ tained under the ſalvation promiſed in 


The con- 


my text. 
Before we proceed let us view a lit- 
tle the context, or coherence,. wherein 
take notice of thefe two particulars, 
Firſt, how carefull Godis even where 
he denounceth the extreami/judgements 
againſt ſinners, yet even: there' toadd 
the ſweeteſt promiſes. to-the conſola- 
tion 


of the (onwerſation. 
tionof his people: for verſe 21, hetells 
the wicked he will reprove them, and 
ſet their fins before them' in'order (as it 
were in battall array) and verle 22. 
panks of tearing of them in pieces; 
that there benoneto deliver them : 
yet here verſe 23. annexeth the promiſe 
of ſalvation to his people, left they 
ſhould be diſcouraged 3 and declareth, 
that his ſeverity to the one, ſhould 
not hinder his bounty and mercy to the 

other. | 
Secondly, obſerve here verſe 23. the 
ſweet harmony betwixt praiſing of God, 
and ordering our converſation aright, 
betwixt a thankfull heart, and a well 
guided life, they are both couched to- 
gether in one verſe : as two loving 
companions unſeparably knit together 
With a conjunction copulative : and the 
one gloriticth God, and by conſequence 
ſhall be glorified of God, and the other 
ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God, and by 
conſequence did firft honour and glo- 
rifie God ; the ſum of the whole is, 
That vocal praiſe is neverright, unleſs 
vital thankfulneſs follows, and fo to 
him that ordereth his converſation 
| *aright, 


2 
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aright, will I ſhew the ſalvation of _ 


God. | | | 
-. Which words are an entire, full and 
fabſtantial dofrine in! themſelves, take 
themaſunder, and theſe particular pro- 
poſitions, or doctrinal truths, are: con- 
tained. S321 3 
x. That it 1s our duty, to order -our 
coverſation aright. r 
2. It is Gods bounty, to ſhew us this 
ſalvation. El o 
3- The accompliſhment of the latter 
dependeth on our performance of the 
former. | 14 
4: Theconſideration of the infallible 


truth of Gods ſhewing us hisfalyation, 


ought to be an encouragement to us, 
to make - us careful in the ordering 
our converſation aright. -- 

But all theſe particulars will fall un- 
der the handling of the full textual 
dofrine, which 1s this. 

To every one that orders his conver ſa« 
tion aright, God will ſhew his ſalvation; 
If we be agents in the former, God will 
ſurely miake us patients in the latter. 
For the opening of which doctrine, I 
will ſtand a little upon the explica- 
tion 


—_ 
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of the converſation. 
tion of the words in the Text: 


159. 


at is 


Firſt, what we are to underſtand by nv 


of his life, both in his thoughts, words, 
and adtions,, wherein he converſeth 
with God, man, or his own ſelf. It is a 
word bf a large extent, it reacheth to 


. mans Whole life , and all the feveral . 


paſſages and buſinefles thereof, ſome 
men can demean themſelves pretty well 
in ſome buſineſle, and in ſome company, 
and en ſome occafions ; but if you look 
to the general frame and courſe of their 


lives, it is naught : but the promiſe in. 


my text, is made to a_man whoſe con- 
verſation 1s right. That is the whole 
and all the parcels thereof,the tenour of 
his life is right, (for the main) both in 
his general and particular calling in his 
works of mercy to the needy.Secondly, 
of juſtice towards all. Thirdly of piety 


towards God. Fourthly of fobriety-. 


towards himſelf. Again, it 'is the or- 
derly compoling of: our ſelves in all 


8 converſation, that is the way-or courſe converlae 
Tio, 


eſtates of adverlity or proſperity, whe-Phil.q;12; 


ther we be abaſed or abound, Phil. 4.12. 
and in all his relations or references 
that carries himſelf wellz whether he 
be 
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be a Magiſtrate or Minifter, Maſter or 
Servant, Child 'or Parents. 

Laſtly in all occurrences of divine 
providence, here lieth the bufinefle of 
the converſation in all thefe by which 
you may perceive, 'that it 1s nv cafic 
matter to compalle. | 

Secondly what 1s to order the con- 


Pie be $ yer{ation. Firſt to order is a word of 


wiſdom. It is a point of wiſdom, and 
requireth a great dealof fkil and art, 
methodically to diſpoſe of our waies. 
God ſaid before —_ 7. That he would 
ſet the ſins of the withed before them, 
as it were marching in array and he 
requireth of good men to order their 
converſation aright. 

It is a word of diligence.as well as 
wiſdom, and ſpeaks a great- deal of pains 
and diligence in the diſpoſing of the 
variety of our buſineſle, yea and watch- 
fulneſſe too, in bringing out every thing 
beautiful in its ſeaſon: to order a fa- 
mily, to order a ſtate, to rule a king- 
dom is a mighty matter : even fo it is 
for a man to rule his own mind 3 which 
who ſo doth, is better and ſtronger 


then he that overcometh a City , 


Prov. 


of the Converſation. | 16T| 
{ Prov. 16. 32. art may do the one, but Prov. 16. 
onely grace can effect the latter, he that 3*: 
overcometh a City, vanquiſheth but 
men, but he that ruleth his own mind, 
his paſſions, &c. the little- Common- 
wealth of himſelf, overcometh devils 
ptincipalibies, and powers. 
Thirdly, ordering is a word of per- 
ſeverance,'and implieth bringing about 
of things to an iflue, and a continuation 7 
. Unto the end; for what 1s order, but ag 2 
diſpoſition of things, from the firſt toprimo as 
| the laſt by means conducing there-##%mn 
_—_ _. per media, 
Fourthly, inthe next place we are to 
conſider what it is to order aright or 
ſtraightly : now a thing may be faid to 
be right. | | 
Firſt, that hath re&itude from him- =: 
ſelf, and is the cauſe of rightneſle in9**, : 
all _ things, and ſo God is onely ,jg. 
T1ght, | | 
| Sly that may be ſaidto be right 2, 
that hath its re&itude from another, yet 
there is in it an infallible rule to ſquare 
other things by it, and in this ſenſe the 
Law of God 1s ſaid to be right, Pſal. 
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Thirdly, things or perſons may be ,|.. 
ſfaidto be right, which are neither the + | - 
cauſe of rettitnde in others, nor yet '|' 
properly a rule to ſquare other things -}- 

y, yet are they rightly fitted to :]/ 
the true rule, and of this are three :|- 


kinds. 
exactly to the rule, both for kinds and 


degrees. And, ſo onely Chriſts conver- . | 
\.. ſatton was ordered aright, he onely |- 


fully accompliſhing perfe&t righteoul- 


neſs. 


Secondly, a thing may be ſaid to be | 


right, which though it be not wholly 


direfted for matter, manner, or mea- |. 
ſure, yet 1s it ſquared thereunto in -| 


ſome ſutableneſle and propertion evan- 


ggelical : and though there be ſome 
*aberrations aud ſwervings in it, yet in 


compariſon of the way of 'the wicked, 


and in reſpe& of the purpoſe of the 


heart, the bent of the wall , the 
ſincerity of the ſou), and the endea- 
vour of the life : And withal in re- 
gard of Gods gracious acceptance It 
may be called an ordering of the con- 


 verfation aright. Which I ſpeak to 


prevent 


Firſt ſuch a rightneſle as anſwereth *] 


' 4 : ſtians, ſo that we may well expound 
. +] the meaning of my text, by that 119. ,,.. 


» God eimg the rule of right, it muſt 


|. red aright, when it holdeth propor- 


+ preſence of God, to be approved of. 


of the Converſation. 165 


prevent diſcouragement in weak Chri- 


Pfal. 133. order my ſteps in thy mord. 
And to order in Eeuatry is as much 
as rightly to diſpole it, the word of 


have warrant from the word 3 and be 
conformed to it from the word; and to 
conclude, thus then is a matter orde= 


tion to the rule, and is carried ſutably. 

| Secondly, when it proceedeth from 3z. 

a right principle, r Tim. 1.5. even a 

=_ heart; a good cauſe, and faith uns 

aigned. — FO 
Thirdly, when it 1s carried on up- 

on a right ground and: motive : as, ſup-- 

poſe the love of God, conſcience. of 

duty, &c. and diſcharged in a right. 

manner, in ſincerity, in humility, in-the- 


him. - 5 x Cor, 19. 
And laſtly, when it is direQed to ar 3, 
good end, which is the glory of God. 
Oppoſite hereunto are the indire&t 
crooked: turnings and windings of all. 
graccleſle perſons, who pervert, their 
03-3 WAIES. 
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wales. See_ Proverbs 10. 9. 
Now for the promiſe annexed on Gods 
part, it is as full and large, all. bleſſings 
are couched under ſalvation : Salvation 
1s as much as protection, ſatety, deli- 
verance inthis life, and that which 1s to 
come: the ſalvation of God is a ſingu- 
lar ſalvation : for the addition of (God ) 
in my Text, notes the excellency of it, 
as the mountains of God are excellent 
mountains : and the ſalvation ſpoken 
of, 1s either ordinary or extraordinary; 
and both, that which 1s begun 1n this 
world, as alſo that final receiving the 
end of -our faith, even the ſalvation of 
our ſouls. 159 
Firſt,that he will give usa glimpſe and - 
ſight of it in this world, by manifeſting 
of 1t to our ſouls, and aſſuring us of it, 
fay unto my ſoul, 7 am thy ſalvation; 
{ſaith the Pſalmiſt.'Pſal. 35.3. he ſhall 
fee himſelf ſaved. Om 
Secondly, the injoying and poſleſ- 
ſing of it, Pal. 85. 7. Having thus taken 
the words aſunder, and © explained 
them, I will now joyn them together, 
and prove the truth of the entire propo- 


| lition. 


Not hing 


of the Converſation. I65 
Nothing is more clear in Scripture þ, 
then po go God hath linked nay wt 
ther ſanctification and fſalvation-in an 
unſeparable and Adamantine chain, 
never to be broken: all the Bible 
throughout witnefleth. that holinetle 
evercnds in happinefle : What is it to 
order our converſation aright, but to 
lead a godly life 2 And hath nut god- 
lineſſe the promiſe of this life, and that 
whichis to come, 1 Tim. 4.8. yes, and 
the performances too : the accompliſh- 
ment of the ſaid promiſes, thoſe that 
have their fruit in holineſſe, ſhall have g 
their end everlaſting life, and they that ** 
go to heaven, are ſaid to receive an 1n- 
hezitance among thoſe that are ſanCti- 
fied : many and precious promiſes are 
ſcattered throughout the world, ſome 
to perſons that, tear God, ſome tothoſe 
that loveGod,&c,but all belong tothoſe 
that order their converſation aright, 
ſee Pſal.91. 10. 11. This alſo may be 
proved negatively on the other fide, 
that none ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God, 
but they that order their converſation 
aright > without holineſſe, ſaith the 
O 3 Apoſtle 


Whars 
meant ©C 
ſhew us 
his ſs1- 


Vation, 
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Apoſtle, zo man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. 
12. 14+. And doth not our ſalvati- 


on confiſt in the viſion of God : mark 
well theſe three particulars.” Firſt for 


holineſle. Secondly, withont holineſſe 


10 may ſhall ſee the Lord. Thirdly, with 
holine{le, noe but he ſhall ſee the God 
of his ſalvation : this is alſo proved re- 
ciprocally on both fides, both affirma- 
tively and negatively, Rom. 8. 13. If ye 
live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die, but if ye 
through the ſpirit mortifie the deeds of 
the body, ye ſhall live. 

Next for the ſhewing ushis ſalvation, 
or making us know our intereſt im it, 
that is alſo tiueſfooner or later, more or 


lefle,' he that orders: his converſation || 


aright ſhall ſee it. Yea it holds propor- 
tionably,the more exaGtly the conyerſa- 
tion 1s ſquared, the more clear afſu- 


© rance is given toſuch a perſon. See for 


this how confidently David affirms of 
himſelt, Pſal. 27. 1, 2, 3, &c. and Payl, 
2 Tits. 4» 17. Thavefoneht a good fight, 
1 have finiſhed my courſe, from hence+ 
forth is laid up for me a Crown of righ- 


teorſneſſe. It i5the promiſe of our Sa- 


viour 
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, Gods perfet ſalyation : but God hath 


but fromthe meer mercy of God : 
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viour Chriſt, Johz 14. 21. He that hath 
my Commandments , and keepeth them, 
(there is the right ordering of the 
converſation) 1 will love, and manifeſt 
my ſelf uuto bin. Es 
The grounds of this truth : the firſt Th, re: 

lieth in Gods free-grace, and dependeth ſons of the 
on the faithfulneſſe of his promiſe ; for *2* . 
there is no proportion betwixt our con- 
verſation for a thort time, and Gods - 
ſalvation for ever, to be joyned : be- 
twixt our imperfect ſanctification, and 


engaged himſelf by promiſe to us. It is 
2 Reward of favour, not of debt, as 
the Apoſtle diſtinguiſheth, Row. 4. 4. 
It is not from the merit of our workes 

But this glorious- promiſe is annexed 
to a perſon qualified with holinefle : 
becauſe a holy converſation is a fruit 
and ſign of faith, and evidence of a per- ' 
ſon that isin Chriſt, for whoſe ſake we 
are ſaved: andin whom gall the promiſes 
are yea 4nd Amen, 2 Cor. ch. I. ver. 20. 
to the glory of God, by us. 
_ Laſtly, becauſe God hath ordered er. 3: 
matters ſo: that grace ſhould be the 
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ſeed of glory ,. as they are of the ſame 
kind, and near of kin, Gal. 6. 8. He 
that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall reape of | 
the ſpirit life everlaſting: and all this 
is, that ſo God might Crown his own 
gifts in us; not our merits: and that 
he might honour himſelf, as wel as 
pleaſure us. | | - 
 Toimprove this Point to our beſt ad- 
vantage : firſt we may uſe it by way 
of encouragement, to excite and ſtir up 
all ſorts of perſons to be willing to ſet 
upon this Duty,and to make conſcience 
of the ordering of their converſations 
aright. * Oh he exhorted (beloved ) 
to reſolve to ſet upon it forthwith, and 
henceforward to make it your bufineſſe 
to walk worthy of the Lord, in all well- 
pleaſing, being fruitful in every good 
work, 1 Col. 9. and ever hereafter, to 
order your thoughts,words, and a&ions, 
ng to the Rule of Gods ſacred 


The prefling Conſiderations to ſet 
home the Exhortation on our ſouls, 
may be theſe that follow. 
* Firſt becauſe it is a thing ſo highly 
_— ?- pleaſing to God, that he hath 


(in my 
Text) 


L 
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Text ) annexed ſo great a recom- 
penſe of reward to the: performers of 
it : that they ſhall ſee the ſalvation of 
God. If ſalvation be dear unto us, let 
us then go on kindly,and ſtrongly under 
the expectation of 1t,againſt all difficul- 
ries whatſoever that lie in the way to 
hinder us, Oh ſalvationis a ſweet thing, 
and for ever : our pains about our con- 
ver{ation wil be but for a ſhort time. 
It were our duty to order our conver- 
ſation aright, though no ſalvation fol- 
lowed it : How much more then, when 
we know our labour ſhall not be in vain 
iz the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. alt. 


The ſecond encouragement I wil uſe, conſidera- 
ſhal be this 3 becauſe this wil denomi- !!9 /e««nds 


nate us bleſſed perſons, even while we 
live ; and whois there that would not 
be blefled ? Pſal. 119. 1. Bleſſed are 
they that are undefiled in the way, and 
walk in the way of the Lord, &c. With- 
out this, all our profeſſion of Chriſtiani- 
ty wil prove but vanity : our faith wil 
be but a'meer phanſiez and all our de- 
votions, but as ſo many glorious ſuns, 
onely-in the way of holineſle lyeth the 
beauty and comelineſle of all our per- 
IE feCtions 3 


Conſuler a- 


Ho rer1ia. 
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feftions; This is the Diamond in the 
Ring, that graceth all our other parts & 
accompliſhments : nv true peace,(afety, 
comfort, or ſecurity, is elſewhere to be 
found , either in our life or death : 
2 Cor. 1.12. All the wayes of wiſdom, are 
wayes of pleaſure, and all her paths pro- 


ſperity, Prov. 3. 17. and the fear of the 


Lord, 1s the onely wiſdom ; experiment 
it who pleaſeth. In other wayes he 
ſhal find a great deal of craggineſle, and 
bitterneſle inthe end of all, 

Thirdly conſider Gods wayes to us : 
all his wayes are mercy and truth, to 
thoſe that fear him, Plal. 25.10. It is 
not ſaid, ſome of his wayes are mercy 3 
and ſome of his wayes are truth : but 
all his wayes are both mercy and truth : 
mercy in promiſing, and truth in per- 
forming. And why. then ſhould you 
think it much that all our wayes and 
dealings ſhould reliſh of holineſfle and 
obedience towards God? all his wayes 
are to pleaſure us: and in <quity, all 
our wayes ſhould be'to pleaſe him. Or 
conſider Jeſus Chrilt himſelf, Phil. 2. 7, 
8. he came down from heaven to ac- 
compliſh the work of our Redemptian : 


and 


| of the Converſation. 


and ſhal not we come out of the world 
for his ſake, and have our converſations 


j. inheaven? Chriſt emptied himſelffor 


us, ard took upon him the forme of « 
ſervant , and humbled himſelf, and be- 
came obedient unto death, even the death 
#f theCroſſe; andall for our ſakes. It 
is written of him, that he pleaſed not 
himſelf, Rom. 15. 3. And ſhal we {ſo 
l requtte our Lord and Saviour, as to 
order our courſes to pleaſe others, or 
humour our ſelves, to follow the guiſe 
of the times, and ſo content. our own 
luſts ? and not rather to pleaſe him in 


every thing we doe? I pray you 


lay this meditation cloſe to your 
hearts. 


This in the fourth place, is the one Fourth 
thing neceſſary in all our life : Lake Mowe- 


10. 42. this is that good part, which 
whoſoever chooſeth, it ſhall never be taken 


from him - All other things are ſuper-. 
fluous, in compariſon of this : He that 


keepeth his way, keepeth bis ſoul; ſaith 
Salomon, Prov. 16. 7. The very life 
and ſoul lieth at ſtake in this pultnedle. 
Suppoſe thou canſt rightly weild an 
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eſtate, or drive thy trade wel, ſoas to 
be maſter of it : Suppoſe thou canſt 
mannagethy actions fairly before men: 
Suppoſe thou wert able to marſhal an 
Army;-orto rule a City, a Nation, or 
Kingdom : Suppoſe thou canſt govern 
a family, and order thy ſervants under 
thee; Heathens have done all theſe, 
and a man may goro hell that doth 


them : But to manage thine own heart 


and life aright, is a far more excellent 
thing, and it wil certainly bring thee to 
Heaven; it being ſuch a thing as ac- 
companieth ſalvation. This 1s to live 
the very life of God himſelf; to walke 
in the way that is called holy : hereby 
the life of Chriſt appeareth umto us. I 
conclude this, wn that ofthe Apoltle 
James, 3.13. Whq is a wiſe man, and 
endued with knowledge amongſt you? 
let hin fhew out of a good converſation. 
his workes with meekeneſſe of wiſdom. 
Mark: firſt the frame of his converſa- 
tion muſt be good : ſecondly his works 
muſt flow out of the ſame,and be made 
apparent : thirdly the manner of the 
carriage of his works : It muſt be in 
eg meeke- 
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meekenefle of wiſdom. What ſhould 
I need to prefle you any further, either 
that ſo doing you ſhall beautifie your 
Profeſſion , and - adorn Religion ? or 
that hereby you ſhal ſtop the: mouths 
of enemies, and put them to a ſtand, 
that they ſhal not be able with any face; 
to ſpeak evil of you, or of godlineſle ; 
but all their pretenſes ſhal be taken a- 
'way : or thag hereby you ſhal much 
honour the work of God in your own 
hearts; that that grace we ſpeak ſo 
much of, is not an empty ſound, or 
meer notion, but there is a reality in it, 
a life and power which wil make us 
do ſomething more than the common 
ſpheare of mankind is able to effect. 
You. are in Covenant with God. and 
being ſo, are a Law to your ſelves : 
Oh I beſeech you, let your aGtions be 
ſuitable to your principles: you ſee 
the beauty of holineſle :* Tox are a holy 
zation, a royal. prieſthood , a precious 
people, therefore ſhew furth the ver- 
tues of him, that hath called you out 
of darkneſſe, into his marvellous light, 
x Pet. 2. 9. Let your converſation be 


ſach 
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ſuch » Phil. x. 27. as becometh the 
Goſpel : ſuch as may bring holinefſe 
into credit, and faſhion : and herein 
Labour to exerciſe your ſelves to keep 4 
elear conſcience void of offence, both 
towards God, and towards men , Ads 
24+ 16, | | 
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SERMON. 


. PS AL. $6, ut 
And to bim that ordereth his con- 
verſation aright, will I ſhew the 
ſalvation of God. 


*He firſt Ufe was exhortatory, and Second 
L did ſerve to work mens hearts U* 
a to a love. and willingneſle to 
the duty : The ſecond 1s DireQory, 
and ſerves. to make perſons able and 
$kilful in the right ordering of their 


converſation. For this lieth upon us 
Miniſters; 


The right ordering 
Miniſters, not onely.to convince you of 
the neceflity of your duties, and to 


preſſe upon you the difcharge thereot : 


but-alſo to ſhew you how, and by what 
means you may be able to put them in 
practiſe : and not to leave you to ſhift 
tor your ſelves, after we have acquain- 
ted you with the commands of God : 


| butto labour to guide your feet inthe 


way -of peace. Now theſe Directions 
that I ſhal give you, are either more ge- 
neral, and introductive to the bulineſle, 
or elſe more ſpecial. 

And firſt of all, Tt is to'be ſuppoſed 
and premiſed, that a man muſt firſt be a 
true Convert himſelf, before it be poſ- 
fible for him to order his converſation 
aright-;: the'\ inward frame. of his ſoul 
muſt firſt be rightly ſet within him 3 
which: 1s the principle from whence 
iſſues the courſe of his thoughts,words, 
and actions : . He muſt firſt have a right 


. ſpirit renewed in him, before he can 


have a right conyerſation : P/al. 51. 10. 
this made David pray, Renew O Lord 
in me a right ſpirit : the inſtrument 
muſt firſt be ſtringed and ſet in tune, 
before the muſick it yieldeth will be 
ſweet. 


oF the Converſation. 
fweet : awicked man, 'and one: that" is 
—— can 'never order. his life 
arght, 4g90d 'marn, out of the good 'treas 
ſure-of his heart, bringeth'\forth good 
things, and anevill man, out of the evill 


treaſure, bringeth forth evil thingf.xq,.1 
Firſt he njuſt be 'a' good. mant3. the 33:34, 


tree muſt be good, and then the:fruit 
will be goud | «OE 99 7 Fi 
 Second}y, he muft have agood-treas 
{ury , and hisheart muſt-be the ſtore< 
houſe of - holy graces; the mind* muſt 
be renewed with faving knowledge; 
which muſt guide him; his heart muſt 
be: ſeafone4 «with ſanttified affections, 
and-ſo inabled to follow the minds:d1- 
rections,- and therefore; the ground+ 
work of all; muſt firft be laid rightz-and 
we muſt labor for the'grace of regetgy 

tion , that fo we-our ſelves may Se; | 
workmanſhip; ereated agein” in Chysſt 


Jeſus to” good works, which be bath | 


prepared: for ws to walk in, Ephel;. 2: 
chap. 10,4: | wt 


: This being premiſed, the next-prepi- The ſe: 


ration to the work, even in Converts 


theniſelves ; is in the right way to go to' 


work, and that js, being ſenſible of theit 
ji = P own 
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own: inability. to. compaſle ſo. great a 
matter :1-It being.more difficult to go- 
vern'the little world, (a mans ſelf) then 
to rule aCity.:  hemuſt therefore begin 
the work:at {elf-denial, Jer.10.ch. 23. 0 

- Lord, kknow that the way of man is not in 
. bimſelf, Itis not in man that walketh to 
dire his own ſteps,in whom then doth 
it lye? In God : therefore with: David, 
we-muſt ſeek, to him. Plalm 119. 133. 
do thou order my fteps in thy words, this 
dire&ion is fully given us.both nega- 
tively.and and affirmatively, Prov.3.5,6. 
negatively, Be not wiſe in thine own 
ezes; lean not to thine own wiſdom «© affir- 
watively, but 'acknowledge God in all 
thy wayes; and then thirdly,we have his 
promiſe, that: be will dire our ſteps: 
W; be health:te thy Navel, and mar- 
thy bones :-the: ſumme is, that we 
muſt not enterpriſe this buſineſle out of 
a conceit of any ſelf-wifdom,, or of oyr 
ownlſufficiency;, to effec itz but being 
ſenſible of our own folly and impoten- 
cie;'we muſt'acknowledge-God inal! : 
and: commend our ſelves and actions to 
his direction in the beginning, to his 1na- 
bling in the proſecution, . and. to his be- 
nediction 


" 
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nediction in the ſucceſle in faith, and 
confidence 'relyirig upon him for all, in 
humble prayer-, begging - all from 
him ,accorditig to- that ' of the wiſe 
man 3 Proverbs 16, 23. Rowle thy ways 
on the Lord, and thy thoughts ſhall 
be eſtabliſhed , or. ordered 5; this is a 
filly direction ,; as-it ſeems to fleſh and 
blood; the wiſeſt Moraliſts among(lt the 
Heathen , would but laugh at it :. hu- 
mility_ is not within the. lifts of their 
, moral vertues. . Seneca, one of the wi- 
ſcſt of them, hath ſuch ſtrange expreſſi- 
 onsas theſe, in one of his Epiſtles. Beate 
vits cauſa & fundamentum, Oc. The | 
cauſe and foundation of a bleſſed life, | 
is in our ſelves; to. truſt in our ſelves, 
to be confident in_ our lelves. Txrpe 
(ſaith he) eſs Deos fatigare. It is a 
ſhameful thing to weary the Gods with. | 
our prayers; for that which lyeth in | 
aur own power.He gocth on; Quid vs+ | 
tis opus eſt © fac te felicem.; what need | 
ſupplications , when thou canſt make | 
thy ſelf happy ? I bluſh to; ſpeak this, 
but this was the wiſdom of theſe Mora- 
liſts; but we muſt leara a better leſſon 
from the word of God, evers to becom: 
of fooles 


his bufineſle, to ſollicite God in pray- 
ers, all over that 119. Pſalm. Both for 
his direCtion, and enabling; Oper mine 
ezes (faith he) that I may find or ſee the 
wondrow things of thy Law. And again, 
Make me to underſtand the way of thy 
precepts , dire me the way that T ſhall 
go, and Twill keep thy word even to the 
end. | And again, Order ' my ſteps in thy 
word, &c.” 119. Pſalm. Yea, and who- 
foever doth not this , ſtumbleth at the 
Pery Threſhhold; and never let hin look 
for good ſucceſſe. It is juſt with God, to 


' leave honeſt hearts to themſelves, as 


he left Peter : toſhew them their own 
weakneſſe, when once they relye on 
their own'ſtrength , and abilities; and 
Solomon is bold to ſay, he that truſteth 
his own heart, is 4 fool : we muft know, 
that all our ſufficiency is of God. 2 Cor, 
5. 5. the beginning, progreſle, and end 
of all, dependeth upon him; who work- 
cth the will and the deedin us; of his 
own good pleaſure :; Phil. 2.13. and he 
will have the glory of all toe himſelf: 
I Cor.1. 30, 3I. that whoſoever glory- 
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eth , ſhould glory in the Lord. Tt ſhall 
therefore be our wiſdom in the way 'of 


Gods Commandements, & our own fpi- 


ritual duties to draw vertue and. power 
from him, by pleading his Covenant, 
and reſting on his Promiſe : who hath 
. -engaged himſelf, to put his Spirit in as, 
' and to give us a new heart, and to cauſe 
ws to walk in his wayes, and to keep his 
ſtatutes : as is clear, Ezekzel 36,27. and 
by this that hath been ſpoken, you may 
by the way ſee the neceſſity of a morn- 
ing ſacrifice, of prayer to be offered ta 
God ; for the better direQtion of us in 
the ordering of p converſation, all 
the whole day afterwards, and that 
thereby we may fetch in the ielp of 
heaven to enable us, through our ſeve- 
ral duties. : 
3d!), after our commending our ways 
and converſations unto God, and inter- 
reſting him with them; our prime care 
mulſt be to begin at the right end (as 
I may fo ſpeak) and the direQion of the 
word therein , 1s firſt to eſchew evill, 
then to do good; firſt to ceaſe to do evill, 
then learn to do well, Eſay 1, ch.16,17. 
T his is the order of the Scripture 3 firft 


Þ ; to 
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- fo denyungodlineſle and worldly lufts, 


then to live r:ghteouſly,' ſoberly, and 
godly iz this preſent world: Titus 2. 
IT, 12.” otherwiſe no ordering aright 
of our wayes ; but either our confu- 
fion, or a jumbling of things together 

romiſcuoully . the race of a Chriſtian 
12 this life, 7s 4 paſſage from ſi and cor- 
ruption, to grace and holineſſe : from 
mortification, to vivification. We muſt 
not make the firſt laſt, nor the laſt firſt, | 
Adam in - his innocency had but one 
task, to wit, tolive holily; but we have 
two. Firſt to awake from ſin, and then 
#0 live righteouſly : yea one thing more 
I will adde, we muſt not only ceaſe from 
evil}, and then learn to do well, but we 
wHſt begin to abhorre that which is evill, 
and cleave to that which is ggod. Rom. 
12.''9. We muſt not only leave finne in 
outward attion, but abhorre it in the 
inward afteCtion ; not onely do that 
which 1s good, but cleave to it, and af- 
FeCt it « otherwiſe we ſhall never be 
conſtant and cheerful in the doing of 
good : and allo weſhall quickly return 
with the dozee to his vomit , in the fa]- 
-Iing upon that which is ew: thus a 
man 
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man walking in his calling, muſt firſt - 


loath the fins incident to his calling, and 
then love to put, in exerciſe the pra- 
ical duties of the ſame, otherwiſe his 
faults will marre his duties, but his du- 
ties will not mend his faults; when men 


make conſcience to ayoyd lin, that will - 


facilitate, and moreealily introducethe 
ſervice of God : and here alſo it muſt 
be your wiſdom to pitch your reſolu- 
tions not to give way to harbour any 
fin , be it never ſo-ſraall; for wholoe- 
ver breaketh one, keepeth nong of the 
commandements. Jam. 2. 10., ſome 
think ,. that though they allow them- 
ſelves in one thing . that. is eyill, yet 
they may, order their converſation 
aright in other matters ; but what faith 
Salomon, Eccleſ. 10.1. dead flyes cauſe 
the oyntment ofthe Apothecary to ſend 
forth a ſtinking ſavour; ſo doth alittle 
folly him that is in reputation for wiſ- 
dom. and honour :..ſo then as we muſt 
make conſcience to refrain our feet 
with David, from every evill way : Plal. 
I19. IOI. that ſo we may keep Gods 
word; ſo eſpecially from our. darling, 


boſome, and predominant corruptions, 
PÞ 4 {ſuch 


mat. f Irs 
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- ſuch as our natural inclination or cu- 


ſtome, our profit or pleaſure, have made 
as dearto us as our right eye, or right 
hand, Matth. 5.29. | 

Secondly from ſecret ſins, the very 
ſhame of men-may keep us from open 
{ins : but it muſt be the fear of God that 
keeps and preſerves from ſecret ones, 


to which none are privie, but our own 
ſoules: : -- Z | 
_ Thirdly, we' muſt ſhun not only foul 
and ſcandalous fins, but even lefler ones; 
as petty oaths, fooliſh jeſting , merry 
ralking.,/as the world ſtiles it, wherein 
ſometimes there is a'great deal of evil, 
miſpence of precious time, &c | 
| Fourthty; we muſt by all means, take - 
heed of the fins of the times wherein 
welive , and the-fins of our particular 
callings, or elſe we ſhall be enſ{nared be- 
fore we be aware. And as without-re- 
ſervation; we muſtleaveall fin, fo with- 
out exception,we muſt make conſcience 
of every duty; wittingly, and willingly, 
not living io the neglect of any one of 
them; then ſhall we not be confounded, 
when we have reſpe@ unto all ' Gods 
commandements. P/al. 119. 6. ſome 
Ws men 
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men make conſcience to be juſt in their 
-words and deeds, but little care of the 
duties of piety to God, or mercy to 
wards thepoor,but the fruit of the fpirit 
t3;in all goodnefle and righteouſneſie;fa 
. ſaith the bleſſed Apoſtle, 2 Pet.1:ch.5,6. 
 \&9. \ Yea further, we muſt make con- 
ſcience of the moſt uncouth and harſheſt 
duties, ſuch' as -by: nature we: axe moſt 
averſe from, as loving our enemies, bleſ- 
ſing of thoſe that curſe us, praying for 
thoſe perſecute ns. 'Matth. 5. 44. {0 
likewife of ſecret _—_ png 6, as of 
rivate prayer, | liberality to the poox, 
which _ the ſoundeſt caltimaslanay 
our own ſoules,of our ſincerity towards 
God; Luke 14. 13. now that we may 
do all this, 

Fourthly, a great meaſure of know- 
ledge and $kill, is required in the Scrip- 
tures; that we may be able to put a dif- 
ference betwixt good and evil; we muſt 
therefore prove; what that perfet# good, 
and acceptable will of God ##, Rom. 12.2. 
and be much verſt in Scripture , where 
the rules and direGions for ordering our 
converfations aright, are delivered; we 
muſt have .a care that the word of _ 

awe 
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dwell plenteouſly and richly in as; Col. 
3. 16, elſe we ſhall never be able to 
order our {teps in the word, which is 
only thedirecting of them aright. Ire-. 
member the {imilitude of Peter Martyr, 
in a Sermon of his,which was the means 
of the converſion of that noble 7talian 
Galeacima , Caracciolns, Suppoſe ſaith 
Peter Martyr, a man were upon the top 
of an hill, and caſting his eyes down to 
the valley, _—_ vr behold a com- 

ny of perſons, frisking, and skipping, 
Touts owes think —». rem ——— 
out'of their wits 3 but afterwards de- 
ſcending , and coming nearer and nea- 
rer unto them, and hearing /the mulick, 
and marking how they .danced accord- 
ing thereunto, and kept their 'mea- 
{ures and proportions, he 1s much taken 
therewith; and eſteemeth that admi- 
rable, which before he counted folly : 
even ſo doth the converſation 'of Gods 
people, luoked upon ata diſtance, and 
and by it ſelf conſidered , :ſeem' to 
many-madneſs'and folly; and they think 
it ſtrange, that you run not .with them 
into -the: ſame exceſle of. riot :..and 
therefore, they ſpeak evill of you, 
I Pet. 
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7 Pet. 4. 4. but viewing their conver* 
ſations more cloſely and exactly, and 
comparing the ſeveral ſteps thereof, 
how ſutably it is carried tothe word of 
God, and how men dance according' to 
the harmony of that muſick; then they 
begin to be much taken with that 
which before they diflixed, and do ve- 
Tily think that this 1s the moſt glorious 
life and converſation in the world. It 
pleaſed God fo to affet the heart of 
that Noble Marqueſle, forementioned, 
herewith, that he reſolved to ſtudy the 
Scriptures, and to order his converſa- 
tion thereunto, and ſo was converted 
from Popery, to the true Religion, and 
left his own Countrey, and came to Ge- 
neva, (inCalvins daies) where he lived 
holily, and ended his daies happily. So 
much for the general directions, Icome 
now to the ſpicial ones, and will give 
you ſome of the principal of them, as 
_— are to be found in the word of 
Go FEES 


As firſt the rules for ourcarriage inn;..ain 

A - .  N 
relation to men. Firſt that golden one ince}arica 
delivered by our Saviour himſelf, 2ſt. © men. * 


7,12. Whatſaever ye would that other 
ater 
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wen do to you, the (ame do ye to them. 
Mark, it is not ſaid, What others.do to 
you, the ſame do ye to them,for that is 
not always right,but ſome times crook- 
ed : but it is ſaid, Whatſovever ye would 
thet others ſhould do to you, 1et your 
ſelves as it were in their rooms, ag do 
ye the ſame to thengthat is not what you 
would, or are content in your paſſions 
that others ſhould do to you 3 but 
whatever in right reaſon upon due de- 
tiberation and ſound judgement , when 
you are moſt your ſelves, you would 
that others ſhould do to you, do ye the 
ſame to them. 

Secondly, remember the Apoſtolical 
rule, ſerve one another in love, for it is 
written, Thou fbalt love thy neighbour 
as thy ſelf. Gal. 5.13, 14. We muſt ſeck 
wot every one his own, but one anothers 
wellfare. 1 Cor. 10. 24. A golden rule 
to be obſerved in contrafts and nego- 
tiations to keep us from-over reaching 
any man, 1 Theſ. 4.6. and not meerly 
to do things out of reſpects to our 
ſe}ves, but 'to Joyn the wellfare of our 
neighbour to our own benefit,and what 


we doto them, to doit out of love. 
| ___Thurdly, 


> 
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Thirdly, let nothing be dong out of 


_ contention, or vain glory, but in lowli- 
neſſe of mind, let each eſteem others bet= 
fer then themſelves, Phil. 2. 3. and let 
the ſame mind be in you, that was aw 
Chrift Jeſus, verſe 9g. he never did any 
thing in all his life out of contention or 
vainglory; and indeed, be the matter 
of, our ations never fo fair or good, 
yet either of _ theſe two, contention or 
vain glory will fly-blow them, and cor- 
rupt the action. PE 

Again, in all our buſineſſes in rela- 
tion unto*God, we have theſe rules. 


Sp-caall| 
rules for 


_ cur fervy- 


Firſt for the end, that the glory of <= iare- 


God be made the white at which we 
aim ivall our natural], civil, or religi- 
ous aCtions'; according to that of the 
Apoftle, Cor. 10.31. Whether ye eat 
or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all to 


frrence w 
God, 


the elory of God ; this muſt be the-Butt 


that weall'muſt ſhoot at. | 
Secondly for Chriſt, hatſoever ye 
do in word or deed, do all in the'name of 
Chriſt Jeſus, giving thanks to the father 
by him, Col. 3. 17. that is, what others 
do as men, do ye as Chriſtians, you mulſt 
do allin Chriſt his name; that is, _ 
1s 
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his authority and his warranty, in the 
ſtrengtlf of Chriſt, in confidence upon 
him, for acceptition of the ſervice, and 
raying, and invocating the father in 
th name, and giving thanks to God by 

him. | | 
Thirdly, whatſoever we do to men, 
or towards our fſelyes, to do it to the 
Lord ; and for the Lords ſake, looking 
beyond men, and further then our 
ſelves: ſo in our almes-deeds, to give 
to Chriſt, in giving to ſuch a man, or 
womans yerily, in as much as ye did 
3t to the leaſt of theſe, ye did it to me, 
Mat. 25. 40. So likewiſe the Apoſtle 
preſcribes to ſervants this duty, Col. 3: 
23.. Servants be obedient to your Ma- 
fters, and whatſoever ye do, do it hear- 
tily to the Lord, and not to men, know- 
ing that of the Lord ye ſhall receive the 
reward of inheritance : and this rule 
15 not to be appropriated unto ſervants, , 
but it_ reacheth toa]l maſters alſo, yea 
toall ranks of perſons, for all the duties 
of the ſecond table are to be performed 
to others, muſt flow from our obedi-« 
ence unto God, commanded in the firſt 
Table, fo Chriſt told Peterthat his mi- 


niſterial 
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niſterial diſcharge. in' feeding of his, 
ſheep, John 21..15, 16, 17. ought ito. 
{pring from the love he bare.to Chrilt, 


him elf. 7 2 k «Y"; (>, F947 314 
_ Next for our ſelves take theſe dire- Rutes in 

&ions out of Scripture 3 do nothing, **l=tion 
n ro our, 

with-a regrect of heart,or reluQancy of 1ycs. 

conſcience, but. labour firſt to have; a 

warranty out of the ward for your con-. 

ſcience to reſt upon,a warranty,1 ſay, at 

the leaſt of God his allowance of 1t,.if 

not.of his command 3, For what ever is 

not of faith is ſin, Ron. 14.+.:23- thatis, 

if 4t be done; out of ' perlwaſion, of 

heart, that it. is lawful for the warrant 

of the. ation; we muſt do nothing 

with , the check or renitency of. our 

conſciences, againſt the diftates of the 

ſame: bleſſed is he that condemneth not , 

himſelf (in his conſcience) in that which » 

he. performeth, to wit in his aQtians, 

yerſe 22. 1 _ 
Secondly. the end of the commande- 

ments.1s love, out of a pure heart, a 

good conſcience. . and faith unfained. 

1 Tim. 1. 5.where we. are to obſerye, 

that.for the matter of, our obedience, 

it muſt be love,loye to.Godzand love ta 

our 
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 _ muſt 1ffue from a pure heart, a good 
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our neighbour; and for the fountain 
and. ſpring of love mm our aGtions, it 


conſcience and faith unfaigned , 0+ 
therwiſe. the ſtreams will never be 
KO | | 
Thirdly, the preſcript of the word is, 


Thou ſhalt not do that which ſeemeth 


good in thine own eies, but what the Lortl 
#hy God commandeth thee, Dent. 12.8: 


32. If any thing at the' firſt 'bluſh pre- 


fenteth it ſelf unto thee with a ſhew of 
ood, preſently begin to ſuſpect it, as 
caring there is ſome evil couched un- 
der it, and ſee what God ſaith of it in 
his holy werd, from which _ 
wot turn, tothe right hand or to the 
te : +4387 54 F: ; ; ; 
On NFourth] ; for the manner of our per- 
* forming the word (aright) inmy text, 
all muſt be 'done in humility, and firce- 
rity, and carried on ſutably to the duty 
which we have in hand : it muſt be done 
underſtandingly , feelingly, fervently, 
if we pray, if any mar preach, he'tynſt 
Speak, as the Oracley God, 1 Pet. 
4. 11, approving themſelves to God and 
the conſcijences -of the hearers, ſo - 
a 


S— & Oo,” Ru” oe dw 


of the Converſation. 


ſhall find ſeveral direQtions for ſeveral 


diſcharges, Rom. 12. 8. He that giveth, 


let him do it with ſemplicity, 6e that - 


ruleth with diligence, he that ſheweth 
mercy with chearfulneſs, &c. lo every 
one 1n their relations muſt mainly look 
to the Cardinal vertue which turneth 
about all thereſt : as, /et the wife ſee to 
it, that ſhe reverenceth her husband, 
Epheſ. 5: alt: according as ſhe looketh 
to that, all her other duties do either 
ebb or flow, in her, ſo the husband muſt 
be careful of the main of all, that he lo- 
veth his wife, as Chriſt loved his Church. 
Epheſ. 5. 25- In one word, order your 
ſteps ſo, as where God hath laid the 
fulleſt and the ſtricktelt charge, there 


be ſure to ſhew your greateſt care : as: 
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in the ſubſtantials of religion, — 


the circumſtantials or ceremonres; mer- 


cy before ſacrifice, and the great com-' 


mandment of loving the Lord with all 
our hearts before the reſt, Matth. 22. 
35, 37,38. To end this, let all our 
outward diſchorges ſpring from an 


heart rightly diſpoſed, elfe 1t will prove. 


formality or difhmulation 3 nothing 1s 
any further accepted, then as 1t com- 
IS eth 
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eth from the heart; whatſoever we do 
in our particular calling, let it ſpring 
from our general calling of Chriſtia- 
nity, and let us exerciſe our general 
calling in our particular, Let werldly 
things be uſed by us with heavenly minds, 
and as ſtars to monnt up towards heaven, 
x Cor. 7. 31. not as the main, but as 
things upon the By, ſtill uſe them with 
ſpiritual references to better matters, 
and then you ſhall have your converſa- 
tions -1n heaven, Phil. 3. 21. Take one 
rule for the regiment of your thoughts, 
and keeping of them witbin their 
bounds. Phil. 4. 8. i#hatſseever things 
are truth, whatſoever things are bovef 5 
that is, fair, grave, and venerable : 
whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever 
bings are pure, whatſoever are of good 
eport; if there be any verine, or if 
there be any praiſe, think on theſe things; 
where you have eight boundaries to 
confine the ſubje& matter of your 
thoughts unto you : take another di- 
rection for your words and actions out 
of the Apoſtle James 2. 12. So ſpeak, 
ye, and ſo do ye, as they that ſhall be 
Judged by the law of liberty. T he cloling 

| direction 
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direCion, the laſt direQtion which ſhall 


cloſe all, is this, That we are to call 


our ſelves to an ordinary. account of 


our ways, andthe leading-of our con- 
verſations,a duty preſled upon us in the 
Word of God, Lament. 3. 40. Let 4s 
fearch our waies Sand turn again unto 
the Lord our God, Pſal. 4. 4. Examine 
Jour ſelves upon your beds, andbe ſtill. 
The Prophet commands it, Haggai 1.5. 
Confeder your waies : he meaneth an 
after conſideration of them, as appear- 
eth by the circumſtances of place. On 
the ether (ide, the oppoſite negle@ of 
this is blamed, as the cauſe of many and 

reat evils, Jer. 8. 6. I hearkned and 
| vane} and no man ſaid what have IT done, 
&c. Look as. a curious Limner, or he 


that draweth a picture exaQly, and toy 


the life, often reviews what is done, 
where it agreeth, where it mifleth, of- 
ten comparcth it, and mendeth it as he 
ſeeth occaſion : even ſo muſt we that 
are to give anaccount of all our actions 
unto God, take an account. of our 


ſelves and our own wates, and where 


we find any thing out of place and or- 
| 2 - Ger, 
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der, there to place'it aright, and to 
undo it by true repentance, - that ſo 
our after paths may be made ſtraight; 
This was Davids practiſe, Pſalm 119. 
59. 1 conſidered my waies, and turned 
my feet unto thy teſtimonies; nor in- 
deed can there be any accurate lead- 
ing of our lives without this  ſelt-re- 
Aledtion, out of all which there refulteth 
one Uſe more of the Doctrine, which 


time will not give leave now to pro- 


fecute ; namely a Uſe of Diſcovery. 
upon the examination of our ſelves, 
and our wales, to wit, that if we find 
that the courſe of our lives hath been 
drawn, (though imperfectly) according. 
to the forementioned rules, that the 
bent of our hearts was that way : and 


C though we find not any abſolute ex- 


actnefle in our carriages, without any 
{werving; yetif our conſciences bear 
us witneſſe, that we did ſhoot at this 
mark ; this was our aim, and that we 
were ſorrie when we milled it,if we find 
a ſutableneſs and correſpondency in our 
lives unto. Gods word, and humility of 
heart in our performance, we me al- 
ure 


I 
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ſure our ſelves that we are right Chri- 
ſtians, and that we ſhall ſee the ſalvati- 
01: of God. Gal. 6. 16. as many as walk 
according to this rule, peace be upon 
them, and upon the Iſrael of God. 
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Plal. 39. 5. Surely every man at 
his beſt eſtate, is altogether va- 
nity : Selah. 


| He ſweet Singer of Tjrael, the 
BE Man after Gods own heart, ha- 
# ving in the former words deſired 
of God, that he would make him to 


know his end, and the meaſure of his 
Q 4 dayes: 


| —_ 
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dayes: what it was, how fraile and fleet- 
ing the condition of his life was, and 
thereupon duly acknowledging that his 
dayes-were but a ſpan long, of four fin- 

ers breadth, and his very age 'was no- 
thing reſpttively to God. Immedi- 
ately thereupon, inferreth this doleful 
concluſion out cf the former premiſes: 
Surely every man, &c. Giving us to un- 
derſtand thereby, that the more any 
man doth ſcriouſly diſcern the frailty 
and fragility of his life, the. more cer- 
tain and aſſured he will grow of. mans 
vanity. The Text,I contells, 13 a moſt 
unpleaſing, but not unprofitable Subject, 
it being a diſgraceful deciphering of 
every man in his beſt condition : and 
we love not, you. know, to hear of any 
thing that tendeth to our diſgrace, or 
the vilifying of us'in our own conceits 
yetit is very wholeſome and medecin- 
able: the apprehenſion of our miſery 
being the firſt ſt-p towards immortality, 
Twice-it 1s repeated in this Pſatm for 


Failing z verſe 5th. and the 11th. and in 


both places hemmed in with an aſleve- 
ration of certainty; Sxrely : and a pa- 


' thetical Selzh of animadverſion pre- 


faced 


A Funeral Sermon. 
> -. | - 
ons with. the one, pointed and ſealed 


withYſe other ; the one prefixed to re- 
moveour incredulity inthis matter 3 for 
it is hardly credited: The other annexed 
to prevent our negligence in the con- 
ſideration hereof; for it is but ſmall 

regarded ; both of them added to —__ 
a deep impreſſion of the matter upon 
our ſouls. Now for this - Seraphical 
Selah, theſeal of this Divine Aphoriſme, 
it importeth in the true ſupport thereof 
. Elevation; as you . would A elevate 2 
or loftily:which becauſe it is onely uſed 
in the ſacred meeter of the old Teſta» 
ment : ſome would have to be onely a 
mulical note, for the ſtrayning and lift- 
Ing up of the voice in ſinging, as Fla is 
with us. Others not confining of it to 
the extenſion of the voice, take it to 
imply, a deeper attention of the mind, 
in pauſing upon the thing delivered: 
Selah, as you would ſay : See, Lo, At- 
tend : and Tremelizs renders it Maxime, 
as if it were a ttue and ſure Maxime in 
Law. 'The Chaldec Paraphraſe, and 
ſome of the Hebrews, have tranſlated 
for ever,. noting the matter contained, 
to be of eternal and perpetual verity » 
| | | tne 
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the end of the world, forever andever. 
You may; if you pleaſe,take in aMhree, 
and joyne them together, and then' are 
all inſtructed, that the matter averred, 
isa thing of weight and neceſlary con- 
ſequence, of infallible certainties , not 
tobe queſtioned, and of molt intentive 
conſideration, ſeriouſly to be medita- 
ted on : and Gods Ambaſladours may 
be encouraged to ſpeak hereof-con- 
fidently : Sarely : as a point of unde- 
niable- infallibility-: and with a' Selah 
r6o : loftily lifting up their voices like 
trumpets, for the better rouſing u 
the fecure hearts of the children of 
men; that are ſo- much ſet upon va- 
nity; * ny oo 
The words are in themſelves, an en- 

tfre Propoſition, very ſhort, but exceed- 
Ing falF:' the Propolition is univerſal in 
both parts, both in reſpeCt of ſubjed, 
and-of the predicate: Ommnis homo eſt uni 
verſa vanitas + lo'the vulgar © of Omni 
modo oanitas : lo' Tremelins : man and 
vanity are convertible, all man is all va- 
nity 3 and all vanity is in all and every 
man: Every word in the Text is a gra- 


dation, cach of them one ſtep or degree 


further 
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further. than another : the. whole Clh- 
max runneth thus: 1 man 2every max 
3 every man in his beſt eſtate 4 every man 
in his beſt eſtate for thepreſent,-not. may 
be for the future, or was: for time paſt : 
5 every man in his beſt eſtate is:vanity, 
6 every man in his beſt eſtate:is alroge- 
ther,vanity, Thus he 1s 7 Surely, B and 
with-a Selah too : eight ſteps cach a- 
bove another, for the whole creation of 
inferiours to. be {ubjed to vanity, Row. 
8. 20,224-as the Apoſtle' notes, 1s not 
much.;--but for man:the nobleſt of all, 
endued, with reaſon and underſtanding, 
for man to be- vanity, that's a- great 
matter. £21 $153 
Secondly, were ſome ſorts of men, 
and thoſe of the baſer rank' onely va- 
nity, that were the 1eſle : 'but for vanity 
to overſpread every individual,and that 
of all kinds : fox every man without ex« 
ception, Noble, or ingnoble, rich or 
poor, male or female, juſt or ſinner : ag 
St. Jerom gloſleth on my Texts with- 
out difference, to be vanity 3 this - is 
MOTE, + - ; I AELEE Ss 
Thirdly, though it were the condi- 
tion of every particular man: yet were 
| | this 
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this vanity confined to him in his infan- 
cy .onely; and childhood : or in his old 
age when he reacheth fourſcore years, 
when his dayes are but trouble and ſor- 
row, or at his deathalone, when all his 
thoughts and projects 'periſh, and duſt 
returneth'to duſt : this were but a ſmall 
matter : But for every man in his ' 
beſt eſtate, even in the conſiſtency of 
his age, as ſome render the words, in 
the vigour of his ſtrength, the meridian 
and height of his glory 5 In the maturi- 
ty and ripeneſle of his judgement, in 
his beſt qualifications, to be vanity : 
this is a thing. that may juſtly put us 
all to a ſtand, and work amazement in 
Us. | | | | 

Fourthly, were every man in his beſt 
eſtate but : vain in- the- concrete; -this 
were the lefle : but for them all to be 
vanity in the abſtra&; this is more full, 
more home. oy 4, ef | 

Yet fiftly, this is more, that not one- 
ly vanity; but altogether vanity; that - 
not a piece of vanity, but whole vanity 
in all the parts, kinds, and particulars 
thereof, .C as lightneſle , emptineſle , 
changeableneſle , falſity , ' deceitful- 

| | neſle, 
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_ neſle, ec. ſhould be wholly predica- 
' ted of him. | 


Sixtly, were it onely affirmed, that 
when he is in his beſt eſtate, he mighe 
upon the exchange of his eſtate he 
come altogether vanity for the future, 
this were nothing ſo much : as for him 
even de preſentz, and whiles his beſt 
eſtate remalneth to be altogether - va- 
nity. And Ms nk: | 

Seventhly, which is one degree fur- 
ther, and worthy conlideration; the 
Pſalmiſt doth not fpeak of man col- 
lecively, but diltributively : He doth 
not ſay, that all men, take them toge- 
ther joyntly, make-all vanity, a piece of 
vanity being conferred by one, and 
a piece by another, and what 1s wanting 
in one, is in one whole lump ſupplied 
by the reſt : But every man in and by 
himſelf, ſingle them out one by one,and 


- 


every one of them is an univerſe of ya>. 


nity : and thus he 18 with a Szrely: all 


. ſeeming probabilities to the contrary 


notwithſtanding : and laſtly with 2 
Selah, too: a Noverint univerſe, Be it 
known to all men, and conſidered by 
them : So that theſe words are a com- 

pendium, 
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ndium , and. fum of all the particu- 
wr and of the worſt of evils, that are 
through the body of the Scripture af- 
firmed of| man corrupted. But let us 
conſider more punctually of vanity : and 
of man, 'as alſo of the Surely, and con- 
firmation,. That every man is altogether : 

even at his beſt eſtate but vanity. _ 
. Vanity, faith righteous David,'1s that 


ceaſeth'to be: as the breath. and va- 
pours which ſoon vaniſh. It is the 
emptineffe of the creature, and the A-. 
poltle explaineth it, by the bondage of | 
corruption, Rom. 8.20,21. It isaword 
of large fignification, and containeth un- 
der it many particulars : 

As firſt, emptineſle oppoſed to ful- 
neſte, man wanteth his filling up, there 
Is nothing in him, but voidneſle. | 
_ Secondly, it importeth lightnefle op- | 
poſed to weight, and folidity ; whence 
1s the phraſe , Pſal. 62. 9. That the 
children of men ave lighter thaw va- 
#ity. | 
Thirdly, changeableneſle and muta- 
bility, oppoſite to conſtancy and perpe- 
ruity :- as if the Plalmiſt had ſaid 5 Jar 
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is of a vaniſhing /and fieeting'condition, 
ever changing, never remaining at one 


ſtay, Pfal. 144.4: : | 


Fourthly, . it implyeth falſhood- and 
deceit, oppoſed to verity.- : Aulus Gel- 
l:us writeth of a vain Grammarian, who 
profeſled great skill in Salut. A4polli- 


' waris meeting with him, and meaning 


to try his cunning, Demanded of him, 
what Salxſt meant by that ſpeech of his 
concerning Caizs Lentulys that it was a 
queſtion Stolidior-ne efſet an wvanior : 
Whether he were more fooliſh, or more 
vain? The conceited Grammartan an- 
{wered, That the knowledge which he 
took upon him, was in antient words, 
not in thoſe that weretrite and vulgar, 
worn by uſez and that he was more 
fooliſh than Lextzulw,that did not know 
that theſe two words in Salxſt, vain and 
fooliſh, did import one and the ſame 


thing: Apollizaris replied, . That in 
antient Learning , thofe were called 


vain.not which were dullards and fools; 
but ſuch as were given to lying and 
treachery : And fo in Scripture -phraſe, 
vanity and a lye, are all one, Pſal. 62.9. 
and Jozah 2. 4. the epithet of lying is 
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aſcribed to vanity, they are ſtiled /ying 
vanities, Nor is vanity a-meer priva- 
tion,or a bare want; but a poſitive diſ- 
quieting evil; or at the leaſt; unprofit- 
ableneſle and diſquietment are x 4s at- 
tendents upon vanity : Ezcleſ. 2. II. 
All is but vanity and vexation of ſpirit, 
aud there is no profit in them under the 


Suz : Where you have: all three of ' 


them joyned together. By this it may 
appear what is affirmed of man, when he 
Is fa1d to be vanity. ' Every man in his 
beſt eſtate, &Cc. 

Secondly , Every man is vanity : 
W hat Chriſt and all; ſaith an Interpre- 
ter on my Text ? not ſo: but as it 15 1n 


the Hebrew, every Adam, trom himſelf, 


to the very laſt perſon that ſhall deſcend 
of him, according to the courſe of or- 
dinary propagation : be he high or low, 
rich or poor , male or female :_ſo far 
forth as he ſpringeth from Adams 3 and 
ſofar forth as the old 4damremaineth 
in him, he is but vanity, 1 Cor.1. 30. But 
If you confider himin the Second 4dam, 
who of God is made unto #4,wiſdom,righ- 
teenſneſs. ſanFification,and redemption : 


and in whom he 1s renewed unto the 
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Tmape of God, wherein he was formerly 
created, then the caſe is quite altered,6e 
he 1s one of an holy excellency.Cot:3.10; 
34'7,every man tt his beſt eſtate is vanity3 
conliderhim paſſing through all his ages; 
not only in his infancy & childhood,:not 
only in hisold'age, when the years draw 
nigh; that he ſaith, 7 have 20 pleaſure 77 
them; but vanity heis in his flouriſhing 
youth,and ripe & mature manhood,vain 
in his life, vain in his death; and diflolu- 


tion. Conſider him in all his conditions, 


inall his employments : a very embleme 
of vanity ; not only Hama in his decay. 
and downfal, but $a/omor. in all his roy 
alty, 1s but vanity; inferiour-to the very 
Lilly inthe judgement of our Saviour: 
Fourthly ; altogether vanity; all that 
1s in him, or is his,is but vanity, and all 
vanity is in him, all the ſorts and kinds 
of vanity whatſoever : from MÞ very 
crown of his head, unte the ſoles vf his 
feet, there is nothing in him, but wounds 
and putrified ſores, full of corruptions 
his heart is a Sea of vanity , deceitful 
above all rhings, his ratiocinations ,- his 
imaginations vain, and 'even evil from 
his youth-up, and continually; his very 
| R tongus 
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tongue 1s a world of iniquity , all-his 
parts and powers compoled as it were 
of vanity : the holy Prophet making a 
full diſtribution of all humane good 
thing , and referring them to three 
heads. | 

1. The goodsof the mind. 

2. Of the body... 


3. Of fortune as they are called, 


or of the external condition layeth a | 


kind of vanity upon them all, and ex- 
empteth them all, from our glorying, or 
Tejoycing in. Jer.9.23. Let wot the ws 
man glory in his wiſdom, yet is that the 
beſt eſtate of the mind? let xot the ſtrong 
man glory in bis ſtrength; yetthat isthe 
beſt eſtate of the body : zerther let the 
rich man glory in his riches ; yet that is 
the beſt eſtate of fortune,as the Philoſo- 
phers call it : bat let him that glorieth, 
glory®s that he underſtandeth, and know- 
eth me that I am the Lord. 

Now for the ſurety or confirmation 
of this, it 1s as certain, and as ſure as the 
Scripture can make it, the ſecond ſon of 
man , that was born into the workd, 
did carry the very name and appellation 
of vanity; for he was ; called mos 5 

That 
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that 1s, vanity: but the truth of the . 
thing it ſelf agreeth to every mothers 
child, no lefle than unto him; every 
Adam 1s Habhel in my Text : I migtit 
refer you for the proof of this point-un- 
tothe whole Book of Ecclefs aſtes;where 
again and again, and yet the thirdtimez 
of all things, of all perſons; it is avouch- 
ed, that vanity of vanites, they areal 
but vanity,there is no profitin thent under 
the Sun : but the moſt pathetical to 
this you have mn Pſal. 62. 9. where 
you have a $urely fixed before 1t:too: 
Surely men of low degree are vanity, and 
men of hich degree are as a lye : to be 
laid in the ballance, they are altogether 
lighter then vanity; where not only the 
ſons of Adam, and thoſe of an inferiour 


| rank, but even the ſons of 7: of No- 


ble aad potent perſons, both ſorts of 
them, are varity 5 if there be any oddes 
or difference betwixt them, herein 1t 
confiſteth , that thegreater, the better, 
arcin the worſt caſe;by how much a lye 
is: worſe then vanity : poor mens vanity 
is engraven intheir wants, written with 
preater characters in their | outward 
miſerable conditions, fo that every one 
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may read it,they appear tobe what they 


are; bat for Freat and noble perſons, | 


(by reaſon of their glorious outſide,) 
they ſeem to be otherwiſe, but are in- 


deed: no lefſle vanity than the other; 


their vanity is not ſo tranſparent , but 
diſguiſed and hidden under outward 
pomp, and in thisreſpedt,as alſo becauſe 
we promiſe our ſelves (in our ſelves) fo 
much from them,6: our expeCtations are 
ſo'often, and ſo fouly diſppointed, they 
are rightly ſaid to be alye. And mark 
what followeth; to be layed in the 
ballance, they are-altogether lighter then 
vanity ; vanity , which 1s lightneſle it 
felf, doth over-weigh them; and that by 
| reaſon of ſin in them,which being a mo- 

ral vanity,and the cauſe,muſtneeds turn 
the ſcales, and lift up the natural vanity, 
which is the effe& : this point may be 
further confirmed by the manifold re- 
femblances in Scripture 3 man being ſtill 
compared to the vaineſt , empriecſt, 


lighteſt things that are. Whether hea- . 


venly, earthly, -or humane; of all the 
heavenly things, he is reſembled to the 
wind, which is but ablaſt, a fume, a va- 


pour, a miſt ; to acloud, and darkneſs; | 
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{o likewiſe compared tothe baſeft of all 
earthly things, to a beaſt that peritheth, 
to a ſhadow, a bubble, the froſt, things 
moft flitting, and amongſt humane 
things to a tale, a'ſheperds tent ,”a 
poſt , a weavers ſhuttle, a dream, than 
which nothing is vainer. Yea itis ſaid, 
that all the nations of the world put 
them together, are lefle then nothing, 
reſpectively to God, in whom is no 
darkneſle, nor degree of vanity : many 
ſuch alluſions do every where almoſt oc- 
curre in the ſacred page : the truth of 
which, our daily experience doth plen- 
tifully ratifie : for howſoever in pro- 
ſperity , men are ſo madedrunk with 


| ſenſual pleaſures, that neither they do 


diſcern, nor feel themſelves vanity; 
yet in aiflitions and miſcries, they be- 
ginto open their eyes, and to confelſle, 


that all is but vanity : the | heathens, 


though ignorant of the true cauſe of 
this, yet by the very light of nature ſaw 
a glimpſe hereof, whence ſome of them 
delivered, that it was beſt for. men not 
to be born , and the next ſoon to dye. 
And do we not come weeping and way- 
ling, into the world 2 Do we not livein 
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it toyling and moyling; eaten up with 
care, diſtrated with feares, and perplex- 
ed with a thouſand griefs, Dye we 


not groanmg , hath not vanity feiſed 


upon all eſtates, conditions, enterpriſes; 
our bodies they are weak, our form fra- 
gile, our healths uncertain,our lives flit- 
ting and poſting away, our hopes often 
diſappointed; our friends inconſtant, or 
or mortal at the beſt; our honours 
faigned, or failing; our underſtandings 
blind, our wills perverſe, our affectt- 
ons, turbulent, our ſenſes ſubje& ta 
many deceits; our whole man depra- 
ved; ' our offices burdenſome, our pro- 
fits bewitching, our ſtrength vain, which 
muſt become as water ſpilt upon the 
ound : Is not favour deceitful, and 
Fenty but vanity : .Proverbs 31. 30. 
which'muſt be turned into rottenneſle, 
and loathſomneſle; our pleaſure mixt, 
hd umfineere : yea, our very thoughts 
and imaginations which are the very 
firſt-born of the ſoule , and are the 
hinges, upon which all ougather ope- 
rations do turn : the Lord knoweth the 
thoughts of the children of men, that 
they are vain; yea , all over man & va- 
CN nity5 
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nity;.as empty as the wind 3 as flitting as 
the miſt in the ayre, ſo vain a thing is 
 man3 that, he cannot adde one inch 

unto his cure ; nor alter the colour 
of one hair of his head, nor keep off one 
judgement of God, nor protract his time 
one minute. Vain 1n himſelf, and all 
other things vain to him; who being 
a microcoſme, or little world , yet con- 
taineth within himſelf the whole great 
world of vanity. So that all the ſeveral 
vanities which are diſperſed here and 
there throughout the other creatures, 
are in him united in one, and ſo do 
meet in him , as in their common cen- 
terz and firſt original : he-1s a very. 
 mapof yanity. 


But how cometh this to paſſe, did The 
not the Almighty at the firſt creation, ground 
make all things good , and ſaw thens to the point, 


be exceeding good in their kindes;, 
whence then aretheſc lawes? how came 
inthis vanity? Swrely the envious enemy 
bath done this, for vanity 1s not the 
fruit of Gods creation, but the conſe- 
quent of mans prevarication : God 
made Adam in his own image, andplan- 
ns ted 
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ted him as a: noble vine , but he turned: 
into the degenerate plant of a ſtrange 
vine; it came in then through the wili- 
neſle of the old Serpent, and by Adams 
ſin, In whomwe all ſinned; and ſo the 
excellency becommeth blaſted , where- 
in we were firſt created; and vanity bath 
ſeiſed upon man firft. Roxe. 8. 21, And 
ſecondarily upon the other creatures, 
The Creature, faith the Apoſtle, -is fub- 
ject unto vanity : not of its own will, 
that is , notby any voluntary defection, 
or ſin in it fclf.but by reaſon of him who 
hath fubdued it under hope 3 that 1s, by 

the juſt judgement of God; who forthe 

fin of man, hath ſubdued itinto vanity : 

under the hope of reſtitution and free- 

dom from this vanity, which there the 


' - Apoſtle calleth the bondage of corrup- 


tionz but now on the other ſide, man 
15 ſubject unto vanity of his own will, 
and'by his voluntary talling away from 
God : from whence it followeth, that 
man 1s vainer then al! the other crea- 
tures; mot onely becauſe. he was the 
beſt and nobleſt of them, and Corruptios 
optimi eſt peſſima 5, as the {weeteſt wine 
becomes the ſowreſt vinegar, but alſo, 
| becauſe 
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becauſe he was the cauſe of the' va- 
nity.in the other creatures; . and that 
which maketh other things ſo , that 


So. th * 
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muſt needs be. more fo in it ſelfe:. the © 


yanity of the other. creatures is - but 
natural and finleſle,. as being not capa- 
ble of it: the vanity of man is moral, 
the other creatures are ſenlible of their 
yanity , and groaning under the: bur- 
den, by the very, inſtin&. of nature 
ſeek out for a remedy, Ro#2.8: but man, 
though he be the vaineſt of all creas 
tures, yet 1s; not: affected with his va- 
nity, feeleth it not'; and ſo feeketh no 
redreſle from under it, but even ſports 
himſelfe in it, - as if vanity were his 
felicity,, the vanity of other creatures 
extendeth. but - to- time at fartheſt : it 


endeth in- their death or diſlolution, 


but the vanity that: 1s. 1n man, preſleth 
him down to hell, and (without Gods 
great mercy interpoling ) reacheth to 
eternity ,, and even then beginneth 
moſt; when the other . creatures va- 
nity doth ceaſe; And, to conclude, 
befides the proper- ſtock which he 
hath of his own , he communicateth 
iN 
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in the ſeveral vanities of all particu- 
lar creatures, and may juſtly be tiled, 
vanity of vanities.” Te 

But it is full time, (me thinks) to 
look homewards, and to refle& up- 
on our ſelves, we- will therfore make 
2 pawſe here, and affixe the Selah : 
It is a. high point of wiſdonie to get 
ſome good even out of that which 


| B evil, and hereby we approach nea- 


rex uhto God in perfetion, we there- 
fore derive the Soveraigne vertue of 
this truth unto our own ſouls, in the 
fundry and. feverall occaſions there- 
of; and firſt this may be uſeful to 
take downe: all proud conceits in 
wan, that advance themſelves againſt 
Chrift to abate our loftineſle of ſpi- 


Tit, to avile us all in onr own ap- 


prehenſions ,' and to lay us low in 
our own eyesz even unto ſelfe-ab- 
horrence. 

Methinkes the ſerious confiders- 
tion of this point and the- ground- 
ed beliefe of the'truth hereof, that 
vanity is fixed evett itt our very na- 
tures, that it ſticks not in notori- 
ous 
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ous finners, and deboſked perfons a- 
lone , but ſpreadeth it felfe to all 
Adam, to every Mothers-fonne , not 
one excepted , no not thoſe that 
have the beſt natures, and fſweer- 
eſt diſpoſitions; methinks I fay that 
this ſhould deeply humble us in our 1 


0p. 


ſelves , and take. away that felf-ad- bi 
miration , . which undoeth many @ | 
ſoule. | 

Secondly , this is uſefull” for td l 
provoke, to fet a higher price on all {|| 


the bleſſings of God beſtowed on 
us, and to endeare his boutity and 
goodneſſe towards us, 'and fo con- 
ſequently , to ſet an edge upon our | 
thankfulneſle : confidering our own il 
little worth : and that we are but i 
vanity : and ſurely then-there can | 
be no deſert of his favours, pſalm i 
144. 3. what is mun Lord that thou 
takeſt knowledge Fd him , or the Sox of 
man that thon' makeſt ſuch acconnt of 
him? and there the Prophet ſhewes 
the grounds of his wonderinent : #24 
is like to vanity,his dayes are as « ſhadow _ \ 
that paſſeth away , &c. and certainly, | 
z: | Gods 
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Gods gifts 'are never fo right valued, 
when they. are conſidered alone _ by 
themſelves, as when they are view- 
cd. joyntly together . with our own 
wretchedneſſe. 7 am leſſe - ſayes' Ja- 
cob: then the leaſt of all thy mercies, 
his own indignity did ſet a luſtre upon 
Gods ſmalleſt mercies. : Et dare ox 
dignis res mage digna Deo. | 

Thirdly , from hence the inference 
of the Scripture 1s forcible, and very 
prevailing; that ſeeing every man ts 
vanity, that therefore we ſettle not 
our truſt, or repoſe our confidence in 
any. ſon of man, be he never ſo great; 
for then we do but make falſhood our 
refuge., and ' under vanity are we hid : 
we lean on brokew reeds, that will pieree 
#s through. See for this at large, Pſalms 
62.6, 7,8,9. and Pſalm 146. 34. where 
the.charge is ſet. on with many. enfor- 
cing conſiderations ,, which for brevi- 
ties ſake I omit. Even Princes them- 
ſelves are not to- be truſted in ; the 
duty that we owe toour ſuperious, is 
faithfulneſſe and obedience , not truſt 


and confidence. = | 
| It 
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-- Tt hall be found true, 'that never 
any perſons ſmarted more in the diſ- 
appointment of their expectations, then 
thoſe that relyed moſt ſtrongly on 
- morall men. Again, gather we ſome 
ſweet out of this ſowre', that ' every 
man in his beſt eſtate 1s a/together va- 
nity. Uſe we this truth to our conſola- 
tions , as well as our humtliations 


and the. comfort lyeth eſpecially in 


three particulars.  OIEDLINE) | 
Firſt, when we have potent enemies, 
which are too ftrong for-as , 'and threa- 
ten our undoing3 when.we begintobe 
terrified, and diſmayed, 'this' coffide- 
ration may be a ſtay to us; 'andcleare 
our ſpirits then, be they never fo greats 
yet at the beſt they are but vanity, 
and can do neither good nor hurt of 
themſelves : thus the Prophet at large. 
Eſay 5T. 12, 13, t4, 15. Who art thou 
that thou ſhouldeſt be afraid of a man, 
thts. ſhall dye 5 and of the Son of man, 
that ſhall be made as graſſe, T, evenT, 
am he that comfort you, &c. it is preſled 
there more at large. — 
Secondly, this may comfort us in 
reſpect 
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reſpect of our own infirmities, and hijs 
mane weaknefles; for by this vanity of 
ours, and frailty, we become fit ob- 
jeas for Geds pity and commilſcrationz 
for what glory ſhall he get by conten- 
ding with us that are too weak for him; 
thus holy David; Pal. 103: 13.14. that 
theLord knoweth our mould, and frame, 
that we are but duſt; and thereupon, 
as 4 Father pitieth his child, Jo hath the 
| ng compaſſion on them that feare 
HM: ES. 

Thirdly , to accommodate this to 
the preſent occaſion , this may ſerve as 
a Cordial. to:moderate our grief in the 
lofle of our deareſt and nobleſt friends, 
far who are they that are: dead and 
gone? Surely, whether they were of 
high .or low degree, they wete but.va-/ 
nity: and now they ate dead, there is 
-an end of: their vanity, rather. then.of 
themſelves ;. their vanity is gone, but 
their excellency. remaineth/ with them 3 
there is but one, and that is the1aſt piece 
of their vanity which remaineth, 
which is the captivity of their bodies 
under the grave, and. the turning of 
16 
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it into rottenneſfle , hut yet they arein+ 
ſepſible of 1t , and feel no. painz and 
Deng for ever bleſled in the preſence 
and fruition of God himſclfe; they do 
livein the certain and afſuxed expeqa+ 
tion of the re-union of their bodies; 
with their foules; and therefore I ſay 
with the bleſſed Apoſtle, in the very 
ſame caſe. 1 Theſ, 4. 18. Cojefort your 
ſelves one another with theſe words: and 
ſo fora time I will lay afide my Text 
and betake my ſelf to the preſent occa- 
fionz of which, that yery ſpeQacle doth 
mind us. | 

And now give me leave for a conclu- 
ſionof my Text, a little to invert the 
words 3 and what the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks 
of every Adam, by way of contraries, to 
apply to every true Chriſtian z and that 
1s this : Every true Chriſtan,, even. in 
his worſt eſtate, is altogether excellents 
this is the difference of our being in the 
firſt and ſecond Adams In the one alto- 
gether vanity, in the other altogether 
excellent z excellent in their life, ex- 
cellent in their death. Rom. 14. 8. for 
. if they live, they live unto the Lord, and 

| F 
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if they dye, they dye, unto the Lord; whes+ 
Ao A. they Tive or dye , they are the 
Lords: take them in their worlt eſtates, 
even in afflictions,and:there they rejoyce 
underthe hope of the glory of God:and 
their atfliction which is but for 'a mo- 
ment,worketha far ſuper-excelent, and 
anecternal weight of glory : 2 Cor.4. 9. 
afflicted on every fide, but not forſaken, 
caſt down, but. they periſh not 3 come 
What can come , come what may3 yet 


arethey in all things more then conque-. 


rors, and every thing turneth to their 
good. Rom.8.23. And, as it followeth in 
-the ſame place,zeitherlife,zor death, nor 
Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, 
wor heighth,nor depth,nor any other crea- 
«#nre, ſhall be able to ſeparate them from 
the love of God; which is in —_ Jeſus 

oxr Lord : and therefore as Salomon 1n 
his Eccleſgaſtes, after his large diſcourſe 
of vanity, tor a concluſion of all ; Eecle- 

Faſtes 12. 13. brings in the remedy; 
and the counterpoyle of yanity', even 
ſoſayT with him : let us hear the con- 
cluſjon of the whole matter : Fear God 

#rd keep his Commandements, for this on 
ze 
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the whole duty of man.Allure your ſelves, 
there 15 nothing that cates up vanity, 
but grace onely: and ſo much the 
more grace , ever ſo much the leſle ya- 
nity : All things under the Sun are va- 
ity , but onely grace :- and therefore 
let all our prayers ahd ' endeavours be 
ſet on this; :to have Grace to ſerve 
God in this world, that we may have 
glory, the reward of our ſervice inthe 
world to come. . | 


Now. to God the Father:, God the 
Sonne, and God the Holy Ghoſt, be 
rendred all Honour, and Glory, both 
now , andevermore. AMEN, 
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1 Cor. 11. 28. 
But let a man examine himſelf, 


and ſo let him eat of that bread 

_ and drink of _ cup. 

[ examine our ſelves, may he re- 
ferred to two heads,our Sins, and 


our Graces. 
The neceſſity of the examination of 
0.3 our 


He things whereof we are to 
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our ſins appears inthis, That fins unex- 


* amined are uneſpied : being uneſpied; 
they will be unrepented 3: heing unre- 


pented, we ſhalFbring'them' with usto 
the Sacrament: -and being brought a- 
long with us to the Sacrament, or the 
Lords Table, they will be a Bar to the 
confirmation of Gods Covenant with 
ns, whereof. the Bread and Wine is a 
Seal, and alſo to our reaping the cotn- 
fort , ſweetneſle and benefits .of -that 
Ordinance : for where there 1s no 
ſearching and trying of our waies: there 
can be no turning unto the Lord, Lam. 
3-40, 


'- Now there are four principal helps 


to further ;us in the examination of 
our ſins, 2 op oo 

+1, 'A diſtribution of our lives into 
certain portions,according to.ourages of 
childhood, youth,” manhood, old age, 
and it will be uſeful for us ſeverally, to 
rem-mber : So much of. my time I ſpent 
in my fathers family, under the. govern- 
ment of my parents: ſo much time a- 
broad,. under the care and: tuition of 
others, and theſe and theſe ſins. com- 


. mitted, during that ſame time : ſuch a 


quantity 
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quantity of time ſpent in the ſervice'of 
others ; and ſuch' a portion being -a 
free man,-at my own liberty : ſo _— 
years paſled over in a ſingle eſtate, 10 
many in Matrimonie or Wedlock. This 
diſtribution of our lives into certain 
portions, will help us to a diſcovery of 
our particular ſins, and the aggravation 
of them from our nativitie to the: pre- 
ſent moment, wherein we begin to ex- 
amine our ſelves. Whereas without 
this -our apprekenſions and view of 
them will be but" confuſed, onely in 


groſle-and in general. ' But when we 


have thus quartered our lives, and con-' 
ſidered thoſe ſpecial ſins, that have 
been committed by us, in thoſe feveral 
diviſions, the main ſins: of our hives will 
appear in' # kind of order before us. 
Yet we are ſtil] to- remember, that be- 
ſides thoſe greater and more eminent: 
fins of our lives which -appear ;-there 
will be manyunknownfins: many omiſ-- 
ſions of good duties, many ſlender 'per-. 
formances of oug beſt duties diſcharged, 
which will eſcape our ſearch. co 
TE L 
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' The ſecond help will beto ſet before 
us.the glaſle of Gods Law ſum'd upin 
the ten Commandments, for by the Law 
is the knowledge of fin. Rom. 3. 20. 1n 
which glaſſe we muſt confider the lati- 
tude and extent of every command- 
ment, how far it reacheth in the ſeveral 
prohibitions of, evil, and precepts of 
good, for Gods Commandments are ex- 
ceeding broad, Pal. 119. 96.1f thus 
we ſhall do with heedfulneſle, then we 
ſhall ſee our faces inthe glaſſe of Gods 
Law to the: full, and our own ſpots and 
wrinkles, and we ſhall find thoſe things 
Upon our review, to be ſins, which in 

ting of them, (it may be) we deem- 
ed to be none: and underſtand what 
Paul meant, Rom. 7.7. Ihad not known 

fin but by the Law, for I had not known 
luſt, except it. had been ſaid, thou ſhalt 
not covet. ' | | 
The third. help is, a conſideration 
of the heightning circumſtances of ſin, 
the-aggravating conditions, whereby 
our {ins may appear ypto us (as too 

often they are) exceeding ſinful ,for we 
ought to examine the heinouſnefle of 
our 1mpletics, as well as the multitude. 
This 
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This will cauſe our humiliation to be 


deeper, our ſortow to be heartier, and 
engage us more feelingly to be thank- 
ful unto God for his great love in par- 
doning ,of them through Chriſt, See 
ehis pr 


word that Jeſus ſaid utto: hint 5 before 


the Cock crow thou ſhalt day me-thrite : 


The aggravating. circumſtances of his 


fin helped on to draw.out. his tears with 


bitterneſlſe : The holy man might think 
with himſelf, What have I done 2 How 
great is my (in? Did I not lately pro- 
Miſe never to forſake my Maſter? no 
not if all mien elſe ſhould forſake him, 
yetI would never leave him? And am 
I the man that denies him ſo ſoon? L 
that ai fo near related to him, as his 
Diſciple, ſo eminently preferred by him. 
as his Apoſtle; not compeld by any in 


authority, but frighted to it by the de- 


mand of a womin -fervant? Was not 


my fin great enough to deny him once 2 
but have I done it twice and thrice? 


Might I not have denied him barely 
with fin enough, but muſt I forſwear 


him too? I was not ſurpriſed at una-, 


Sg 4 wares, 
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ſe by Peter upon his- denial, 
Mark 14. 72. Peter called to mind the 
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wares, but forewarned; and but even 
now forewarned, by my Lord and Ma- 
ſter, whoſe words I ought to have re- 
membred, &c.: Thus he called to mind 
the word that Jeſus ſaid unto $=> and 
he went out and wept bitterly, ® _ 

Now the. aggravating circumſtances 
of fin areſuch as, theſe. 

Firſt, the dignitie of the perſon of- 
fending, the more eminent the perſon, 
the more vile the fin. Now the dignity 
1s either external or internal : external 
in reſpe& of ſome high place, prefer- 
ment, authority, employment or truſt, 
whereunto a man 1s advanced, as to be 
a Magiſtrate, Miniſter, Father, Maſter: 
and ſhould ſuch a man as I fly ſaid that 
good Magiſtrate Nehemiah : its intolle- ' 
rable in one of my rank or place; the 
Lord will look to be ſancified in thoſe 
that draw near him in place and digni- 
nitic : ſo hkewiſe an internal dignitie, 
of grace or glits, heightens the ſin of any 
perſon, a lighter ſin in them whom God 
hath made his ſons by adoption, is (in 
ſme ſot _) greater then in unregenerate 
men, though Jſracl play the harlot, yet 
Judab muſt not offend, Hoſe 4. 15. 


—_— 
——_— 
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. The ſecond thing that aggravates 
our fins, 1s, the ſpecialties of Gods fa- 
your :: Where God is more bountiful, 
the fin is more inexcuſable; in that he is 


not drawn with the cords of Gods love: 
- and this you may ſee 2 Sam. 12. 7. Na- 


than brings in a Catalogue of Gods 
mercies. and fayours ſhewed to-David, 
God anointed him 'King over 7ſrael, 
delivered him out of the hands of $8 al, 
gave him his Lords houſe, and his Lords 
wives into his boſom, and thereupon 
infers the grievoulſneſle of his ſin, v. 9. 
Wherefore haſt thou then deſpiſed the. 
Commandement of the Lord t0 do evil in 
his fight. | 

 Thethird circumſtance of aggrava- 
vation is outward ſcandal given by our 
ſins, when we have not onely ſinned 


_ perſonally, but given offence unto -0+ 


thers; if we ſad the hearts of the 
righteous, ſtrengthen the hands of the 
wicked; if we give occaſion tothe ene- 
mies of God-to blaſpheme; cauſe our 
profefiion to be evil ſpoken of, corrupt- 
ing ſome mens manners, indangering 
others, laying a ſtumbling block before 
the weak, troubling their conſciences, 
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perverting their judgements, ſubvert- 
ing them from the truth, and: theſe 
things make oux fins ſcandalous. . Now 
this is certain, the further corruption 
ſpreads, and the more the ſent thereof 
poyſons others, the more. odious'it is to. 
God, and ſhould be: more odious unto 
men. :. no ſinnes more damnable then 
theirs, who'cnternot into the Kingdom 
of heaven themſelves, nor by their wills 
would ſuffer others to. enter-: who al- 
low others to go to .hell which way 
they will, and ſuffer them not to 
g0. to Heaven that way which they 
ſhould. SL . | 
. . The fourth thing which adds to the 
weight offin, is continuance and delight 
in fin : unto ſome fins we give fuller 
conſent of will.iwe pleaſe our ſelves in 
them more, we lyelonger in them with-- 
out repentance : {uch were the fins of 
David in his murther and adulterie, he 
committed many other ins, but theſe 
his conſcience did not chide him for. of 
a long time : theſe put his ſoul into a 
diſtemper, and made ſuch a ſpoil and 
havock of his graces, that he ſtood in 
need of a new Creation, a new and freſh 
infuſion 


$ 
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infuſion of grace, . Create in me 4 clear 
heart, and renew a right ark Within 
ze, Plal. 51. 10. and.they {tripped him 


of the joy of the holy Ghoſt, v. 12. Re- 


ftore me unto the Joy of thy ſalvation. 
Continuance, and delight 1a fin, break 


down the fences of grace, and lay all 


waſt, ſo that the whole man is out of 
frame, he cannot ſet himſelf upon 
good duties, but lies open. unto 
1nne. 
To theſe may beadded as aggravati- 
ons of our fin. _ 
1. Qur own-profeſſion that we have 

made formerly. ENG 
. 2. Ourcovenants and promiſes made 
unto God in baptiſm, and. many times 
fince upon occaſions,of deliverance from 
danger, of being heard in our requeſts, 
of. hope of mercy in our low eſtate : 
this makes our treſpaſles double Iniqui- 
ty, as being not onely ſins againſt Gods 
precepts, but alſo breaches of our own 
promiſes. | 

. . 3+ The means of grace received; for 
where grace is offered more plente- 
ouſly, and rejected, fin 1s more finful, 
Luke 12. 48;theſe means are partly _ 
war 
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ward, as wit, mettiory, knowledge, ca- 
pacitie, and the like, partly outward, as 
the preaching of the word, and other 
ordinances of God, the light of. good 
examples and other reſtraints from the 
laws of Chriſtian Magiſtrates. '- © 

The fourth help to further us in the 


examination of our fins, is, to pray unto 


God to give us his ſpirit to be our re- 
membrancer to call to our minds thoſe 
fins which are {lipt out of our memories; 
to recal the finsof ousyouth, and other 
ages, which we. haye attained - unto : 
and as he ſhewed to the Prophet by 
degrees greater and greater abomina- 
tions of the houſe of Iſracl, Ezek 8. 6. 
1315. even ſo that he would diſcry to 
us by little and little the abominations: 
of our own lives: ſo prayed that holy 
man Job 13. 23. How many are mine ini- 
gnitice and. fins, make . me to know my 

tranſgreſſuon and my ſin. 2 Xx 
* Thus much of. the firſt head, the ex- 
amination of qur fins, now follows the. 
ſecond head: concerning the examina- 
tion of our graces. The neceſſity 
whereof appears. En 0008 
Firſt, becauſe we mult bring grace. 
with 


. * y 
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with us to the Sacrament,or elfe we ſhall ' 


ſcarſely bring grace from thence ;. we 
muſt come to ChriſtsTable to have > gra> 
ces tonfirmed and enlarged :-now it be- 
hoves ns to havethem in us afore hand, 

for there 1s -no. confirmation of- that 
which is not refident in us. 

Secondly, becauſe otherwiſe we may 
take the ſemblance of grace for ſiub- 
ſtance, and may be deceived with coun- 
terfeit ſhews and ſnadows for currant 
graces. _ y 


Now the principal graces whereof 


we are to cxamine our ſelves are 
four. ER 

Knowledge. 

Faith. . 

Repentance. 

FRA. 


We are to examine our » knowled _=_ | 


firſt for the ſubſtance. of .it ; ſecondly 
.the ſincerity of it, | 


Firſt for a6 ſubſtance % Whether we 


know God, whom to know is eternal 
life, John 17.2. whether we apprehend 
by ___ what we cannot comprehend 


by 
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by reaſon the unity of the Godhead in 


-Trinitie of perſons,: John. 5. 7. Whe- 
ther we know his eflence and eflential 


Fraps, Exod. 34. 6. What we 
now: of Chriſt in whorh we believe, 
what of his natures, as' God and Man, 
of his Perſon, as the Son of God, of his 
Offices, as King, Prieſt, and Prophet 3 of 


his Life, Death, and ReſurreCtion, 


Sree - +557 55 
Secondly, We are to know our ſelves 
firſt as originally created in Adam, in- 


. veſted with Gods image, Ecclef. 7. 31. 


God made man righteous. Secondly as 
by ſin and diſobedience.we are by na- 
ture children of wrath,” and that the 
frame and thoughts of 'our hearts are 
onely ev1], and that continually, Gen. 
6.5. Thirdly, as by grace and regenera- 


tion we are renewed in holineſs and 


righteanſneſſe, after the image of him 


that created us, Eph. 4.24.- 
Thirdly, We-muſt know the 'Cove- 

nant of grace, and how it is diſtingyiſh- 

ed from the Covenatit' of ' works; by 


this God requires petfet obedience. 
Curſed is be that continueth not in all 


things, that are written in the Law to 


VP 8 ew 
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do them, Gal. 3. 10. But'by the Cove- 
'Hant 'of grace, The juſt ſhall live by 


faith.” Gal. 3. 11. in- this Covenant of 


Grace God promiſeth life, if we obey 
-as in the other Covenant, but withal he 
gives faith and obedience that we may 


live: he. promiſeth to pur his fear in 
our hearts, and that he will not' de- 
part from us, and that we ſhall nor 


depart from him. Jerem 32. 40. and ch. 
31-33- | 


+ Fourthly, we are to know the nature 
-of a: Sacrament” : Thar it is a viſible 


'fign - of ©mniviſible '-graces repreſented 
thereby: Thatit isa ſeal of the Cove- 


nant betwixt God and us. Rom. 4. 11. 


For tis there called a ſeal of the Righ- 


teouſnefle of faith : ſo was Circumci- 
fion, ſo is Baptiſme and the Lords Sup- 


per. Again, we muſt underftand the - 


Analogie 'and proportion betwixt the 
outward fign, 'and the inward graces 


ſignified.” That the Bread ſignifieth the 


Body and Blood' of Chriſt, and being 
fet apart for holy uſe, they alſo fignifie, 
the defignment of Chriſt by God the 
Father, unto the Office of Mediatour, 
q. ; | John 
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John. 6. 26. for him hath the..Father 


ſealed : the ' Bread- broken. and . the 


Wine poured out, the aQtual :crucifying 


of Chriſt. The tradition of. it by. the 


Miniſter unto us, ſignifieth both the, de- 
livery of Chriſt to death by the Father, 


and the reaching of him out unto us in 


that Ordinancez and that by Bread and 

| Chriſt is repreſented with 
all his graces and. benefits. -It 1s our 
duty further to underſtand the ends of 
the Celebration of the Sacrament, both 
principal that .it : muſt. be, done- in re- 
membrance of him. for . the 'ſhewing 
forth of his death until-he come, Luke 
22. 19., 1 Cor. 1.. 23. Lefle, principal 


that we may ;have ſealed unto us all 


the benefits of his_death as ours, Rom. 
4.11. | 
Whoſoever is a ſtranger unto theſe 


things, cannot be a good Communicant, 
he 18 not able to diſcern the Lords body, | - 


x Cor. 11. 29. Nor is his heart right 
without this knowledge, there will be 


ſome evil uneſpicd, and lurking in the 
heart. VE OE ET EP 


"7 
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And when we. have examined our 
knowledge for ſubſtance , we mult ſe- 
condly examine the fincerity of it : it 1s 
not ſufficient that we know, unleſfle 
our knowledge be fanCtified , which 
muſt be tryed by theſe grounds: | 

Firſt, A ſanctified knowledge hum- 
bleth the Owner. it makes our ſpots and 
blemiſhes perſpicuous to our ſelves: the 
more we know. the more we diſcern 


ourſelves to be ignorant. This is clear 


in Paul; there was not a man more 
rarely accompliſht with all kinde of 
knowledge than he: there lived not 
upon the face of the earth, a more 


humble ſoul: he was in his own 


Judgement, the leaſt of all Saints, 
Ephe. 3.3. the greateſt of ſinners, 1 Tim, 
1.16 The Scribes and Phariſecs on the 
other ſide, knew much, and were great 
Scholars; but their knowledge was 


_ not ſincere, becauſe it puffed them up, 


x Cor. 8. 1. they ſcorned to learn any 
thing of others : John g. 34. Thou art, 
ſaid they, altogether born jn ſin, aud 
doſt thou teach vs Again, they ſlight- 
ed others that were ignorant ; and 
therefore they ſay , This people that 


know 
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know not the Law are accurſed. It ſeems 
they were highly conceited of their 
own knowledge. 
Secondly, Where knowledge is fin- 
cere, the mind is impartial to all truths : 
ſuch a perſon doth not hood-wink him- 
ſelf, and will not ſee ſome truths ; as 
Peter ſpeakes of ſome that were wil- 
lingly ignorant of ſome truth, 2 Pet. 3. 
6. they would not ſee ſome things to be 
fin, becauſe they reſolved to continue in 
them. This is a deteining the truth 
in unrighteou {nefſe Rom. I. 18. where- 
as a man of a {anctified knowledg, is like 
Cornelins, AF. 10.33. ready ts hear all 
things commanded of God ; though they 
croſs his opinions,or affections, interrupt 
his pleaſures, or draw ſeme inconveni- 
ency upon him. 

Thirdly, A holy and ſincere know- 
ledge, may be known by the end pro- 
pounded : praGilſc 1s the end of lincere 
knowledge: Pſal. 9.'10. They that 
know thy name, will put their truſt iz 
#hee. Some delire to know, and onely 
to know, and that 1s vanity : ſome de- 
ſire to know, that they may be known 
to know, and that is curiolity : ſome * uh 
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fire knowledge to make a gain of it, 
that's mercenary coveteoufnefle : But 
ſome defire knowledge that it may be a 
guide to their affections, a diredtiveof 
' 'their-aQtions, and. that they may com- 
municate their light to others : and this 
is true Chriſtianity; 


The ſecond Grace to be examined, is 
our faith, Faith 1s a reſting on Gods 
Promiſes, and Chriſts merits for ſalva- 
tion. | In a juſtifying faith, there are 
four afts included; The firft is know- 
ledge of the word; which Chriſt would 
have his give credit unto : asthis, 1ho- 
Joever believeth on Ebriſ?, ſhall be ſuved. 
2, Anaſlent of the mind 1nto the truth 
which God ſpeaks. Of theſe fomewhat 
hath been ſpoken before. The 3d. 
act of faith whereon confiſts var juſti- 
fication, isa reſting of the heart upon 
Gods word, eſpecially his promiſes of 
ſalvation by Jets Chriſt, a claſping a- 
bout them with our affections; refolve- 
ing to caſt all our hopes upon them. 
And hence it is, that the Scripture de- 
icribes faith under ſich termes as im- 
ply a rolling our ſelyesin Chriſt ; hence 

” WM T8 a foul 
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a ſoul goes out of it ſelf, and puts on the 
Lord Jeſas Chriſt, and defires to be found 
zz him, Philip. 3. He is willing to be 
naked as to the righteouſneſle of. the 
Law, and to be found in the righteouſ- 
nefſe of Chriſt. This is hard work for 


_natural-men ; for ſuch think that for 


their good intentions, and good mean- 
Ing. and their unblameable civility,they 
ſhall go to Heaven ; though in words 
they profeſle they look to be ſaved on- 
ly by Chriſt. Moreover , he that reſts 
upon Chriſt fot juſtification and ſalva- 


tion, will reſt upon Chriſt for direQon 5 , 


for he believes Chriſt is wiſdom unto 
him, and he will reſt upon him for ſan- 
Gification alſo; for he believes Chriſt 


' bath purchaſed holineſle for him, and 


will give it him becauſe Chriſt is made 


unto us of God, both wiſdom to teach us, 


and righteonſneſſe to juſtifie us, and ſan- 
GFification to hallow us, and redemption 
to fp #5, 2 Cor. 1.20. Finally, faith 


reſts upon Chriſt in all eſtates, in adver-' 


ſity as well as 1n proſperity. When we 


_ cannot diſcern God a _—_ Father by 


things that are ſeen, fait s be- 
yond things viſible, unto thoſe thing 
$ #748 
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that are not ſeen, and fetcheth evidence 
home to the ſoul, Heb. 10. 1. Preſump- 
tion. wit be confident in proſperity : 
but faith will rely and reſt upon God 
when God ſeems to kill : when ſenſe 
and reaſon. can ſee. nothing but death 
and helf+. yet faith will believe God a 
Father, and Heaven prepared for the 
poor foul. 'The 4th act of Faith is ap- 
plication : by it we do appropriate Gods 
general: promiſes unto our own fouls, 
and clatm a particular right and intereſt 
in Chriſts blood : faying with Pan, Gal. 
2.'20, VVho loved me, and gave himfelf 
for me; with Thomas, My Lord, and my 
God, Joh. 20. For the trial of our right 
application, take this one Rule. 'A 
right application doth not onely bring 
home Gods grants and promiſes unto 
us, but the conditions alſo. that are re- 
uired on our part: He that will be 
fived, muſt not onely believe with the 
heart , but alſo confeſſe with the mouth, 
Ro.10. that without holineſs,no man ſhall 
ſee God, Heb. 12.14. The want of this 
was the fault of the Phariſees, At. 3. 
8,9. They laid hold on Gods Covenant 
made to Abraham and his ſeed ; but. 
& 3 .- - maven 
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never obſerved Gods conditions impo- 
ſed upon them. The Baptiſt adviſeth 
them »0f to 'ſay they had Abraham to 
their father; but to dothe workes of 
Abraham, to perform the condition 'on 
their parts,and to bring forth fruits meet 
for Repertance. x ' | 
- Thus muſt our faith be examined, 
and there is great need ſo to examine 
our ſelyes : becauſe, 'x. God: enjoynes 
it 2 Cor. 13. Prove:your ſelver whether. 
that ye be in the faith.2. Becauſe with- 
out it, there is no pleaſing of God, Heb. 
I1.6. , 3. Becauſeitis the chief inſtru- 
ment we are to ule in the Sacrament, 


| for the apylying of Chriſt and all his be- 


nefits. It is the eye by which we ſee. 
Chriſt, the hand by which we receive 


him, the mouth and the ſtomack by 
which we feed upon him, | 


The third Grace to be examined, is 
Repentance, a needful grace to be exa- 
mined : - Firſt becauſe we come to the 
Lords Table to receive by ſeal, as it 
were, the forgiveneſle of our fins 3 and 
therefore 'tis fit we repent of them, and 
be ſorrowful for them : Prov. 28. 13. 
| He 
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He that covereth his ſin ſhall not proſper, 
but whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh then 


ſhall . have mercy. 2. Penitents finde 


acceptance at Gods Table, as thoſe that 


are dreijed and apparelled for a Feaſt : 
and uſually ——_— to the meaſure of 
our humiliation,do we receive the mea- 
ſure of conſolation. 3, Repentance 
will quicken our appetites for the Lords 
Table, and the uſe of it, as ſower herbs 
did for the Paſleover. 

Now in Repentance we ſhall finde 
two parts : firſt a mournful recanta- 
tion of our former errours : ſecondly 
a chearful reformation of our future 
lives :_ It beginneth in ſorrow, it ends 
in joy. The firſt part is ſet down Joel 
2.9. Aturning unto the Lord with weep- 
ing and momrnuing : The ſecond part, 
Mat. 3.8. Bring forth fruits meet for 
repentance. Humiliation without Re- 
formation, is a foundation without a 
building : Reformation without Hu- 
miliation, is a building without a foun- 
dation. | 

And where ſorrow for lin is ſincere, it 
hath theſe 4. properties, it is, 1. Godly 
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for the nature; 2. Hearty , for the 
-meaſure; 3. Conſtant, for the con- 
| tinuancez 4. Quickening ,' for - the 
eftect. | 
_ Concerning the firſt, therE15a- godly 
and a worldly ſorrow, as the Apoſtle 
diſtinguiſheth, 2 Cor.7.10. It 1s termed 
godly ſorrow, becauſe reſpect unto God 
cauſeth it. When grief in us doth ſpring 
from this; that we have offended a God 
that is moſt holy in himſelf: as a God 
that hath been ſo many wayes good and 
gratious unto us: Whereas worldly 
ſorrow is occaſioned by ſome worldly 
reſpect of ſhame, or fear of danger. 
Secondly, It muſt be hearty for the 
. meaſure : the heart muſt be rexf, Joel 
2. the ſpirit muſt be broker, Pal. 51. 
17. We muſt lament for our fins, 4s 4 
man mourns for the loſſe of his own child, 
Zech. 12, 10, 11. a {light and ſuper- 
ficial grief, will-not ſerve the turn, 
Thirdly, It muſt be conſtant, for con- 
tinuance, not for a time, but renewed 
every morning and evening : Davids 
ſens were ever before him, Plal. 51. 3. 
| yea, if it were poſhble, we ſhould ſo 
— grieve 
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. grieve for fins paſt,” that we ſhould ne- 
ver ſin hereafter ;, but ſpend our lives 
in ſorrow and contrition for fins already 
done. No gre pfeeie gh [TTY 
Fourthly, It muſt be ſuch a ſorrow, 
as quickeneth to holy duties,as prayer, 
hearing of the-.wgrd-, and the hke. 
Worldly ſorrow makes uslumpiſhs but 
ſpiritual and godly. ſorrow. ſuppleth the 
heart, and makes it ' nimble t0.r4 the 
wayes of Gods Commandmenti: 2:Cor. 7. 
I 1. Behold this ſame thing, #hat ge. ſor- 
rowed after a godly. ſort:what carefulneſs 
it wrought in you £ yea,what clearing of 
Jour ſelves yea, what indignation®- 
yea, what fear © yea, what vehement. de- 
frree- yeagwhat zeal? yea,what revenge £ 
Mark, here are ſeven gratious effects of 
ſincere Repentance. : . 
_ Further, we may try our Repentance 
by thoſe ordinary ſteps.or ſtaires of Re- 
pentance, by which Gods children aſ- 
cend to this grace. | 

I, The. ſearching and trying our 
wayes, Lan. 3-40. | 

2. Sight of fin after ſearching, Pſal. 
5I. 3. I know mine iniquities. 
3, Feel- 
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2 Feeling of the burden of them 
after fi ight © this 35'to be weary and heavy 
laden, Mat. 11: 28.” 

4. Humbly confeſfing of them, with 
grief of heart, and Joins of face; Dan. 
9- 4; 5» 657. x 

5. Hareing -and- dereſting them, re- 
ſolving'neverto committhem any more: 
fo Hoſea 4. What have 1 any more to do 
with" #dols 81 3: 

Laſtly, Powers and conqueſt over 
hom! for the:rime to! come : Pſal. 18. 


go if hes my fef from mine ini- 
guitg” 


The fourth Grace't to be examined 3 Is 
Charity: The ' neceffity of our exami- 
nation of this Grace appeareth : 

x. Becauſe God : will not- have us 
offer the Sacrifice of Piety upon his Al- 
tar, until Reconciliation be made with 
our : brother, Mat 5. 23. 

2. We are forbidden to keep this 


Feaſt with the leaven of malitionſneſs > 


bnt with the unleavened bread of ſence- 
rity andtruth, 1 Cor. 5.8. 

Now for the right examination of our 
Charity, Firſt, 
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\:, Fix{t, IE muſt he eſpecially affeGionate 
to.the.,ſou] of owr-ibrothen :i My hearts 
deſire and, prayer; #6::God for: Iſrael is, 
that they may. be:ſhved, Rom. 10.'1.' Be 
we; REFerT {o.rich in-:almes-deeds,.cour- 
teous. gnd. inoffenfive-in our. outward 
carriage : ,yet never. truly charitable to 
men;di};we affect and. cekelioir ſpiri- 
tualgood. effi 130 JON wu 2 
;Secondly, True charity isith the outs 
ward:nan, as wellas:ta the. inward: ks 
Joyneth beneficence: to_ benevolence: it 
doth notionely:with- well, but:do well : 
"tis bouritiful: externally, as well'as in- 
wardly- afteGtionate :: Jam. 2. 15,16; 
If a brother or ſiſter, be nakedaud deſti- 
tute of daily feod::and one:of you ſay 
anto them depart in peace, be ye warmed, 
aud filled, notwithſtanding: ye give thens 
0t thoſe things which are needful to the 
body; What doth it profit e 
Thirdly, True love ts affirmative as 
well as negative (that is to ſay ) doing 
good, as well as doing no harme. The 
affirmative part of charity is thus de- 
ſcribed : It ſuffereth long, and is kind : 
it rejoyceth in the truth, it beareth all. 
| | | thinzs, 
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things, -believeth all things, hopeth' all 
#hings.. The negativepart is - Charity 
exvyeth' not, vannts\ 18K felf; ® not 
px ffed up,doth not beheve itſelf nnſcen- 
by; feeketh not ber-own; is not taffly pro- 
'voked; thinketh no'tol, rejoyeeth not in 
#niquity;s Cor. 13. 4,5, 6, 7.59% | 

';:Fourthly;The ground of tre Chari- 
ty, is not; other mens carriage:tOwards 
- 2 fob - is. a love; ' tobe 

endly toithoſe that are friendlby'to'ws, 

Mat: 5A = Gods — ©: Woah 
who-: hath: enjoyned! us. ts love our 
weighbours a3 out felve3: and therefore 
though we never: received any good 
fromthem;. yea' though we have ſu- 
ſtained \much wrong by them 3; yet. 
Gods Commandment muft make us love 
them, and do them:good. 

Laſtly, Where true Charity is the 
Charater of Gods Image in any man, 
itis an Adamant to'draw out our dear- 
eſt afteftions towards him 3 our good- 
weſs cannot extend to God; yet tothe 
Saints that are in the earth 1t may,.and 
ought 3 and ozr delight muſt be upon 
, them that are excellent, Plal. 16. 2,3. 
There 


| for the Communion. 
There muſt -be.no :cqnfining of ſtihting 


our benevolence.unto. a few. perſons, 
and not to others; We muſt leave of, 
and do good to all: yet the Houſhold 
of Faith, maſt- have the Principality, 
both in our benevolence , and bene- 
ficence. EB. S2Þ 
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Books Printed- for; andare to be 
ſold 'by Nathantel Ekins, at the' Sign 
of the Giirin Pauls Ehurch-yard; 

/ A. Aftrology reſtored, being an Intro- 
ducion to. the generall and chief 
parts of the Language of the Starres in 
four Books, by William Ramſey Gentle- 
manzStudent in Aſtrology &Phyfick.fol. 
The Epitome of the wholeLaw by i/- 
liam Shepherd Eſquire. fol. 
Pſendodoxia Epidemica, or enquiries 
into vulgar errors;” the-third Edition, 
with'much Addition throughout : by 
Themas Brown Doctor inPhyſick. fol. 
A moſt excellent Commentary on the 
Hebrewes by Doctor Luſhington. fol: 
Another Commentary on the Gala- 
thians, by DoGor Luſhingtoz. fol. 
A moſt excellent Hiſtory of the bleſ- 
ſed Angels, with thefall of Zzcifer , by 
T. Heywood, _. fol. 
Morten on the Sacrament, by a Reve- 
verend Father of the Church: fol; 
Orlando Furioſo, ol. 

| The Commentary upon Originall 
Writs, where moſt of the Caſes in Br a- 
Fons Book of Entries, the yearor Term- 
books, 


books, from K. Edw. the ſecend.to theſe 
times, with the Plaints, Pleadings, De- 
murrers in matters of Law,,Debates, O- 
pinions, rule of Courts, and-reſglutions 
of Judges therein, .with ſeveral other 
things, being collected out of the Books 
themſelves, by William Hughes of Grayes 
Inne, Eſquire, the ſecond Impreſſion. 
A compleat Commentary on the 
whole N; Teſtament by Johr:;Trap. fol. 
A moſt rare and elegant Hiſtory of 
Naaman the Syrian, by Dan Rogers, fol. 
An excellent Commentary-:on the 
whole Book of Job, Pſalms, Ezra,Efther, 
Nehemiah, by John Trap. © fol. 
Pollyolbion by Michael Drayten Elq.fol. 
Homilies of the Ch. of Ezeland. fol. 
A Survey of the County Judicatures, 
commonly called the County Courts, 
Hundred , and Court-Barrons by W1l- 
liam Shepherd, Serjeant at Law. O&Favo. 


Natures Paradox, a pleaſant Pollirian 


hiſtory, madeEnglith,byMajorWright.8e, 


Johan. Seldeni, de Mare Clauſum. 80. 


Brightman on'the Revelation, with an 
Expoſition on Darrel. . quatrto. 


tiſtory of Queen Elizabeth. quarto.. 


Dan, Rogers of Matrimonial honor. 42. 
Howels 
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Howels'Dodona's Grove,  quarto. 
- = Draytons Poems. | quarto. 
-* "Fhe Saints dangers, deliverances, and 
duties,by Neth .Whiting at Aldwincle.qo. 
Boyer on Church-Reformatian. ' ' 129, 
DoGor Peſtles Sermons, with a Trea- 

tiſe of Duels. OF a00, - 
Leonards Reports, and Law caſes, the 
firſt part. EE _ fol. 


- The ſecond partof Leonards now in 

the Prefle , and will fuddenly be fini- 

ſhed tht | | 
Biſhop Azdrewes LeQures. fol. 
Holyock's dodtrine of life. 


' Maſter B3ddles confeffion of faith ex- 
amined- by Nicholas Eftwick, B.D. late 
Miniſter at Cwarktown in Northamp- 
tonſhire.. 

Baxters Call to the unconverted. 
His crucifying the world by the croſle 
of Chriſt. | CPs | 
His Treatiſe on juſtification, | 
His Diſputations on the Right to Sacra- 
ments. 

His making light of Chriſt. 

The Works of learned Hugh Brough- 
tor, are now printing in'one entire Vo- 
lume, in Folio. | 
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